Curriculum Leadership in the Arts Lesson Plan (with Art Ed additions)

Name:  April Thornton

Unit Title: Illustrators of Abstract Ink Creatures

Grade Level:  6-8

Length of Lesson:  40 min over 7 days

Task Description:  Students will use India ink medium to explore abstract shape in order to create an artwork that communicates meaning, much like an Illustrator.   Students will use technology for purposes of collaboration and research to create final presentation of artwork.  

Enduring Understanding: Students will expand upon their collaboration skills.  Students will be presented with the opportunity make connections to art in the classroom, art in their community, art in technology and art across the curriculum.

SC Visual and Performing Arts Standards Targeted:
Standard 3:  The student will examine the content of works of visual art and use elements from them in creating his or her own works.

VA8-3.2 Select and use subject matter, symbols, ideas, and the elements and principles of design to communicate meaning through his or her art making.

Standard 6:  The student will make connections between the visual arts and other arts disciplines, other content areas, and the world.

VA8-6.3 Identify specific visual arts careers and describe the knowledge and skills that one needs for these careers.

Prior Learning: Contour drawing, line, shape, Abstract art, Narrative art, doodling.  

Instructional Objectives:  

· Students will be able to demonstrate design principles and individual creativity by using India ink, marker and color pencil to create an artwork.

· Students will be able to identify (in artwork, record in journal) concepts of line, shape, and unity, narrative and abstract in an artwork. 

· Students will be able to collaborate and use technology to write a short story, poem or song lyrics about their artwork.  

Vocabulary: shape (geometric & freeform), line, color, texture, narrative, non-representational, abstract, illustration (illustrator), salary, commission, India ink, short story, poem, character.  

Curriculum Connections:  Language Arts/Poetry

Materials:    

Black India Ink, fine tip black markers, color markers or color pencil, straws (cut in half), cardstock (or any smooth paper), Internet access, dictionary, Shel Silverstein book (Light in the Attic, Where the sidewalk Ends), paint brushes, ramekin cups (plastic with lids), newspaper (to cover working area), plastic trays.

Resources: 

Flip Chart/Promethean Board

http://www.dailymonster.com
Shel Silverstein

http://shelsilverstein.com/Main.swf
Shel Silverstein books:  Light in the Attic, Where the sidewalk ends

http://timburton.com/
Instructional Procedures:

Teacher Strategies (Over 7 day period):  

Day 1:

· Students will enter the room and have a blank sheet of paper at their table (1 per student).  

· Instructor will display an illustrated image on the Promethean Board and prompt students to come up with 2 to 3 sentences that might tell a story about this image.  Example: Shel Silverstein image: Start with the phase, “This picture is about”...

· Instructor will use Promethean Board to display visual artworks and words to discuss Illustrators and careers in Illustration:

Shel Silverstein

Time Burton

Medical Illustrators

Marine Illustrators

· Instructor will point out specific art terms (see vocabulary). 

· Instructor will further the discussion by comparing Abstract art forms (breaking an object down to it’s most simple form) and an Illustrators designs.

· Illustrators often start with an abstract form or simple shape to begin their designs.

· Instructor will draw a simple form (example: an “S” form) on the Promethean Board.  Students will use the opposite side of the blank paper they were given when they entered class to copy the instructors’ abstract shape.  Student will have 30 seconds to draw upon the abstract shape.  

· Instructor will ask questions:  If we were going to create a character from this shape, where would the head go, where would the body go, does it have wings, etc…?

· Instructor will explain projects and allow for a question and answer session.

Day 2:

· Instructor will have a brief review of discussion on Day 1.

· Instructor will begin demonstration:  explaining appropriate use of materials, how to clean up etc…

· Instructor will demonstrate applying ink blob (with paint brush) and blowing ink blob to create abstract form.  

· Instructor will demonstrate using fine point pen to use line and shape to create ink creature.

· Instructor will demonstrate using colored pencils to fill in shapes of ink creature. 

· Students will be given one tray per table.  Instructor will distribute the trays.  Tray contents:  One small plastic container of India ink, (4) ½ straws, (4) inexpensive or old paintbrushes, newspaper and scrap paper.

· Students will be responsible for obtaining paper towels and instructor will provide aprons to protect clothing.

· Students will create rough draft on scrap paper.  Today will be about experimenting with the ink medium and sharing ideas about what the ink can do.

· Students may begin final drawing if approved by teacher.

Day 3:

· Brief review.

· Continue working on drawings.

Day 4:

· Brief review.

· Finish up drawings.

