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Non-technical Summary 

Hines Hill, East Prawle, is a 0.4ha cliff top site that comprises mainly of amenity grassland, and semi 

improved acid grassland where management is less feasible. There are also scattered trees and species poor 

hedges bounding the north and west of the site. At the east of the site there is a steep slope where the main 

habitat is coastal heath. To the south of the site management ceases completely and the habitat becomes 

continuous bracken. There is also some exposed rock. There are four permanent structures on the site, two 

of which are proposed to be demolished to make way for the new development. There is good connectivity 

within the site and with the surrounding countryside, and potential habitats for several species. It is 

therefore advised that further survey be carried out for bats, reptiles, nesting birds and dormice. 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Site Location 

Hines Hill is situated in the village of East Prawle, South Devon, at NGR: SX 783 362, 

approximately 9 miles from Kingsbridge and 12 miles from Dartmouth. The A38 Devon 

Expressway is about 16 miles to the north and provides dual carriageway access to the M5 at 

Exeter. 

The area to the north and west of the site is agricultural with the main residential area of 

East Prawle to the north-west. The south and east of the site is steep cliff, the east is mainly 

woodland and the south is bracken, leading to more agricultural land and then the coast. 

1.2 Site Description 

The site is a 0.4ha area, with a southerly slope and aspect, consisting mainly of amenity or 

semi improved grassland. There are coniferous and broadleaved trees scattered throughout 

the site. As well as the main residential building there is also a stone built garage, a large 

wooden barn and a concrete machinery store. The site is situated on a cliff top and while the 

north and west sides of the site are bounded by walls and hedges, the south and east of the 

site are bounded by steep slopes that cannot be managed and therefore have a range of 

habitats including exposed rock, coastal heath and bracken. 

1.3 Proposed Development 

The development proposed is to demolish the current main residential building and build a 

new residence in its place. The new development will be larger than the original and will 

have a slightly different orientation. The landscape to the south of the building will be most 

affected, the landscape to the north of the building will remain unchanged. There may also 

be some hedge removal to the west of the site, to accommodate the new building and allow 

large machinery access. The machinery store will also be demolished, but the stone and 

wooden barns will remain unchanged. 

1.4 Survey Methods 

Georgina Timmis undertook an ecological walkover survey of the site in June 2011. Standard 

Phase 1 Habitat Survey methodology was employed (JNCC 2010) which involved walking the 

survey area and surrounding land and noting each habitat type, as well as indicators of 

potential need for further study. An extensive photographic record was taken (presented in 

the Appendix C).
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2 Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

The findings of the survey are illustrated on the Phase 1 Habitat Map (Appendix A). Habitats of 

interest are described in accompanying target notes (Appendix B).  

 

Each habitat has been described in more detail below. 

 

2.1 Scattered Trees 

There are a number of scattered trees over the site, with the majority coniferous trees, 

including Larix decidua (European Larch) and Pinus sylvestris (Scots Pine) (Fig. 1), and some 

broadleaved trees (Fig. 2), including Fraxinus excelsior (Common Ash) and Prunus avium 

(Wild Cherry) . The conifers at the north of the site provide good connectivity to the 

broadleaved trees in the north boundary hedge, which connects to the area of woodland to 

the east of the survey area. 

2.2 Grassland 

The majority of the grassland on the site is amenity grassland, regularly managed for use as a 

lawn (Fig. 3). However, due to the topography of the landscape, some areas are too difficult 

to manage regularly, and in these areas a larger variety of species was observed. Species 

included Rumex acetosella (Sheep’s Sorrel) and Juncus squarrosus (Heath Rush) indicative of 

semi improved acid grassland (Fig. 4). 

2.3 Hedges 

The north and west boundaries of the site are bordered by hedges. The north hedge has a 

large number of trees growing in it, providing good connectivity to the scattered conifers in 

the north of the site and the woodland beyond the boundary to the east (Fig. 5). There are 

two hedges bordering the west of the site; one is a species poor intact hedge made up only 

of Buxus sempervirens (Box) (Fig. 2), the other is a hedge with large gaps in and therefore 

defunct. The defunct hedge is made up of several species such as Crataegus monogyna 

(Hawthorn), Ilex aquifolium (Holly) and Laurus nobilis (Laurel), however, as there are less 

than 5 woody species in the hedge, and some of these are non native, it is classified as 

species poor (Fig. 6). Although some of the hedges are defunct, all are bushy and well 

maintained and provide good connectivity around the boundary of the site to the woods to 

the east of the site and the bracken to the south. 

