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     Journalism as a profession faces difficult times, but ultimately, the skills needed to gather and report 
news and information remain the same, panelists at the department’s annual Media Day celebration said.
Bob Franklin, Nick Coleman, and Myron Medcalf took the stage in the Ostrander Auditorium April 29, 
facing a room packed with mass media students, faculty, and guests. In introducing the theme of the 
panel, “The Changing Face of Journalism,” Professor Ellen Mrja said the profession of journalism remains 
a touchstone for mass media, even as the tools used for the trade continue to change. “It’s hard to see the 
evolution of media history when it surrounds us, “Mrja said. 
     The panelists represented a collective total of 70 years of journalism experience, and the three each ad-
dressed that experience in prepared remarks that spanned their history.
     Franklin, a 40-year newspaper veteran, focused on the mission of the profession. “Journalists are peo-
ple who would not fit into normal society,” Franklin said, to general laughter. He discussed the need for 
journalists to be loyal to the story and the reader, even as publishers change and the need to make money 
in the newsroom grows. “The voices of  free people and a free press still need to be heard, and that mis-
sion is almost a ministry, “he said. “Nobody knows what’s going to happen,” Franklin said. “But I see 
hope.” 

         “Newspapers are not                                                                           “The journalism indus-  
              quite dead yet” 

                                                                                                                 try has a choice to make: 
                          
                                                                                                                         innovate, or die.”
         

     Coleman, a four-time Pulitzer Prize nominee, agreed with Franklin’s assessment of journalism as more 
than a job. “Journalism was a vocation, a calling,” Coleman said. “A higher calling.” The purpose of jour-
nalism, he said, once was to “comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.” Now, however, the pur-
pose seems to be making money, he added. Medcalf, an MSU graduate and former Reporter editor, uses a 
variety of tools in his coverage of Gopher men’s basketball for the StarTribune. “Obviously, journalism is 
changing,” he said, adding that journalists need to learn these tools in order to stay current. “The journal-
ism industry has a choice to make: innovate, or die.” That means thinking about new ways to tell stories, 
adding audio and video, and using real-time social media tools such as Twitter to get the news out even 
more quickly than before, Medcalf said.  Using tools such as Flipcams to capture quick video adds anoth-
er dynamic to what journalists do on a daily basis, he said. While the newsroom is changing to reflect the 
availability of such storytelling devices, the skills needed for the craft continue to be the same. “It’s also 
stuff like this that makes me think journalism will last,” Medcalf said.
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                                                                                       The Department of Mass Media will lose its unfilled fac       
                                                                              ulty line and all of its adjunct instructors as a result of pro
                                                                                jected shortfalls at Minnesota State University, Mankato.
                                                                     The college also explored the phasing out of the journalism   
                                                                                for Mass Media students.  Mass Media Chair Marshel Ros
                                                                                sow said that all of these cuts will be major hits to the pro
                                                                              gram. “There’s not going to be nearly as many credits of
                                                                           fered,” Rossow said. Rossow explained that the rationale for 
                                                                      the possible removal of  the journalism option is seen as part of 
                                                              a larger trend.  Many school administrators feel that some years down 
the road, journalism will not be a major in demand in the professional world.
     In April, the mass media department was given permission to alter the journalism option as opposed 
to removing it from the course catalog.  The program is in the process of being renamed and redesigned 
to reflect the changing media and to adhere to professional journalistic standards.
 “While it will no longer be called “journalism,” it will continue to serve the needs of students 
wanting news-type careers,” Rossow said.  “We’ll be adding more emphasis to the “new media” angle, 
but it will still teach the basics of good old-fashioned news writing.”

     The cuts at Minnesota State came about as a result of a $6-10 million projected deficit for 2012.  The 
college responded by instituting an early retirement program that 20 faculty members have taken an 
advantage of.  While that has shaved $1.8 million off of the deficit, school administration is looking to cut 
upwards of $4 million more.  That number equals out to approximately 40-50 faculty positions.
Mavis Richardson, a mass media professor, echoed Wall’s statements about the changing nature of jour-
nalism as a profession.
 “Journalism has been under fire from the public for many years because of a lack of understand-
ing as to what a journalist and subsequently journalism is and the critical role the profession plays in a 
democracy,” Richardson said.  “There also is a lack of understanding that journalism is an evolving, ever 
changing profession.  As new technologies are developed, new means of delivering the message develop.  
Hence, journalism is not dying.  It is evolving to fit the needs of its intended audience.”  Richardson said 
the remedy to public perception about journalism is simply a matter of education.
 “Journalists need to educate the public on the basic functions and purposes of the profession,” 
Richardson said.  “What is news?  I believe this question is at the heart of the debate.   We, as a depart-
ment, need to get the message out about the current status and role of media.”
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“News is not going away”
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