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Guests get dressed up to 
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Highs open new sta-
dium with a bang
RU baseball wins two against 
the VMI Keydets in inaugural 
games at new stadium over 
the weekend.
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“We would get the city 
transit service running in 
July and would hope to 

have the university services 
running well in advance of 
the week before [RU] starts 

back .”

-James Hurt, city 

engineer for the City 

of Radford

Quote of the Week:

THOMAS BOWMAN

COURTNEY EARLL

News      1-3

Crime Report         2

The Scene     4-6

Sports          7-9

Tartan Scoreboard     7

Insights  10-12

For more, see page 2

www.weather.com

25  
The 

number 

of feet 

smokers 

must maintain from 

entrances to campus 

buildings.  An astounding 

2,236 cigarette butts were 

collected from inside that 

distance around Tyler 

Hall’s entrances last Fall.
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              The City of Radford is one step clos-
er to the implementation of a new public 

transit system.
     A review committee of Radford University and Rad-

ford city representatives is considering proposals to run 
the system, which could begin city service operations as soon 
as July.
     The request for proposals was made public in February, with 
the city accepting bids to operate a new transit system from Feb. 
25 through March 28. Under Virginia procurement regulations, 
the process is kept confi dential until an agreement has been 
negotiated with a potential operator. Radford’s City Engineer, 
James Hurt, was therefore unable to disclose how many compa-
nies bid for the opportunity, but he said a committee of city and 
university administrators is carrying out the selection process.
     Once the committee has decided upon the operator, a rec-
ommendation will be made to City Council for approval, after 
which the decision will be made public. Hurt said the commit-
tee is aiming at making the recommendation to the council at 

See TRANSIT, 3

Radford City’s transit 

plans move forward

Illustration courtesy of City of Radford

With Radford City’s new 

transit system on the hori-

zon, Tartan Transit will soon 

become a thing of the past
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     At universities across the coun-
try, the number of alcohol-related 
deaths is on the rise. But at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, Virginia Com-
monwealth University, Virginia 
Tech and a number of other colleg-
es, they’ve managed to reverse the 
trend.
     It’s called “social norming,” and 
it relies on a combination of social 

events, peer counseling and infor-
mation to challenge the perception 
students have about drinking. Un-
like many programs, it accepts the 
reality that underage drinking is in-
evitable.
     Dr. John Brummette, a profes-
sor in the school of communication 
and the head of the Outreach and 
Messaging Committee of the Rad-
ford University Alcohol Task Force, 
thinks social norming is a direction 
RU should take.

     Accompanied by several graduate 
students at the Task Force meeting 
held Wednesday, April 6, Brum-
mette explained the purpose of so-
cial norming. ‘Live Well’ is the social 
norming campaign he hopes RU will 
adopt. The group debuted several 
poster designs.
     Five drinks in a night is the univer-
sally accepted tipping point, as hav-
ing more than four drinks in a night 
tends to negatively impact class at-
tendance, grades and other aspects 

of academic life. As such, the post-
ers have a common purpose; slogans 
such as “Four or Fewer” and “Get a 
Buzz” encourage people to only get a 
buzz from drinking instead of being 
overly intoxicated. Another poster, 
designed especially for RU in April, 
reads “The Quad in Quadfest stands 
for four or fewer.”
     Campuses using “Just Say No” 
campaigns have seen little to no 
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Social norming changes perceptions about drinking
Campuses that use social norming campaigns are seeing a reduction in the amount of drinking in students
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     On Sunday, April 17 and Monday, 
April 18, there will be a campus-wide 
cleanup of cigarette butts to celebrate 
Earth Day and promote the health 
and wellness of the campus com-
munity, the environment and wild-
life. The idea for the cleanup came 
in response to increasing complaints 
about cigarette butt litter around 
campus.
     Sarah Kenney, Radford Univer-
sity’s health educator, said the idea 
came after the university spent some 
time addressing the smoking policy 
and related issues and needs on cam-
pus. During those conversations, cig-
arette butt litter came up as an issue.
     “I often hear students, faculty and 

staff express their frustration about 
the cigarette butt litter on campus,” 
Kenney said. “Here’s a chance to do 
something about it.”
     Kenney took it upon herself to see 
how much of a problem cigarette butt 
litter had become on campus. One 
day Kenney went out and began pick-
ing up cigarette butts around Tyler 
Hall. Within an hour and a half, she 
had picked up 2,236 butts within 
the 25-foot buffer areas outside the 
building’s exits.
     RU’s smoking policy prohibits 
smoking in indoor and enclosed 
spaces and within 25 feet of building 
entrances.  The policy also states that 
appropriate signage should be pres-
ent in designated smoking areas on 
campus.
     The butts Kenney picked up around 

Tyler were displayed on campus 
during the Great American Smoke-
out in November.
     The effort that will take place this 
month, which will be on a much 
wider scale than just the area sur-
rounding Tyler Hall, will yield 
another display, this time for the 
annual Earth Day celebration on 
campus, planned for Wednesday, 
April 20.
     There are certain places around 
campus that Kenney says have been 
pointed out as areas where cigarette 
butts are more prevalent and that 
smoking in general has been ex-
pressed as a problem.
     “I have heard complaints about 
smoke entering student rooms and 
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Campus-wide clean-up educates students 

about dangers of cigarette butt litter
Though dismissed as harmless, cigarette butts negatively impact environment
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     Radford University fraternity Sig-
ma Chi is no longer on probation as 
of March 18.
      They had been on probation since 
2009 for serving alcohol to persons 
under the legal drinking age and 
for serving alcohol from a keg, ac-
cording to The Roanoke Times, who 
obtained the information from RU 
Vice President for Student Affairs 

Fraternity 

sanctions 

removed
Sigma Chi fraternity no 

longer on probation after 

meeting RU requirements
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Design for the new 19-passenger Radford City buses


