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 Jamaal Fudge wants to go home. 
 The Clemson safety is a native of Jacksonville, FL, the site of the inaugural Atlantic Coast Conference 
Championship game, and he wants to play in front of his home crowd. 
 However, the Tigers must successfully navigate through one of their toughest schedules to date to win the Atlantic 
Division of the new 12-team conference for a chance to play on December 3.  Clemson plays host to perennial top-25 teams 
Texas A&M, Miami (FL), Boston College, and Florida State this season along with Duke and Temple, while traveling to 
Maryland, N.C. State, Georgia Tech, Wake Forest, and South Carolina. 
 Fudge said the team’s goal is to reach the title game.  “It’s the first ACC Championship game; and I want to be 
there.” 
 The senior is glad that the conference decided to expand and thinks that there is parity from top to bottom.  “It’s 
showing that the ACC has become a powerhouse football league.  Anybody can beat you.” 
 The preseason honors Fudge has received are then an even bigger mark of respect in such a talented conference.  He 
was named first-team All-ACC by Athlon and Sporting News, and earned a second-team selection by Lindy’s.  Sporting 
News also ranked Fudge as the seventh-best free safety in the nation.  Pretty impressive considering Fudge was the Tigers’ 
starting strong safety last season and that he arrived at Clemson as a cornerback. 
 Fudge had little problems converting to safety from a corner after he arrived in Tigertown, as evidence by his 
statistics from the last two seasons.  “Switching from cornerback to safety wasn’t too bad,” said the fifth-year senior.  “I had 
to become more physical.  It was a lot more pressure to read the defenses, but it turned out to be a good decision by the 
coaches and my part.” 
 Fudge earned the starting position at rover, which is basically a strong safety, to begin the 2003 season and has not 
missed a start since.  For those of you counting, his streak is 24 straight entering tonight’s game.  He finished third on the 
team in tackles that year, recording 116, and played more snaps than any other Tiger defender with 850. 
 Fudge, whose teammates affectionately refer to as the “Candyman,” is known for his physical style of play.  The 
hard hitter stands just 5’10” tall and frequently faces receivers whose six-foot-plus heights tower above him, but he does not 
let his size interfere with making a hard hit.  Nor does he let it affect his productivity. 
 “Jamaal is an unsung hero; a steady, quiet player,” Clemson first-year Defensive Coordinator and Defensive Backs 
Coach Vic Koenning said.  “He’s been a productive player the last few years, but hasn’t gotten the acclaim of a Justin Miller 
or a Tye Hill.  He isn’t going to draw that kind of attention to himself, but he typifies the ‘actions speak louder than words’ 
cliché.” 
 Fudge’s style befits him, as his mother named him after four-time NBA Champion Jamaal Wilkes.  Although 
Wilkes’ colleagues in the league respected his subtle style of play, his many accomplishments were often overlooked by the 
casual fan.  That was the case in college as well, as Wilkes played in the shadow of Bill Walton at UCLA. 
 Harry Potter fans may also recognize some similarities between Fudges, as Clemson’s defensive back and the 
wizarding world’s Minister of Magic share a common surname.  Both characters can be described as defending the “good 
guys” and are considered safe-keepers, one of the endzone and the other of peace.  I think, however, that Tiger fans can be 
assured that their Fudge will not be facing imperius curses from Death Eaters or Lord Voldemort’s evil powers. 
 Nonetheless, like his namesake Wilkes, the current Tiger feels he is often underrated around the conference due to 
his height.  Yet, those same people fail to notice his ability to hit, and hit hard. 
 One of his most notable hits came during the 2003 season against #24 Virginia.  Fudge knocked out a third-down 
pass to Cavalier tight end Heath Miller in the endzone to prevent a touchdown.  Virginia then had to settle for a field goal in 
the game that the Tigers eventually claimed in overtime. 
 That game ranks as Fudge’s self-described top performance.  He turned in 20 total tackles that day, which tied the 
Clemson record for tackles by a defensive back. 
 “It seemed like every play I was making a tackle,” remembered Fudge. 
 In another of his best games, Fudge had two interceptions at South Carolina in the Tigers’ 63-17 victory.  That game 
is also a Fudge favorite, but he wishes he had been able to score. 
 “I tripped,” he explained regretfully of his return that ended at the South Carolina three. 
 He had four total picks in 2003 to lead the team in that category. 
 In 2004, Fudge recorded three more interceptions, which tied current New York Jet Justin Miller for first on the 
team and seventh in the ACC.  Fudge has a chance this year to become the first player in school history to lead the Tigers in 
interceptions in three consecutive seasons.  Current NFL players Dexter McCleon and Antwan Edwards are the only other 
Tigers since 1972 to lead the team in interceptions for two straight seasons. 
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 In addition to his seven interceptions, which he has returned for 121 yards, Fudge has also broken up 19 passes over 
his career.  He collected two in his red-shirt freshman campaign, seven as a sophomore, and 10 last season. 
