
People throughout the country  
have read about Max Katz’s  
discreet philanthropy. 

Before he died in 2010 at age 89,  
Katz had donated more than $160,000 to 
the College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources with an additional 
estate gift of $126,000. The Max Katz 
Memorial Scholarship Fund now exceeds 
$300,000.

“He lived an extremely unpretentious 
and simple lifestyle,” says Fred Katz, Max’s 
brother and a 1951 chemistry master’s alum-
nus. “He decided to help others in need with-
out recognition, which became his hallmark 
and reputation. He could have lived a much 
better lifestyle, but he preferred the simple 
life and to help others.”

Max Katz was born July 25, 1921, in 
Jesberg, Germany. He was the second of 
three boys responsible for gathering and 
bringing home the family’s cattle. Because 
they were Jewish, the Nazis ordered the 
family to halt their cattle trade. As they 
continued to trade in the dark of night,  
Max became part of a dangerous profession.

When the family decided it was no 
longer safe, it turned to Katz’s uncle, 
Jake, who lived in Stillwater. Jake Katz 
helped secure the paperwork that allowed 
his nephew to arrive in New York City 
in 1938 with $40 in his pocket. Later 
that year, Fred Katz and his parents left 
Germany and joined Max and his older 
brother, Walter, in Stillwater. 

After service with the U.S. Army Air 
Corps in World War II, Max Katz earned 
a business certificate from OSU. He then 
pursued his passion in the cattle industry. 
He started out as a gofer doing odd jobs 
before working up to a buying position. 

Katz traveled nationwide to buy cattle 
for several markets before his 1953 return 
to Stillwater, where he started his own 
buying. With little sleep and a lot of deter-
mination, Katz built a commission-cattle 
buying business. 

“I never made a lot of money, just a 
dollar at a time,” Katz said one time. 

“Max Katz was a quiet, humble and 
reserved individual who certainly under-
stood the meaning of hard work and the 
importance of family,” says Don Ethridge, 
a longtime friend and accountant. “His 
drive to work hard, learn and succeed was 
only overshadowed by his desire to share 
his good fortune with others. He was 
dedicated to the agriculture community, 
which he credited with providing him a 
wonderful life experience.”

As Katz’s business began to flourish, 
he continued to live frugally. When friends 
suggested visiting a restaurant, Katz 
would reply, “I don’t need to go out to eat. 
I have soup at home.”

He never forgot how others helped him 
exchange the oppression of his homeland 
for the opportunity to build a successful 
career in America. He was determined 
to return the favor by supporting future 
generations through higher education.

“Mr. Katz had a great love for agri-
culture, the lifestyles associated with it, 
and the people who live those lives,” says 
Steve Damron, interim assistant dean 
of academic programs for the College 
of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources. “He also helped the view 
that 4-H and FFA were noble and useful 
organizations doing foundational work in 
the lives of young people. With his endow-
ment, he helped assure that agriculture 
will continue to benefit from educated 
individuals helping it grow and prosper.” 

Katz wanted his donations to remain 
anonymous until he passed, so the fund 
that has supported more than 40 students 
since 2001 was only recently named the 
Max Katz Memorial Scholarship.

“This scholarship has certainly helped 
continue my dream,” says Kassie Winn, 
animal science and pre-vet senior. “Trying 

to excel in my coursework and remain 
active in clubs such as Meat Science 
Association and the Meats Judging Team, 
while working to pay for college, really 
takes a balance of time and effort. This 
scholarship has helped alleviate some of 
the pressure involved in trying to do it all. 
I greatly appreciate the assistance from the 
late Mr. Katz, and I will not disappoint as 
I continue my education.”

His impact will continue to grow as 
his scholarship perpetually helps students 
increase their contributions to society.

“He had a very charitable attitude, not 
only for family, but for youth who wish 
to make agriculture a way of life, and he 
did that through endowing a scholarship 
program,” says Ethridge, a 1969 account-
ing alumnus. 

“It was sometimes difficult to get him  
to talk about himself, but if you could get 
him to reflect on his life you would see  
the real character of a man who had a  
great drive to succeed, who was honest 
in his dealings, dedicated to family and 
to serving his country — one who had 
overcome many obstacles to share in the 
American dream.”

Brittanie Douglas

Success from Hard Work  
and a Simple Lifestyle

OSU alumnus recognized  
after years of anonymous support.

Max Katz at one of his ranches in the early 
1990s. For about 10 years Katz anony-
mously supported a scholarship fund. The 
fund was named in his honor after his 
death in 2010.

The Katz brothers at 
Max Katz 85th birthday 
celebration in 2006 at 
the OSU Student Union. 
From the left are Fred, 
Max and Walter Katz. 

“He decided to help others  
in need without recognition, 

which became his  
hallmark and reputation.” 

 — Fred Katz
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