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Barrasso remains aware of nation’s fuel crisis 

STILLWATER, Okla.– U.S. Sen. John Barrasso, R- Wyo., wants to increase 

offshore oil drilling opportunities to enhance our country’s resources.  

 Offshore drilling in the U.S. is being used less than ever as a method of extracting 

fuel. Ever since the British Petroleum oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010 the situation 

has only gotten worse.  

 The number of barrels of crude oil produced in the Gulf of Mexico has decreased 

from 149 million barrels in 2003 to 101 million barrels of oil in 2007 at depths less than 

200 meters and decreased from 336 million barrels to 313 million barrels at depths 

greater than 200 meters, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration.  

 “Blocking future offshore exploration only means we will import more from 

foreign countries,” Barrasso said in an online press release.  

 Drilling offshore causes the U.S. to use its own resources and not rely on other 

countries.  

 If the U.S. continues to rely on foreign oil instead of drilling where resources are 

at hand, Americans could suffer the effects. 

 “The longer we delay, the more Americans will pay,” Barrasso said in a press 

release, regarding the new “Use it or Lose It” bill.   
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 Scientists believe that the Gulf of Mexico alone could produce up to 60,000 

barrels of oil a day, according to an article on offshore drilling in CQ Researcher.  Since 

the U.S. is not taking advantage of using its own oil, the entire population is being 

harmed. 

 “Offshore oil production in the Gulf of Mexico is expected to drop 15 percent in 

this calendar year,” Barrasso said in a press release supporting an amendment to lower 

gas prices. “What that means is higher gas prices and fewer American jobs.” 

 Not only is drilling offshore an issue in the Gulf, but it is also affecting other 

coastlines and areas of drilling. 

 “We should be exploring for more American energy offshore, on federal lands 

and in Alaska,” said Barrasso in an online press release. 

 American energy and using American energy are Barrasso’s key arguments when 

it comes to the U.S. not using all of its available resources.  He has been active in issues 

involving offshore drilling since he was appointed to the Senate in June 2007, when he 

also joined the Energy and Natural Resources committee, according to his website.  

 Because Barrasso and others are committed to finding more offshore drilling 

opportunities, the outlook for the future drilling of offshore areas is slowly growing 

brighter.  New safety precautions are being installed in all new offshore rigs to prevent 

events, such as the BP oil spill, from happening again.  This will eventually allow the 

U.S. to begin to compete again with other countries in the production of offshore oil 

drilling. 

 “I am confident that America can do a better job of developing offshore energy 

than Azerbaijan, Nigeria and Venezuela,” Barrasso said in an online press release. 
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As a member of the Energy and Natural Resource committee, Barrasso will 

continue to search for ways for the U.S. to drill off of its coastlines. 
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