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Ice Cream 
Social

last September, the Council wel-
comed Japanese students to Stillwa-
ter and the oSu campus by host-
ing an ice cream social at the Wes 
Watkins Center. fifteen students 
from Kansai Gaidai university in 
osaka, Japan, came to Stillwater for 
one semester of study at the english 
language institute (eli). regular 
academically enrolled Japanese stu-
dents, eli instructors, council mem-
bers, and friends made up the addi-
tional 35 in attendance. 

after completing their semester of 
english studies, the Kansai Gaidai 
group departed Stillwater for their 
return to osaka.

The Sister Cities Council is an active 
part of the municipal government 

of the City of Stillwater. The city govern-
ment and the council are committed to 
our sister city in Kameoka, Japan, and are 
committed to welcoming all international 
students and visitors to our community.
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The September Concert
Founded on the first anniversary of 9/11, The September 

Concert is a New York-based, now global, event which 
envelops the world in music. It is the acclaimed mission and 
accomplishment of The September Concert to bring together 

communities in celebration of peace and 
humanity. 

On Friday, Sept.9, the Stillwater Sister 
Cities Council hosted the September 
Concert at the Stillwater Middle School. 
Highlights of The September Concert were 
a performance by the OSU International 
Drum Troupe and a sing-a-long to “Give 
us Hope.”

Last August, Oklahoma hosted the 
 Ambassador of Japan to the United States, 

His Excellency Ichiro Fujisaki. Friday afternoon 
there was a ceremony in the House Chambers 
at the State Capitol followed by a reception on 
the second floor rotunda. 

Because of Stillwater’s long and very 
successful sister cities affiliation with 
Kameoka, our city was well represented by 
several members of city government, OSU, 
Stillwater public schools and Stillwater Sister 
Cities Council. There was a very supportive 
overflow crowd including elected state 
officials; members of Japan’s Consul General office 
in Houston; Honorary Consul Generals representing Japan, England, Spain, Norway 
and Switzerland; the immediate past president and a board member of Sister Cities 
International; and many others from around the state and from other states.

The ambassador spoke about the March earthquake and tsunami and recovery efforts 
and thanked the American people for their generous support. Although there was virtually 
no impact to the south and west of Tokyo, tourism has dropped by about a third, and he 
encouraged Americans to visit his country.

 Japan’s Ambassador Visits Oklahoma

The Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tokyo announced that it will honor  
 OSU Professor Emeritus Larry D. Jones with a special commendation for more than 

25 years of  contributions toward strengthening Japan-U.S. relations. Jones will receive the 
Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs Commendation from ministry officials who will travel to 
Stillwater later this year for formal ceremonies to present the award, which will be wrapped in 
pure silk to commemorate the occasion.

“I am very honored and humbled to be selected for this commendation. It has been a 
privilege for me to work with others in our community and in Japan to promote and foster 
international friendship and understanding through Stillwater’s Sister Cities program,” said 
Jones. “OSU has also provided wonderful opportunities to work with international students in 
my classes as well as participate in international education projects in Japan.”

Jones calls his interaction with Japan and 
its culture “natural” since Kayo, his wife of 
more than 53 years, is a native of Japan. “My 
interest in the culture and customs of people 
from other countries started with her and 
the people of her country. In addition to 
living and working in several countries, 
we have traveled throughout Japan and 
had the opportunity to spend two years in 
Kameoka.”

The Honorable Lloyd Hardin, the 
Honorary Consul General of Japan for 
Oklahoma, emphasized that such com-
mendations are awarded after decades 
of effort by individuals who have made significant contributions 
to the promotion of cultural and educational exchanges with Japan.“The Japanese Foreign 
Minister’s Commendation evidences the high esteem in which Dr. Larry Jones is held by the 
Japanese people and the government of Japan. The bridges of friendship he built are a legacy 
that will last forever within the international community,” said Hardin, speaking on behalf of 
the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Born and raised in Perkins, Jones entered the U.S. Armed Forces and spent time in Japan 
and Korea in the Army Signal Corps. While in Japan, he met and married Kayo whose home is 
Kyoto, which is also the ancestral home and historical capitol of the Japanese imperial family.

