
Sledding On Buffalo Street Turns into FIRE 

Student sledding is allowed to get out of hand and results in street fire 

February 19, 2012 

On Feb. 19, at approximately 9:50p.m. on Sunday evening, police and fire rescue personnel received 

reports of a large fire set in the middle of the street, just southeast of  the intersection of Appomattox 

Street and Buffalo Street.  Upon arrival, officials discovered a large couch that was set ablaze in the 

middle of the street.  

The incident was reported as a student attempt to enjoy the winter snow that the area had been 

experiencing, and had just got out of hand. Longwood University Police Officer Gary Hardy said, “There 

was a large amount of people loitering in the middle of the street.   When the report came in, we 

received information that there was some possible public drinking occurring in mass quantities, as well 

as sledding occurring down the Buffalo Street hill, which is particularly dangerous.  When we arrived at 

the scene, a mob literally dispersed in every direction. Everyone ran until the area cleared out, and in 

less than a minute, what was left was a burning piece of furniture in the middle of the street.” 

Philip Spiess, a Longwood University student and Farmville Volunteer Fireman, was dispatched to the 

scene after the original report was made.  “When we showed up, the area was being held secure by 

police enforcement, and we found a large, wooden framed couch that had almost extinguished itself 

from burning up all of the fabric,” Spiess said. We, of course, put the rest of it out to ensure any of the 

materials would reignite later.” 

Spiess continued “It was really dumb, I think, to have to deal with something as petty and preventable as 

this, on a night like tonight. I know that police regularly patrol that area, because of the party scene and 

what not, but what I don’t get is why this situation was allowed to get as out of hand as it did, or happen 

at all. We have so many other responsibilities for the community and surrounding area that are 

important to hold up when the weather is bad, and something like this takes our attention away from 

other individuals who might need our help. ” 

Within less than an hour of the incident, Facebook status updates and Tweets began to comment on the 

happenings of the incident.  Of them Longwood University student, Ross Garner, commented “Things 

really got out of hands. I mean they really escalated quickly.”  

Garner was witnesses to the scene, watching the entire instance unfold.  “It all started with a few people 

trying to sled down the entire hill that is Buffalo Street, but then it quickly grew to a large gathering in 

the middle of the street.  I would have to say it was nearly anywhere from 100 to 200 people who were 

there. It went from that, to then a just a big street party, that got rowdy and dumb.” 

“It was allowed to continue for some time, nobody drove by, and the police were nowhere to be found, 

until the fire happened,” said Garner. “The larger crowd could have possibly continued to stay there if it 

hadn’t been for a few people who brought a couch out into the road. It was there for a few minutes, and 



then someone set it on fire.  Less than a minute later, the police showed up, and I watched everyone 

scatter like roaches with the lights turned on.” 

One injury that occurred was not that of the fire or from the sledding, but rather the rush of people that 

occurred when the police arrived.  Liz White, another witness to the incident, was struck in the eye from 

people trying to rush away from the police once they arrived.  “Once someone yelled about the cops, 

the natural thing for a group that large to do was run, and in the process I somehow got hit in the eye.  I 

immediately fell, and then got back up, and continued home where I discovered I better be expecting a 

black-eye.” 

White continued “I don’t know of anyone else who got hurt, but it’s weird to think that out of all that 

happened, sledding down a huge hill, with cars parked on both sides, and, of course, a fire, that I got 

hurt when the police finally showed up.” 

As of this writing, no arrests have been made for the incident, however, Officer Gary Harder insisted 

that thorough investigation to find those who set the fire will commence in the close to near future.  

 

 



 

 


