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Truman community 
discusses the great 
toilet paper debate 

BY BRITTANY KEELING
Copy Chief

When junior Ram Golan 
is in his Missouri Hall com-
munity bathroom, he doesn’t 
reach for the University-pro-
vided 2-ply toilet paper — he 
has his own. He dislikes Uni-
versity-provided toilet paper 
enough that despite living 
where it is provided for free, 
he spends money on store-
bought varieties. 

“Honestly I feel like it’s 
just non-absorbent, and then 
it’s rough,” Golan said. “So it’s 
just the two worst combina-
tions. It’s just uncomfortable 
and unpleasant.”

It’s both an unspoken rule 
and passed-on advice among 
the men in his residence hall 
wing to buy and use store-

bought toilet paper, he said.
“I think the entire [Mis-

souri] Hall 2 North, all 
last year and other people 
[bought their own],” Golan 
said. “Towards the beginning 
of the year … it was unspo-
ken, then as soon as people 
started complaining about it 
and saying things about it ev-
eryone was like ‘Yeah, I have 
that problem too.’”

Truman annually pur-
chases 60,000 toilet paper 
rolls with each 2-ply roll con-
taining 1,000 squares, said 
Facilities Co-Supervisor Tim 
Maize, who is in charge of all 
residence hall maintenance 
and housekeeping. 

The University orders the 
toilet paper through a bid-
ding process where it choos-
es the interested companies’ 
lowest bid for that year, he 
said. Industrial Soap is the 
current provider, having won 
the bid with $38.98 per case, 
equalling $24,000 for the 

year, he said. This rounds out 
to approximately $4 per stu-
dent each school year.

Of the residence halls, Mis-
souri Hall and Dobson Hall 
use the most 
toilet pa-
per because 
they have 
33 and 11 
community 
bathrooms, 
respectively, 
Maize said. 
Each month, 
M i s s o u r i 
Hall typically 
uses 1,500 to 
2,000 rolls, 
he said.  The 
bathrooms 
are restocked 
daily — the 
housekeep-
ers �ill the empty slots in the 
dispensers that each hold two 
rolls. He said the housekeep-
ing staff stocks extra rolls on 
window sills in case there is 

more use than usual or the 
stalls run out at night.

Academic Housekeeping 
Forewoman Cheryl Miller 
said that of the academic 

bui ldings , 
Pickler Me-

morial Library 
probably uses 
the most toilet 
paper because 
it has the most 
student traf�ic. 

Some stu-
dents are not 
averse to tak-
ing advantage 
of University-
provided toi-
let paper — 
stealing extra 
rolls that are 

left out or 
taking rolls 

from the dispensers.
“We have had some dis-

pensers that have been broken 
into several times on campus in 
different buildings,” Miller said. 

“I’ve just had reports from my 
housekeepers that they know 
that the dispensers have been 
broken into and toilet paper 
taken. … In McClain [Hall] they 
did it a lot.”

Housekeeper Terry Crook 
said toilet paper theft is com-
mon in the fall when parades 
and other celebrations are 
going on.

“I don’t know what they 
do with it, but one day I 
walked in [the men’s main 
�loor Violette Hall bathroom] 
and I think all of it was gone 
in the men’s. I don’t know 
how — somebody must have 
had a key or the knowledge 
of getting in [the dispensers]. 
It was all gone.”

Maize said he has seen 
some students go as far as tak-
ing entire cases of toilet paper.

“We’ve actually even seen 
students carrying a case across 
the road heading toward the 
fraternity house, and we try 
to stop them,” he said. “That 

was just like a delivery that 
they — the bay — had set out 
there before the housekeep-
ers had it put away, and he just 
seen a case and grabbed it and 
took off. But it does happen oc-
casionally but you can’t really 
stop it. … That one student did 
get caught.” 

Despite spending thou-
sands on toilet paper an-
nually, it is inevitable that 
some will face a well-known 
dilemma — the toilet paper 
dispenser is empty and it’s 
too late to move to a differ-
ent stall. 

Miller said that when 
students are in a situation 
where a bathroom is out of 
toilet paper, they should re-
port it to the Physical Plant.

“If they will report it to 
the Physical Plant Of�ice, 
they can always get ahold 
of someone to replenish, re-
stock the bathrooms.”

(Additional reporting by 
Amy Caldwell)

50 B.C.
The Chinese soak bamboo, cotton and 
linen rags before beating the mixture 
into a pulp, forming sheets and drying 
them to make paper.

1391
A Chinese emperor reportedly is 
the first to use toilet paper.

1596
Sir John Harrington invents 
the flushing toilet. 

1700
Colonial Americans use corncobs and 
leaves to cleanse before switching to 
periodicals such as the Farmers Almanac. 
The French Royalty use lace.

1798
Nicholas-Louis Robert 
invents a machine that 
produces rolls of paper.

1857
Joseph Gayetty introduce the first 
packaged Toilet Tissue in the United 
States. It serves as a medical paper, 
containing aloe to help cure sores. 

1997
Toilet paper made from 100 
percent of cotton and water, 
no wood, is introduced. 

1999
A paperless toilet is introduced in 
Japan that rinses, blows dry and heats. 

2003 
Annual global sales on toilet 
tissue exceeds $19 billion.

2008
Companies begin producing toilet 
paper made from recycled material 
and post-consumer recycled content. 

A brief toilet paper timeline

according to toiletpaperworld.com
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