2.4 Coastal Heathland 

On the steep slopes that run down the east side of the site there is an abundance of coastal 

heath species including Ulex europaeus (Common Gorse) and Calluna vulgaris (Heather) (Fig. 

7). This connects to the large expanse of continuous bracken to the south of the site and to 

the broadleaved woodland to the east. 

2.5 Continuous Bracken 

The south east corner of the site is flatter than the eastern boundary but still unmanaged. 

Here, continuous bracken was observed (Fig. 8) which connects to an area of continuous 

bracken that spreads far south of the site (Fig. 9). Although the area of bracken is scattered 

with Ulex europaeus (Common Gorse), the dominant species is Pteridium aquilinum 

(Bracken). This area has therefore been designated as ‘Continuous Bracken’. 

Georgie
Highlight



Georgina Timmis 
Hines Hill Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

5 

 

5 
 

2.6 Introduced Shrub 

There are some areas of introduced shrub planted for ornamental reasons (Fig. 10). The 

dominant non native species planted was Hydrangea macrophylla (Hortensia) (Fig. 11). 

2.7 Exposed Rock 

There are some areas of exposed rock in the survey area. These exposures were small to 

medium, flat and mainly covered with Hedera helix (Common Ivy) (Fig. 12). 

2.8 Buildings 

There are four permanent structures on site; the main residential building, a large wooden 

barn, a stone shed (the roof of which has recently been removed), and a concrete machinery 

store holding two oil tanks. 

2.8.1 Main Building 

The main building is built with rendered concrete blocks with a tiled roof. Some of 

the tiles of the tiles on the roof have lifted leaving enough space for small bats such 

as Common Pipistrelle to enter (Fig. 13). Although no nests were observed during the 

survey, the main building has many eaves and gutters that birds could potentially use 

to build their nests (Fig. 14). There is also a small outdoor store room attached to the 

north of the property that has enough access for birds to use it as shelter (Fig. 15). 

2.8.2 Wooden Barn 

The wooden barn is in a mild state of disrepair and there are large access spaces 

throughout, including ventilation pipes in the roof and broken windows (Fig. 16). The 

space appeared to be too light to be a bat roost, however, it may be much darker 

with the main door closed (Fig. 17). No nests were observed within the barn, 

however it does have potential for nesting birds. 

2.8.3 Stone Shed 

The stone shed is in a severe state of disrepair, and the tile roof has been removed 

completely (Fig 18). Due to the removal of the roof, the building is likely to be too 

exposed to shelter bats or nesting birds. However the removed tiles have been leant 

against a nearby, south-facing wall and have potential to shelter reptiles such as 

Anguis fragilis (Slow Worm) (Fig 19). 

2.8.4 Machinery Store 

The machinery store has rendered, concrete walls and a tiled roof (Fig 20). Although 

the store is in good repair, there are large gaps between the door and the frame that 

could allow entry to larger bat species such as Rhinolophus hipposideros (Lesser 

Horseshoe) and Rhinolophus ferrumequinum (Greater Horseshoe) (Fig 21). There are 

also some lifted tiles on the roof and ivy growing down one wall that could provide 

shelter to smaller bat species such as Pipistrellus pipistrellus (Common Pipistrelle). 

The ivy covered wall is directly connected to the hedges lining the north of the site, 

which in turn connect to the woodland east of the site.  

Georgie
Highlight



Georgina Timmis 
Hines Hill Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

6 

 

6 
 

3 Recommendations for Further Survey 

3.1 Bats 

All UK bat species are European protected and therefore the UK has an obligation to protect 

their habitat, including links to important feeding areas. Although no bats were observed 

during the survey, potential bat habitat including roost areas and feeding corridors were 

noted on the site. It is therefore recommended that a bat activity survey be carried out in 

the landscape to determine foraging behaviour and an emergence survey also be carried out 

on the 2 buildings proposed to be demolished, the main residential building and the 

machinery store, to identify whether bats are using them to roost. 

