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If you haven’t 
been swept 

up by the 
Hallyu wave, 

now is as 
good a time 

as any to get 
started. Here’s 

what you 
need to know 

about red-
hot boyband, 

2PM.  

 Hands up if you like 2PM: The heartthrobs from K-pop band 2PM (from left: Taecyeon, Nichkhun, Junho, Wooyoung, 
Junsu, Chansung) have left a trail of screaming girls in their wake across Asia after dropping just two albums in three years.

2PM was originally made 
up of seven members. 
Ex-leader, Korean-American 

Jay Park (Park Jaebeom; inset), 
resigned after just one year when 
the media published derogatory 
comments he’d allegedly made 
about Korea on his MySpace 
account. Despite the public 
backlash, Jay Park, who issued an apology following the 
scandal, has found success as a solo artist.
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Even with one man down, six is still a lot of 
boys to have in just one band. But in the world 
of K-pop, more is more (nine-man strong Super 

Junior, who once had 13 members, has lost their title 
as the world’s largest boyband to another K-pop act, 
A-Peace, that boasts 21 members!). And 2PM are no 
different. They’re actually one part of a 10-member 
boyband called One Day — the other part is a quartet 
named, well, 2AM (below). The more popular of the two, 
2PM boasts a repertoire of high-octane dance numbers 
while 2AM concentrates on ballads. Highly energy in the 

afternoon, mellow in the wee hours?

Both bands fi rst appeared 
in a documentary called 
Hot Blood, which followed 

the members’ rigorous vocal and 
dance training pre-showbiz in 2008. 
The 2PM boys have also earned a 
reputation for their “beastly idol” 
image (a term coined to describe 
their ripped bodies), thanks 
to Taecyeon who, according to 
Nichkhun, has a habit of “ripping off 
his shirt all the time on stage”. 

THE 2PM CHEATSHEET

2AM
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2PM: WHO’S WHO?
THE KALIFORNIAN 
Nichkhun Buck Horvejkul, 23
The California-born Nichkhun, who 
is of Thai and Chinese descent, 
is the only non-Korean member in 
2PM. With his playful and friendly 
demeanour — he was bouncing 

around striking poses during our photo shoot, and 
is the most chatty of the lot — it’s no surprise that 
he’s the most popular member here. Being a bit of a 
linguist probably doesn’t hurt — he speaks Korean, 
Thai, English, and some Mandarin.

THE ALPHA MALE
Kim Junsu, 23
The most masculine-looking dude 
(he’s not as pretty as the rest) and 
main vocalist of the sextet has a 
connection with our little island. His 
uncle invited him to stay here for a 

few months when he was 10, and he still has fond 
memories of our zoo and Sentosa. 

THE FLASHER
Ok Taecyeon, 22
Blame him every time you hyperven-
tilate at 2PM gigs. He’s responsible 
for affl icting his bandmates with an 
aversion to shirts on stage and 
creating their ‘beastly idol’ image. 

And you won’t just have to rely on body language to 
get through to him — he speaks fl uent English, 
having lived in Massachusetts for seven years. 

THE PERFORMER
Hwang Chansung, 21
He’s tone-deaf and sings in a boy-
band. But his brooding good looks 
more than make up for what he 
lacks in the vocal department. After 
undergoing the intensive training 

for 2PM’s debut album Hottest Time of the Day, he 
supposedly found his voice. But during their recent 
concert here, his solo segment was the only one 
without any singing — he performed a swordplay 
routine instead.
 

THE GUY’S GUY 
Jang Wooyoung, 22 
“No matter which country we go to, 
Wooyoung has the most guy fans 
at every autograph session,” offers 
Chansung helpfully. “We don’t know 
why!” Maybe it’s his alabaster skin? 

But don’t worry, ladies, he doesn’t bat for the other 
team. Earlier this year, he was rumoured to be dating 
his leading lady, IU, from the K-drama Dream High.

RAIN JUNIOR 
Lee Junho, 21 
A dead ringer for 
Rain. There were 
even rumours that 
he underwent plas-
tic surgery when he 

fi rst entered showbiz to look like the 
superstar. 

They should’ve 
included a pair of ear-
plugs with the price of 
admission for 2PM’s 

fi rst solo gig here earlier this 
month. The six boys, especially 
hot fave Nichkhun, incited 
ear-piercing screams with their 
sleek, synchronised dance moves 
to infectious hits like ‘Hands Up’ and ‘Heartbeat’. 
The hunks thrilled the 7,000-strong crowd of mostly 
gushing teen girls by occasionally interacting with 
the lucky fans in the mosh pit. But the real highlight 

for fans came after the encore when Chansung and 
Taecyeon burst to the front of the stage, removed their 
tops with a fl ourish, and threw their sweaty garments 
into the audience. Eww, um, we mean, yeah!

SCREAM!
READY, SET, 
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