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VARIETY

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Local “folk nouveau” group Take Three will release its new album, “The
Fox,” at a celebration and concert tonight at StageNorth in Washburn.

CD RELEASE

A musical delight
Take Three to debut ‘The Fox’ CD at StageNorth
BY RICK OLIVO

CD release show

STAFF WRITER

Musicians Tom Draughon, Lisa
McGinley and Kevin McMullan have all
been around the area for over a quarter of a century, and are acknowledged
masters at what is sometimes referred
to as “folk nouveau,” but the truth is
they are far too versatile to fit into any
convenient pigeonhole.
The three have been integral parts
of the movable feast that is the North
Country music scene, having played
together and with many others in
countless combinations over the years.
And that doesn’t even count their solo
efforts.
However with their new CD, “The
Fox,” the three have come together as
“Take Three” and proven that the sum
of their whole takes full advantage of
their musical parts.
That includes guitar, fiddle, bass,
whistle, autoharp, bodhran and banjo,
and wonderful vocals. In a dozen numbers they range from traditional Appalachian to Celtic and even swing.
It’s a delightful mix of vocals and instrumentals, traditional pieces and new
compositions, all performed with the
consummate musical skill you’d expect
from artists of this caliber, but they are
also played with an exceptional sense of
heart that can only come from musicians who truly love the material they
are presenting.
“I’ve been doing music off and on
with Lisa since the late 1970s,” said
Draughon. “We’ve been in several bands
together, including ‘Second Wind,’ and
‘Way Up North’ in the 90s.”
One of the catalysts behind the new
combination is that Draughon, best
known for his instrumental work,
wanted to add vocals.
“There are a lot of great instrumental
players that I get to play with, but singing seems to be something where it’s a
little bit more difficult to find people to
do harmonies with,” he said.
McMullen, who Draughon called “a
phenomenal fiddle player,” is also a
singer, and Draughon said he was a
natural for a group built around fine
musicianship and harmonies.
“We’re kind of like a nouveau Peter

7:30 p.m. tonight at StageNorth, 123
W. Omaha St., Washburn. For more information, contact StageNorth at (715)
373-1194 or visit their website at www.
stagenorth.com.

Paul and Mary in a way,” laughed
Draughon. “It gives me a chance to
write some interesting vocal arrangements that aren’t the same stodgy
arrangements you would hear everywhere. It’s fun and it’s working great.”
Draughon said the trio’s chemistry is
excellent.
“We all get along famously, we joke a
lot, laugh a lot and really have a very
good time.”
Draughon said the CD was a collaborative project, with each member
contributing selections.
Because of the complexity of some of
the selections, getting everything polished took considerable effort, he said.
“But they are fun when they work,”
he said.
Draughon also said “The Fox” was not
a one-time-only good deal. In fact, he
hoped the three would get together for a
follow-up, although he noted, “The Fox”
is a collection that did not come together
easily.
“The recording process can take a long
time,” Draughon said. “To record a song
on a multi-track system can take hours
and hours. You tend to do one part at a
time, because then you can have more
control over the sound when you play
them and mix them all together, and
mixing can take more hours. Multiply
that by 12 songs on the CD.
And then there is trying to get everybody together, because life gets in the
way of having fun. Kevin lives in the
Spooner area and it can be a challenge
to get together and rehearse.”
The process of getting “The Fox” organized, recorded mixed and produced has
taken about five years, including three
years to produce the CD.
“It’s been worth the effort, and we
are all glad to get it to this point,”
Draughon said.
Rick Olivo can be reached at rolivo@
ashlanddailypress.net.

ON THE RADIO

‘Studio Sessions’ to feature
musician Bruce Burnside
The Northland College
radio station 97.7 WRNCLP will feature local
musician and Bayfield
resident Bruce Burnside
on the next installment of
“Studio Sessions” today
at 7:30 p.m. Burnside will
discuss the release of his
5th and newest album
“For All The World to
See.”
Burnside developed a
love and interest for playing music as a child, buying his first Stella guitar
for two dollars at age
12. He grew up outside
of Chicago listening to
electric blues musicians
like Muddy Waters and
Howlin’ Wolf.
Burnside says his
mother would tell him
stories about him running
downstairs when he was

two to listen to American
country music singer Tex
Ritter on the radio.
“I can’t really explain
it except that it’s just
something inside of me
that when I’m part of
music it’s a very complete
sensation,” says Burnside. “I like the emotion
that music transmits.”
Burnside’s album features songs with historical influences, as well as
influences from a variety
of musical genres. He
says the album reflects a
spiritual statement about
life.
Burnside has helped
create The Led Balloon
Jug Band, Lost Nation
String Band and Lake
Superior Big Top Chautauqua. In addition, he
has created original mu-

sic and theater pieces, including “Unsung Stories
of the Civil War,” “Lincoln’s Living Legacy,” and
“The Bullfrog Banjaree,”
which won a Children’s
Music Web Award.
Burnside is also the
Artistic Director of Forgotten Wisdom, a local
nonprofit organization
that engages students in
the upper Midwest.
To learn more, tune in
Friday at 7:30 p.m. on
97.7 WRNC-LP. Listeners can stream the show
online at www.wrnclp.
org. For more information
on upcoming shows, call
(715) 682-1664 or email
md@wrnclp.org. WRNC
welcomes local musicians
who live in the area to
be interviewed on the
program.