3.2 Nesting Birds 

All wild birds, their eggs and their nests are protected, under the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981, from taking, killing or destroying whilst nesting. There are also records of Emberiza 

cirlus (Cirl Bunting) presence throughout South Devon, this species has special protection 

under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, and are therefore not allowed to 

be disturbed whilst nesting or when they have dependent young, including loud noise close 

to the nest. 

There is potential for nesting birds in the main building, wooden barn, bushy hedges and 

trees scattered around the site. As no nests were observed during the survey and most of 

the potential habitats are not going to be removed, no further survey is recommended. 

However as there is potential for nesting birds, and the presence of Cirl Buntings, some 

mitigation measures should be taken e.g. rescheduling works to avoid bird nesting season. 

3.3 Reptiles 

All native reptiles are protected in the UK under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (and 

subsequent amendments) making it an offence to intentionally kill or injure them. There is a 

large amount of potential habitat for reptiles, the site has grass of varying lengths and a 

southern aspect, allowing reptiles to bask and become active. The roof tiles leant against the 

south-facing wall also have potential for reptiles as well as the recently created wood pile. It 

is therefore recommended that a reptile survey be carried out by laying tiles of tin or 

bitumen roofing felt and regularly checking them to confirm if reptiles are present. 

3.4 Dormice 

Muscardinus avellanarius (Common Dormouse) is a European protected species, therefore it 

is illegal to intentionally or recklessly disturb them. There are currently records of Common 

Dormice in the area. 

The site has good connectivity to the diverse woodland to the east. Although the hedges to 

the west of the site have few species to support dormice, they are bushy and connect to the 

hedge to the north of the site which has a diverse range of tree species. It is therefore 

recommended that a nest tube survey be carried out to confirm whether dormice are 

present. 
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Appendix A: Phase 1 Habitat Map 
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Appendix B: Target Notes 

Target Note 1 Large wooden barn, mild disrepair, potential for bats and nesting birds (Fig. 17). 

Target Note 2 Gravel drive. 

Target Note 3 Ornamental flower bed with non native plant species (Fig. 22). 

Target Note 4 More scattered introduced shrub. 

Target Note 5 Machinery store containing oil tanks (Fig. 20). 

Target Note 6 Non native palm tree (Fig. 10). 

Target Note 7 Outdoor store room (Fig. 15). 

Target Note 8 Ornamental flower bed. 

Target Note 9 Rock exposure. 

Target Note 10 Ornamental flower bed. 

Target Note 11 Main residential building, tile roof, some tiles lifted, potential for bats (Fig. 13). 

Target Note 12 Rockery. 

Target Note 13 Old roof tiles placed south facing on grassland, potential for reptiles (Fig. 19). 

Target Note 14 Rubble. 

Target Note 15 Encroachment of heather on grassland of steep slope (Fig. 4). 

Target Note 16 Concrete drive. 

Target Note 17 Old stone shed, severe disrepair, roof removed entirely (Fig. 18). 

Target Note 18 Pile of planks, recently placed, potential for reptiles (Fig. 23). 
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Appendix C: Photographs 

 
Fig. 1: Scattered coniferous trees (north of site). Fig. 2: Scattered deciduous tree & species poor hedge. 

 
Fig. 3: Large expanse of amenity grassland. Fig. 4: Semi-improved acid grassland on steep slope. 

 
Fig. 5: Species poor defunct hedge (NW boundary). Fig. 6: Hedge with trees (north of site). 
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Fig. 7: Area of coastal heath at steep east boundary. Fig. 8: Area of bracken (south east of site). 

 
Fig. 9: Continuous bracken beyond site boundary. Fig. 10: Introduced ornamental shrub 

 
Fig. 11: Dominant introduced shrub Hortensia. Fig. 12: Exposed rock with covering of Ivy. 
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Fig. 13: Roof of main building with loose tiles. Fig. 14: Eaves and gutters of main building. 

 
Fig. 15: Outdoor store room Fig. 16: Ventilation that could allow bat access. 

 
Fig. 17: Interior of wooden barn. Fig. 18: Stone shed with roof removed. 
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Fig. 19: Roof tiles leant against south facing wall. Fig. 20: Machinery store. 

 
Fig. 21: Gap in machinery store doorway. Fig. 22: Ornamental flowerbed (See Target Note 3). 

 
Fig. 23: Pile of planks (See Target Note 17).  
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