Social History – Sample
Parents:  Kari Smith (Biological Mother)


   John Smith (Biological Father)


   Grace Conway (Foster Mother)
Address: 1234 Sadie Ln. 
Phone #: 817.683.2278

IDENTIFYING INFORMATION OF THE CHILD:

a) Child’s Name: Ella Smith
b) Date of Birth: 01/19/1995
c) Country of Birth: Wichita, KS, USA

d) Age: 16
e) Sex: Female
f) Year in School: 9th grade
SOURCES OF INFORMATION:
Date of Information: February 7th 2012, February 15th 2012 and February 21st 2012
1) Ella Smith
STRENGTHS: Ella described herself being dependable and loyal. She stated that she is very honest and protective over those she cares about. In school, she said that art is her strongest subject and that she follows directions very well.
CONCERNS: Ella is concerned with her ability to control her anger, especially when approached in a rude manner. She recognizes that she needs to work on controlling her anger and stated that her attitude gets her in trouble, because she has no filter. 

GOALS: Ella stated that her goals are to get her daughter back, graduate high school and open a daycare.

FAMILY BACKGROUND: Ella is the only daughter of John and Kari Smith. However, both Mr. and Mrs. Smith both have other children, separately. Mr. Smith has eleven children and Mrs. Smith has four children. Ella’s mother, Kari is currently working as a waitress at a strip club.  Ella stated that she knows that her mother did not graduate from high school, but does not know her reasons for leaving. Ella reported that while her mother was in school she had trouble with most subjects.  Ella’s father, John completed the 9th grade and had trouble with math and science. She stated that her parents separated when Ella was two months old. Ella reported substance abuse in the home, by her parents. Marijuana and Methamphetamines were both used. Neither of Ella’s parents received any special education services while in school, but Ella’s brother, Matthew, did receive special education services.  Ella has only lived with her siblings for short periods of time, but gets along with all of them. Ella reported that she stopped living at her parents’ house, by choice, at the age of 13. She explained that she lived with friends until she got pregnant at the age of 15. Ella moved back in with her father, temporarily while she was pregnant, until her daughter, Sarah Jessica was born. Both Ella and her daughter were placed in foster care in July 2011, because there was suspicion of abuse. Ella currently lives with her foster mother, Grace Conway and three foster siblings.  Ella stated that her father is still involved in Ella’s life even though he lives in Alabama, and only speaks to her mother briefly, when necessary. 

HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY: Ella stated that when she was born, she was in good condition and that her mother had no problems while she was pregnant with her. According to what her father has told her, Ella stated that she learned to crawl at eight months of age; her first steps were taken at nine months and her first word was spoken at 12 months of age.  During Ella’s childhood her primary caregiver was her father.  Time spent with her mother was sporadically unsupervised.  Growing up Ella had sustained many injuries.  At the age of five, Ella fell down a flight of stairs and sprained her ankle. The first time Ella was hospitalized was at the age of eight, due to a car accident. She had to have a piece of glass removed from her right eyelid and was coughing up blood for two days.  When Ella was nine years old, she was in another car accident, where the car had rolled.  Ella stated that she did not sustain any injuries that she knew of. At the age of 10 years old, Ella sprained her ankle when she was playing with a ball on the roof and fell off.  At the age of 11, she burned her leg from a bonfire she and a friend had built in the backyard. Then at the age of 13, Ella was hit by a car, while playing hide and seek at night.  Ella explained that when she was struck by the car, she hit the back of her head, and then the front of her head. Ella stated that she had a bump on her head for a couple of weeks, but did not go to the hospital to get checked out.  During her pregnancy, Ella reported that she suffered from pneumonia, premature contractions, bleeding and a UTI.  Ella was hospitalized for a week when she had pneumonia.  Ella reported that she was 16 years old and 8 months into her pregnancy when she gave birth to her daughter, Sarah Jessica. She stated that Sarah weighed 6lbs. 8oz. and that she was in good condition at birth. Currently, Ella has no health concerns. She is on a prescription for Ibuprofen and reported that she on occasion she has disrupted sleep. She described that some nights she will wake up for a couple hours and then will eventually go back to sleep.
SCHOOL HISTORY: Ella reported that she started school by attending preschool at the age of five. During elementary schools she changed schools five times and then stopped attending school during the middle of fifth grade.  Ella explained that growing up she had truancy issues because her mother would not take her and her siblings to school. She started sixth grade the following year and changed schools six times during middle school. She stopped attending school during the eighth grade, at the age of fourteen, and has been out of school for two years. Ella started attending school this year, as a freshman in high school. Her attendance this year has been the most consistent attendance Ella has ever had.  Ella reported that she has always had trouble with math and science, starting in elementary school. She said that English is easier for her because it is straight forward and the answers are in the book. She also stated that she has no problems with reading comprehension. Ella reported that she has a hard time studying for tests because she does not remember the information well. Ella also reported that she has been suspended several times for her behavior. She has never been tested for any educational services in the past.