· Prior to putting students into groups to discuss creature and short story ideas, I will post a list of guidelines on the Promethean Board.  These guidelines will help ensure participation and cooperation from each group member and provide expectations for final presentation.

· Students will choose a paper out of a hat for random selection of partners.
· Teacher will move around the room to work with each group and give feedback, when necessary.

Day 5:

· Brief review

· Finish up drawings

· Finish up story/prepare for presentations

Day 6:

· Student Presentations

Day 7:

· Student Presentations

Introductory Statement/Motivation:  

Image by Shell Silverstien (illustrator) posted on Promethean Board.  Students will be prompted to make up a story for the image they see (what do you think this image is representing)?  In two to five sentences. 

Students Activities:

· Students will use knowledge of elements and principles of design to create abstract ink creature.

· Students will use Promethean technology to interact with working Illustrators.

· Students will use presentation software, digital cameras etc… to create presentation.  

· Students will collaborate to come up with name and short story, poem or song lyrics for artwork.

· Students will present artwork to class.

Early Finishers:  Students will be instructed to take out their personal journal and write a reflection about the project and the work of illustrators.  Design other creatures.

Clean up:  Students will wipe down their tables and throw away any trash found around their tables.  Students will return table trays to proper place.  They will discard newspaper in recycle bin, if necessary.  Students will clean paintbrushes and return to proper place.  Students will place artwork in drying area (name must be on back).  

Formative and Summative Assessment:  

Check for understanding of design concepts (principles, narratives, etc…) throughout the introduction: Pull student names out of bowl and ask questions.  

Check for individual student participation and understanding of in-group collaboration by moving around and interacting with each group (Each student will be responsible for at least five sentences).  Individual critique.  Pre & post assessment (quiz).

Accommodations:  

Repeat instructions 

Provide Visual and Verbal Instruction (FlipChart)

Provide Rules/Method for conduct in-group collaboration

Classroom rules posted/verbal reminders

Allow students to interact with Promethean Board technology

Allow students time at the computer lab, or classroom computer

Rhyme (Shel Silverstien) posted on Blackboard/Overhead for students to work on when they enter classroom

Attachments:

Pre-Assessment

Post-Assessment

Rubric

Pre-Assessment and Post-Assessment

Abstract/Illustrator Unit

1.
A work of art that tells a story is called: (c. Narrative art)

a. Functional art

b. Decorative art

c. Narrative art

d. Abstract art

2.
Abstract art:  (d. All of the above)

a. Nonfigurative

b. Nonobjective

c. Nonrepresentational

d. All of the above 

3.
Your job title is:  Illustrator!  List some of your career responsibilities  (at least five):  (design, draw, write, communicate with author, brainstorm, use technology (computer, Ipad etc…), budget, collaboration with editors/publishers/printers. 

Project Assessment Rubric (Ink Creature)

Student Name:




  Project:




	
	Advanced

(22-25 pts)
	Proficient

(18-21 pts)
	Basic

(11-17 pts)
	Below Basic

(10 pts or less)
	Total Pts:

	Technical Mastery:

Students ability

To use tools, techniques, media, and/or processes to meet intended goals.
	Used the media (Ink, color markers, sharpie) in exciting ways to represent texture, shape & line.
	Used the media (Ink, color markers, sharpie) to represent texture, shape & line.
	Used the media (Ink, color markers, sharpie) attempted to represent texture, shape & line.
	Did not attempt to use media or processes intended to meet goals.
	

	Creative Expression:

Students ability to communicate ideas and/or express emotion through original symbols and/or subject matter
	Student use of media and narrative align to create an artwork that communicates 

Ideas/emotion 
	Student s use of media and narrative somewhat align to be an artwork that communicates 

ideas/emotion
	Student s use of media and narrative try to align to be an artwork that communicates 

Ideas

Emotion
	Work does not show narrative qualities expressed through ideas/emotion
	

	Design Resolution:

Student’s ability to solve visual arts problems using the elements and principles of design
	Interesting Composition. Used texture, line and shape in exciting ways
	Somewhat used texture, line and shape in exciting ways
	Attempted to use texture, line and shape.
	Did not create organized composition or use the elements and principles of design (shape, line, texture)
	

	Presentation:

Student’s ability to produce a finished art work in terms of craftsmanship, presentation needs, and/or self evaluation
	Followed instructions for writing story and presenting work. Composed five or more sentences.
	Followed instructions for writing story and presenting work.  Disruptive during presentation.
	Missed more than three instructions for writing story & presenting work.  Disruptive during presentation.
	Did not write short story or participate in presentation.
	


Comments:







Final Grade:

Parent Signature (if below 70):