After his discharge from the military, Jones enrolled at OSU and completed his B.S. degree, 
accepting a position at the Los Alamos National Laboratory where he worked on a linear ac-
celerator project. From Los Alamos, he moved to Orange County California where he served 
as an aerospace engineer on the Apollo-Saturn project that put man on the moon.

Japan to Honor OSU Professor Emeritus Jones

Kansai Gaidai University students from 
Osaka, Japan gather at Wes Watkins Center

Continued on p. 2



Tomodachi club
2011 Contributors

Tomodochi Club supports the activities of the Sister 
Cities Council. The people listed here demonstrate a deep 
commitment to the council’s core values, which include 
encouraging cultural understanding and helping Stillwater 
reflect on complex global realities and interconnection 
in our changing world. Members of the Tomodachi Club 
help the Sister Cities Council provide innovative and 
meaningful projects that benefit all area residents. 

Levels:
gakusei (student) ..................$5
tomodachi (friend)  ..............$10 to $99
Samurai (warrior)..................$100 to $299
Daimyo (feudal lord) .............$300 to $599
Shogun (ruling general) ........$600 and up

dennis and loretta Bertholf
Betty Howell

Steve, Becky and andrew James
larry and Kayo Jones

liz Konigmacher
Pauline Kopecky

Mel and Mariann Miller
terry and Martha Miller

John Mills
Judy nelson

Matthew Payne
Mary and Marvin rupp

Harold and Mary lou Sare
Yasuto, Gina and rozina taguchi

The list of contributors includes donors who contributed 
between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2011. Every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy of this list. For questions or to 
become a member, call (405) 533-8433.

ciTy of STillwaTer / SiSTer ciTieS council 
Vol. 5, iSSue 1 (Spring 2012)

The Kameoka Tomodachi Newsletter

Continued from p. 1…

Japan Honors Jones 

20th Reunion of OSU-K Students
 In early November 1987, a delegation from Kameoka led by for-

mer Mayor of Kameoka, Yoshihisa Taniguchi, came to Stillwater 
to help celebrate the 2nd anniversary of our sister cities affiliation. 
During their time in Stillwater, the group visited several places 
including the OSU campus that included a visit to the English Lan-
guage Institute (ELI). During the tour of the ELI program, Mayor 
Taniguchi asked if it would be possible to set up a similar program 
in Kameoka. That conversation continued over the next couple of 
years and eventually grew from an ELI program to a branch campus 
called Oklahoma State University-Kyoto or OSU-K. 

The model for the program was one year of English language 
instruction in the ELI program in Stillwater followed by two years 
of Freshman and Sophomore level general education classes on the 
OSU-K campus in Kameoka at which the students returned to OSU 
for upper division classes in their chosen field of study.

In May 1990, a group of 151 young people from throughout 
Japan arrived on the OSU campus as the first class of OSU-K 
students. Each semester for the next five years, a new group of 
students arrived until the OSU-K campus was forced to close its 
doors, primarily due to the rapidly declining Japanese economy.

In late June 2011, former OSU-K students returned to the former 
OSU-K campus in Kameoka for a 20th anniversary reunion. By all 
accounts, the approximately fifty former students and ten former 
staff members had a great time renewing friendships.

WONDERtorium hosts Thank You Party

Since the WONDERtorium opened on Oct. 15, many  OSU 
students from Japan have volunteered to teach visitors the 

customes of Japanese children. Many were students of the English 
Language Institute and in Stillwater for only one semester while 
others remained for the whole year or to finish their degree. 

In December we had a thank you party at the WONDERtorium. 
Sister City Chair Larry Jones greeted the students and thanked 
them for sharing their culture with the children (and adults) of 
Stillwater. Debbie Williams, Program Coordinator for the WON-
DERtorium, also expressed her gratitude. Yu Mizuki and Miku Su-
zuki were particularly thanked for their work scheduling students 
to help every weekend. At times they even brought the volunteers 
themselves. Catherine Mintmire was recognized for her amaz-
ing work painting Mt. Fuji. Students enjoyed eating the delicious 
snacks provided, seeing the entire museum and “playing to learn” 
just as the children do. Some even talked with Santa, who just hap-
pened to drop by.

