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By William Wodka

Since the existence of the baseball 
program at Cleveland State the Vikings 
have always played their home games at 
a not-so-home place. Not long ago, the 
team was packing their things together to 
play in Lorain. Recently the team found 
a home at Pro Freight Stadium in Avon. 
The stadium is a two year-old state-of-
the-art field owned by the independent 
professional baseball team, the Lake Erie 
Crushers.
With all of the construction on campus, 

the school had a plan to construct a 
baseball field for the team, but recent 
financial problems and budget cuts meant 
that the team would have to continue 
playing home games away—away from 
home. The question on everyone’s mind 
was—will CSU see a baseball field on 
campus in the near future?
“The contract the CSU team has with 

Avon runs out at the end of this season 
with a mutual option to renew,” Athletic 
Director John Parry said. “We will sit 
down at the end of the season and 
discuss things.”
However, the optimism turned to 

sorrow on Monday as Parry announced 
through a press release sent to all 
students, faculty and staff that CSU 
was pulling the plug on the 79-year-old 
baseball program.
“This team has had a long and proud 

history, but the cost of maintaining 
baseball in Northeast Ohio has become 
increasingly prohibitive,” Parry said. 
The school will save up to $450,000 in 
expenses. 
The press release states: “Existing 

baseball scholarships will be honored 
throughout their terms, and players will 

be allowed to transfer to other schools 
at no penalty. But it’s important to note 
that this decision will not affect CSU’s 
classification as a Division I school, nor 
will it affect our membership in the 
Horizon League. My heart goes out to 
the players, coaches and alumni who 
have honored this program and made it 
an important part 
of this University 
and their lives.” 
Many times in 

athletics, the 
success of the 
team influences 
how much the 
school will give 
to them. The 
baseball program 
before Coach 
Kocks was less 
than stellar and 
never had a 
20-win season. 
Kocks came over 
from Kentucky 
to improve the 
program, but 
feels it can still be 
better. He enjoys 
coaching at CSU and has a connection 
with the Northeast Ohio community.As 
the team relatively continues to improve, 
they still ask the age-old question: Can 
we get a facility on campus? The school 
has recently put money into building up 
the campus - from a new Student Center 
to more dorms - the vision is to create a 
more residential campus feel.
The plans to build up the North campus 

included renovating the softball field as 
well as designating an entire block that 
would include not just more dormitories, 

but a baseball field as well. Recent budget 
cuts coming down from Columbus have 
recently put some of these plans on hold. 
Provost Geoffrey Mearns and Edward 
Schmittgen, Executive Director of Capital 
Planning, were weighing on the current 
plans to continue expanding the campus. 
“As for the baseball field, we are 

reconsidering the North campus area 
and not including the baseball field at 
this time,” said Schmittgen.
There was some re-thinking in the 

university administration on the CSU 
baseball program and the need for a 
home field.  
“We are going forward with the north 

campus project with a private developer 
to build market rent apartments at this 
time,” said Mearns.
A couple of years back, the former vice 

president for Business Affairs told the 

Cleveland Stater’s own Nick Camino, 
“The Cleveland Indians have expressed 
interest in using the field for their 
summer instructional program and St. 
Ignatius High School has expressed 
interest in using the field for its game,” 
said Jack Boyle. “It would be an artificial 
turf so it could also be used for concerts 
and other campus outdoor activities.”
The field at Avon is nothing to complain 

about, and Dan Helm with the Lake Erie 
Crushers loves having CSU play their 
games there. 
“We will be behind them 100 percent 

and will continue to support them 
whether it’s one season or 20,” said 
Helm. “We have a great relationship with 
them, and are open to anything to help 
the team.”
There are some downsides that exist 

playing out in Avon that would be 
eliminated if they had a place to call 
home on campus.
“I have to pack all my things up that I 

need from my office then move everything 
to Avon then bring it back,” said coach 
Kocks. “Also some players have to miss 
practice or be late to practice because the 
travel time doesn’t fit in their schedule 
and by the time they got back they would 
have missed class.”
The facilities they have on campus 

hinder guys from training to their full 
potential as well as recruiting guys. 
Coach Kocks mentioned the recruiting at 
CSU has been hit a little when it comes 
to local players.
“We have batting cages on the fifth floor 

in a building on campus that looks like a 
dungeon, when kids get offers from us 
we tend to be the second to last or last 
option because we do not have proper 
facilities,” he said.

