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Murder MysteryMurder Mystery
Students watch a murder 
mystery unfold at Muse Hall 
during a Valentine’s Day 
dinner show.
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RU baseball opens RU baseball opens 
new seasonnew season
Highs take down Army with 
18-8 win on Saturday, Feb. 
19.
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“l just try to live my life 
and do the things l can. 
I don’t see [representing 
my heritage] as an obli-
gation. Nonetheless l am 
proud of who l am and 
where l am from.”

-Brian Gwanzura, 

RU sophomore and 

founder of “Boots for 

Brian.”
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The number of students 

participating in Radford 

University’s first Alternative 

Spring Break trip.  The 

students will spend spring 

break helping to build 

houses and performing 

other tasks as a service 

to the community of 

Lockhart, S.C.
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    Radford University’s Department 
of Academic Engagement and Com-
munity Partnerships is offering stu-
dents an opportunity to give back 
this spring break.
     Alternative Spring Break is a 
weeklong trip planned for college 
students to help the community 
in the small town of Lockhart, S.C. 
The trip offers students a chance to 
opt out of the typical college spring 
break getaway for something quite 
different.
     On March 6, a group of 15 RU stu-
dents will drive four hours to Lock-
hart to spend their spring break in 
the service of others. According to 
the Academic Engagement website, 
the trip will “immerse students in 
a purposeful service experience 
designed to connect students and 
community members while enhanc-
ing personal growth, mutual aware-
ness and life-long learning.”
     “Alternative Spring Break is an ex-
cellent choice for students because 
it will help them develop leadership 
skills, social skills, and understand 
some of the diffi culties people have 
in a rural area,” said RU junior trip 
leader Alexia Springer.
     The trip costs $225 for students, 
including food and shelter. Students 
attending the event will travel and 
stay together in the same building. 
The town is small, consisting of only 
39 residents, and sits in a county of 
only 500 people. While in Lockhart, 
students will help build houses and 
lend a hand at other things the com-
munity needs at the time. Contrary 
to the usual college spring break, the 
Alternative Spring Break trip will 
provide an alcohol and drug-free 
environment.  

RU off ers 

alternative 

spring break
A group of 15 RU students 

will spend spring break 

donating their time to a 

community in need 

See ALTERNATIVE, 2
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     Radford University students are 
continuing to show interest in study 
abroad programs, taking advantage 
of the opportunity to travel the world 
while earning college credits.
     A November 2010 study shows 
smaller numbers of students study-
ing abroad and increased interest 
in less traditional destinations for 
study.

     According to the Open Doors Re-
port on International Educational 
Exchange, which is published an-
nually, the number of U.S. students 
studying abroad during the 2008-
2009 academic year saw a “mod-
est decline” of 0.8 percent from the 
previous year. The report also found 
that while the United Kingdom, Italy, 
Spain and France continue to lead in 
hosting students, “15 of the top 25 
destinations were outside of Western 
Europe and nineteen were countries 

where English is not a primary lan-
guage.”
     The Open Doors report saw an in-
crease in the number of students par-
ticipating in semester programs dur-
ing 2008 and 2009, at 37.3 percent, 
up 1.8 percent from the previous 
academic year. Summer programs 
decreased by 2.3 percent, with 35.8 
percent of students participating in 
summer terms, showing a shift in du-
ration of study for many students.
     RU offers study abroad programs 

in three different categories, with 
faculty-led spring break and summer 
programs, affi liate and exchange pro-
grams. This year during spring break 
and summer there will be RU faculty-
led programs operating in at least 13 
countries.
     The number of programs RU offers 
varies yearly, but there are anywhere 
from 12-25 summer programs and 
up to 140 exchange programs in 70 

See ABROAD, 2

RU study abroad programs survive despite recession
A study shows decreased enrollment in summer programs, growing interest in less traditional destinations
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     A press release on Friday Feb. 18 an-
nounced that Dr. Sam Minner will be 
named provost and vice president for 
academic affairs. Minner will assume 
the role on July 1.
     Minner previously served in admin-
istrative and faculty positions at Mur-
ray State University, Northern Arizona 

University and East Tennessee State 
University. He also worked in Central 
America, where he helped establish the 
fi rst public university in Belize.
     Currently Minner is the founding 
dean of the School of Health Sciences 
and Education at Truman State Uni-
versity in Kirksville, Mo. He holds a 
doctorate in special education from the 
University of Arizona.
     In the press release, RU President 

Penelope Kyle said “Dr. Minner brings 
a record of academic achievement, a 
deep understanding of the many differ-
ent facets of university life, and a great 
sense of public service to this very im-
portant leadership position.”
     The press release also included some 
of Minner’s comments about being 
named to the position.

Minner announced as RU’s new provost
Dr. Sam Minner will take over for Interim Provost Dr. Joe Scartelli on July 1, 2011
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     Radford University and several organizations held 
16 campus events to honor and educate the student 
body on black culture during this year’s Black History 
Month.
     Black History Month is one of many heritage 
months. Others include Hispanic History Month, from 
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans-
gender History Month in October, Native American 

History Month in November and Asian American His-
tory Month in April. RU celebrates each of these with 
different events specifi cally aimed at the student body.
     The Offi ce for Diversity and Inclusion celebrates 
diversity and aims to accommodate it year-round.
     “Any group of people; racial, religious, of a specifi c 
sexual orientation, if they want to start an organiza-
tion or need some help or [just want to] come in and 
hang out and be themselves,” said Adrian DeLoach, 

See HISTORY, 3

See MINNER, 3

Black History Month Black History Month 
highlights diversityhighlights diversity
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New provost Dr. Sam Minner. 


