
Income Section: (Kayla)  

As each of us walked in the door, we drew fate at random.  

As you will see on your cards, everyone is located in various countries and cities throughout the 

world. The locations of hungry citizens of the Earth include: 

578 million in Asia and the Pacific 

239 million in Sub-Saharan Africa  

53 million in Latin America and the Caribbean  

37 million in the Near East and North Africa 

19 million in developed countries 

And Three-quarters of all hungry people live in rural areas, mainly in the villages of Asia and 

Africa. 

HIGH INCOME – Those who drew a high-income card, please raise your hands. (Pause) You 

represent the 15 percent of the world’s population with a per capita income of 9,076 US dollars 

or more per year. Three of you are from the United States. Other countries you might be from 

include China, Australia, the Netherlands, Germany, Spain, Turkey, Nigeria, and Japan. You are 

fortunate enough to be able to afford a nutritious daily diet. Since many of you exceed your daily 

requirements of calories you are most likely to face health problems associated with obesity, 

such as heart disease and diabetes.  

 

You have access to the best medical care in the world. It’s a given that your children will go to 

school; the only uncertainly is how many years they will study after high school. Access to 

credit? You turn down more offers than you can count. You probably own at least one car and 

two televisions. When you take your annual vacation, you don’t worry about your job 



disappearing in your absence. You have access to virtually everything you need and the security 

to enjoy it.  

 

MIDDLE INCOME – If you drew a middle-income card, please raise you hands. (Pause) You 

represent roughly 25 percent of the world population. You earn between $912 and 9,075 US 

dollars a year. Two of you are from the United States. Other countries you are located in might 

include Pakistan, Russia, France, Vietnam, India, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Japan, Canada, and 

Poland. The levels of access and security you enjoy vary. You live on the edge. For many, it 

would take losing only one harvest to drought or a serious illness to throw you into poverty.  

 

You probably own no land and may work as a day laborer, a job that pays a small amount – but 

its better than nothing. Your small income allows for some use of electricity and a few years of 

schooling for your children – especially if they are boys. Alternatively, you may have left your 

family to go work in the city. You hope that the money you earn from your less than minimum 

wage job as a domestic help or sweatshop worker will eventually allow you to move back home 

and make a better life for you and your family.    

 

Low Income –If you drew a low-income card, please raise your hand. (Pause) You represent the 

majority of the world population—roughly 60 percent. Your average income is less than $911 a 

year—although many of you earn much less. 65 percent of the world's hungry live in only seven 

countries: India, China, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan 

and Ethiopia.  925 million people do not have enough to eat and 98 percent of them live in 

developing countries. 



 

Everyday is a struggle to meet your family’s basic needs. Finding food, water and shelter can 

consume your entire day. For many women, it would not be uncommon to have walk five to 10 

miles everyday to get water, spend several more hours working in the fields and of course, taking 

care of the children.  

 

Many of you are frequently hungry. It is quite likely that you don’t get the minimum number of 

calories your hardworking life requires. Many of you are homeless or living in structures so 

flimsy that a hard rain or strong wind can cause a major catastrophe  

 

Even though education is the single most powerful weapon against poverty, school is a luxury 

few of your children will experience. Most girls don’t even bother to dream about school.  

 

Adequate health care is out of the question. For most of you, an early death is all too familiar; 

with many mothers expecting to lose one or two if their children before they turn 5. You yourself 

have the average lifespan of 47.  

 

If you are lucky enough to work, you are probably a tenant farmer who must give your 

landowner 75 percent of your harvest. Or you may get occasional work as a day laborer at a large 

plantation growing bananas, sugar or coffee for export. You reap few benefits from these crops; 

you’d prefer to grow food your children could actually eat.  

 



CROWD – Take a second to look around you. 60 percent of you are low-income. 60 percent of 

you do not share the bounty of our planet.  

 

Serve: (Kayla)  

Now, we invite you to eat. Those of you with low-incomes cards are invited to stand and walk to 

the line to be served your rice and beans and water. However, the water at the end of the buffet 

line is only for those of you who have a “male” income card. 75% of the world’s population has 

access to a source of safe drinking water in their homes or within a short distance. The other 25% 

do not. They spend a large part of each day simply obtaining safe water. Most of the work of 

collecting water is done by women and girls. If your income card states you are female, please 

retrieve your water from the back corner of the room.   

 Those who have middle-income cards can enjoy 2 slices of pizza to begin with, but no more 

than that. Those of you who received High-income cards, please stay seated while we serve your 

three-course meal of salmon with wild rice, salad and rice pudding. Please note, those with high-

income cards will eat as much for dessert as what the majority of the room will eat for their 

ENTIRE MEAL.  

If you could please take a look at your income cards, I will need the 14 year old male from 

Dhaka, Bangladesh to come to the front of the room, before you go and receive your meal.  

Enjoy your food.  

(5 minute pause to allow food to be received)  

 