Plans for baseball field fold with the team

Golf men’s team wins Horizon League Championship
By Jim Berdysz

The Vikings men’s golf team has done it 
again, taking 
home their 
third Horizon 
League Golf 
Championship 
title over 
the last four 
years earlier 
this week at 
the Mission 
Inn Resort in 
Howey-in-the-
Hills, Fla.
   CSU 

finished the 
5 4 - h o l e 
t o u r n a m e n t 
just seven 
strokes ahead 
of Wright 
State, but it was enough to push 
Cleveland State over the top with a 
leading score of 925 (+61).
   “The entire weekend was very 

exciting—a lot more exciting than we 
wanted it to be toward the end,” said 
fourth year head coach Steve Weir. “Our 
guys played great for three days straight, 
and while the golf course played tougher 

than we thought it was going to, playing 
patient and disciplined became our 
motto and it really seemed to pay off in 

the end.”
   While 

it was a 
total team 
contribution 
throughout 
the entire 
tournament, 
f r e s h m a n 
A n d r e w 
Bailey and 
sophomore 
M i c h a e l 
Klaric stood 
out in 
their own 
respec t ive 
w a y s , 
leading the 
team with a 

three round total of 224 (+9).
   To no surprise, a few standout Vikings 

players were awarded with some All-
Tournament accolades at the end of the 
weekend tournament. 
   Bailey and Klaric were represented 

on both the All-Tournament team and 
All-League team, where Bailey also 
took home the honor of the Horizon 

League’s Newcomer of the Year. Senior 
Kent Monas was also highlighted on the 
All-League team, but more importantly, 
won the honor as the league’s 2011 
Player of the Year as well.
    Weir had compliments for two of his 

notable players.
   On Monas: “Kent is the most tireless 

worker we have. He never gave into 
anything all season even when he wasn’t 
playing well or not putting well, he 
always fought,” Weir said. “For him to 
be able to cap it all off with Player of 
the Year honors, it was just really good 
to see, and hopefully motivating for him 
over the next two to three weeks to get 
ready for Regionals.”
   On Bailey: “Andrew is a kid that 

everybody loves. With his personality 
it’s impossible not to like him,” Weir 
said.  “For him to step up in the biggest 
tournament of the year, lead wire to 
wire, win Newcomer of the Year, he 
definitely has a bright future ahead of 
him with three more years left in the 
program.”
   Not to be outdone, Weir also took 

home some league hardware of his own, 
being named the 2011 Coach of the 
Year.
   “It means I have great kids,” Weir 

said. “They make me look good to where 

I never have to beg them to go to the 
range or go to practice at some point 
during the season.” He also added, “It 
means more to me to have this Horizon 
League Championship trophy over any 
personal achievement, knowing that 
we will keep going and that the season 
doesn’t end.”
   Up next for the Vikings are the NCAA 

Regionals, which will begin in just two 
weeks on May 19.
   “We have two guys that have three 

years of experience of going there and 
knowing what it takes,” Weir said. “Two 
of my assistants, Nate Miklos and Kyle 
Cobb will also be there having three 
years experiences as well, and this is 
my fourth regional, one as a player 
and three as a coach. Even some of the 
younger guys who have not been there 
have stepped up in the Conference 
Tournament individually, so they have 
the ability to step up under pressure as 
well.”
   There is only one thing on the minds 

of Weir and his team from here on out: a 
National Championship.
   “Hopefully between the five of them, 

we can get four good scores each day 
and hopefully become the first Horizon 
League team in the school to advance to 
the National Championship,” Weir said.

Freshman Andrew Bailey and sophomore Michael 
Klaric, medalists at the league championship.

Stater Spring Sports MVPs

Name: Norris Cole
Sport: M. Basketball

Name: Tess Sito
Sport: Softball

Name: Alexandria Bush
Sport: W. Tennis

Name: Shawnita Garland
Sport: W. Basketball

Name: John Haley
Sport: M. Tennis

Name: Kent Monas
Sport: M. Golf
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Photo of the former home ballpark of the CSU Vikings 
baseball team, All Pro Freight Stadium in Avon, Ohio.

Photo courtesy of csuvikings.com