Thirteen awesome volunteers returned to Japan in December 
and those who remain volunteer at the WONDERtorium as much 
as their studies permit. If you are interested in volunteering in 
Kameoka Kids, please contact Nancy Simpson at (405) 880-5306. 

Mayor Welcomes INTL. Students 

Awarm Oklahoma welcome was extended to international  
students and their families on Aug. 20, as they were greeted at 

the Mayor’s Welcome for International Students at the Wes Watkins 
Center. Students got a taste of life in Stillwater when approximately 
30 exhibitors had tables highlighting their services. Mayor Nathan 
Bates greeted the students as they arrived. Representatives from 
OSU spoke to the students, and encouraged involvement in campus 
and city-wide activities.

Entertainment for the evening was all about Oklahoma culture 
as the international students learned the state song, watched re-
nowned roper Richard Heinrich perform rope tricks, and expe-
rienced a bull-whip demonstration by representatives from the 
Pawnee Bill Ranch. Following this, Barbara Wells-Kime taught the 
students several line-dancing routines. The students enjoyed this 
immensely, as there was a lot of participation and many smiles.

Tulsa OLLI Classes a Hit Again

Back by popular demand … the Oscher Lifelong Learning Institute  
 in Tulsa asked Stillwater Japanese enthusiasts to present a series 

of six classes on Japanese culture. After presenting a total of 12, two 
hour classes for OLLI participants in Stillwater, we were ready, will-
ing, and able to offer our talents to Tulsa. Tulsa also has a Sister City, 
Utsunomiya, Japan. 

Larry Jones, Chairman of Stillwater’s Sister Cities Council, provided 
an overview, a pictorial tour of Japan. Larry also shared pictures 
and information about Japanese Gardens. 

Nancy Wilkinson, recently retired art historian specializing in Asian 
Art, taught about traditional Japanese art. 

Koji Ishida, a former OSU Masters Degree student who had worked as 
a wedding planner in Japan prepared a power point about Japanese 
weddings. Nancy Simpson shared this most interesting informa-
tion. 

Evan Tonsing, a retired OSU professor and world music enthusiast, 
informed participants about traditional Japanese music. 

Marti and Richard Dermer have traveled the world flying kites. They 
led participants in making their own Japanese kite and flying it in 
beautiful LaFortune park! 

Harold Sare, OSU Professor Emeritus of Political Science, concluded 
the series by sharing his knowledge of the Japanese political system, 
both traditional and current. 

Participants gave each presenter rave reviews. They enjoyed the 
virtual tour without the headaches of actual travel. 

Sister Cities Council Hosts Potluck

In November 2011, the Stillwater Sister Cities Council hosted  a 
potluck dinner at the City of Stillwater Community Center to 

bring together OSU students from Japan and the Stillwater com-
munity. We had a great turnout with 22 students and 11 couples 
or individuals who offered to host the students however often each 
host family and their students agreed upon. 

There were approximately 50 people in attendance. In addition 
to the good Japanese and American food, and pairing students and 
host families, we had games and Japanese storytelling. The host 
families are Bud and Gloria Lacy; Karel and Ron Payne; Latasha 
Wilson; Nancy and Gary Simpson; Judy Jenlink and David Bradley; 
Kari Quigley; Tim and Crystal Huff; Paul Hsu; Yasuto and Gina 
Taguchi; Nelda and Ken Helt; and Linda and Ray Ely.

Jones completed the requirements for his M.S. and doctorate at 
OSU, and spent a year in Algeria where he taught at the National 
Institute for Electricity and Electronics. He joined the OSU faculty 
in the College of Engineering, Architecture and Technology in 
1979 and taught electronics and computer technology.

During his 20 years at OSU, Jones was involved in educational 
projects in Pakistan, Jordan and Japan. He lived and worked in 
Jordan for six months and spent two years in Japan as the associate 
director of the former OSU-K campus in Kameoka. He was a 
charter member and president of the Kameoka Sister City Council. 
He has traveled through all 47 of Japan’s prefectures.

Jones has a great appreciation for Japanese culture, especially 
Japanese landscape gardens. He and his wife led a group from 
Stillwater to Japan in November 2007. During that trip the group 
traveled through much of the southern half of Japan.