 His 66 tackles in the 2004 season helped the Tigers achieve a 12th-place mark in the nation in pass efficiency 
defense.  Entering tonight’s game, he has recorded at least one tackle in 34 consecutive games.  In fact, Fudge has posted at 
least one tackle in every game in which he has participated on defense at Clemson. 
 He has also been responsible for two fumbles over his career, with both coming during the 2003 season.  In another 
game-saving play for the Jacksonville native, Fudge forced the ball loose from North Carolina’s Darian Durant at the one-
yard line with just 42 seconds left.  David Dunham recovered in the endzone, saving the Tigers’ eight-point win. 
 Growing up, Fudge followed the San Francisco 49ers and their superstar players such as Ronnie Lott, Deion 
Sanders, Ricky Watters, Steve Young, and Jerry Rice.  He did not begin playing the sport himself, however, until he was 11 
years old. 
 Fudge’s cousin was a coach for a Pop Warner/Pee Wee league in the Jacksonville area and recruited the young 
Fudge for his team.  His first season was spent playing with and against 13 and 14-year-olds, two and three years his senior. 
 “He told me, ‘We need to get you out playing ball,’” recalled Fudge.  “I enjoyed it and made a lot of friends, so I 
kept playing.” 
 His first position was running back, because he was faster than anybody else.  Soon after, he moved to the other side 
of the ball. 
 “I developed a mean streak and wanted to play defense,” the shy Fudge said. 
 He claims a different personality comes out when he is on the field. 
 Although he did not start out as a defensive player, Fudge closely watched the play of Lott and was able to 
incorporate some of the NFL Hall of Famer’s style when he switched sides. 
 “He had a relentless pursuit to the ball and made good hits,” Fudge described.  “He intimidated opponents by the 
way he played, so I try to emulate that.” 
 His mother Joyce Williams could not always attend the games, but she heard about her son’s talent and encouraged 
him at home.  Fudge claimed that she often provided him with motivation and has had a big impact on his athletic career. 
 At Edward H. White High School, Fudge had 81 tackles and nine interceptions as a defensive back.  He returned 
three of those interceptions for touchdowns and recorded four more touchdowns off of punt returns during his senior year.  
He earned AAAAA all-state honors as both a junior and a senior, as well as all-district, all-area, and all-conference honors. 
 This was after he had torn his ACL during his sophomore year.  Fudge was determined to return from the injury and 
set his sights on playing college football.  The fact that his older brother Maurice was not able to attend college further fueled 
his desire. 
 The schools came calling, and Fudge had a decision to make.  He chose Clemson and has never once regretted his 
selection. 
 Former Assistant Rick Stockstill recruited Fudge and made a good impression with his parents.  Stockstill also had a 
family connection, which Tiger fans should be thankful for, as he used to coach Fudge’s uncle Willie Britton at Central 
Florida. 
 Stockstill’s influence was not the only factor that persuaded Fudge to become a Tiger.  Clemson offered many more 
advantages. 
 “It was closer to home than Indiana or Arkansas, and the people were friendly when I came,” Fudge said.  
“Everybody made me feel like I already fit in.  I would go to the Internet sites where people were talking about recruits who 
could contribute, and my name was on that list.” 
 The fans respected his talents before he played a minute in Memorial Stadium, and Fudge appreciates the support he 
and the team receive from them. 
 “There is nothing like gameday in Death Valley and the experience of playing in front of all those fans.” 
 The atmosphere and tradition of Tiger football was another reason Fudge chose Clemson. 
 “You hear about the game from Thursday through Sunday,” he laughed. 
 Fudge also has great admiration for the Hill, not only for its mystique, but for its steepness and challenges as well. 
 “Rubbing the Rock and running down the Hill - nobody else experiences anything like that in college football.  I’ve 
learned to walk down sideways after watching a few people stumble.” 
 As a senior this year, maybe he will be able to set the pace, though it often depends on which bus arrives at the gate 
first. 
 Fudge will graduate on December 22 with a degree in parks, recreation, & tourism management.  His plans are then 
to focus on the NFL draft, and concentrate on training for the combine and tryouts.  However, he understands the value of his 
diploma. 
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 “I’m going to give the NFL a shot, but if it doesn’t work out, I have a degree to fall back on.” 
 Although many of the sport management majors hope to enter the coaching field, Fudge has absolutely no desire to 
pursue that career path.  He has observed his coaching staff’s lifestyle - at work by 7:00 AM and often at the office until 
10:00 at night - and wants no part of it. 
 “I do not want to coach,” he stated emphatically.  “It is too stressful.” 
 However, he does not have any specific career plans following his football career, at whichever level it concludes.  
He just wants to take a break and enjoy life after the demanding schedule of a student-athlete. 
 Maybe his name and/or nickname will be prophetic in ways off the field.  Could we possibly see Fudge serving in 
politics, protecting the country?  Or perhaps he will open and run a sweet shop? 
 Right now, though, all we can be sure of is that the Jacksonville native is awaiting a trip home. 
 


