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Do you think your grades are an accurate indication of what you have learned in college?
Through my higher education choice, I have been given the opportunity to attain knowledge that is new in the field of early childhood education.  I believe that higher education is an opportunity to continue with life long learning.  When I chose to enter into this field the requirements to become a preschool teacher was twelve units in child development.  After I completed my twelve units, I felt prepared to care for children; I did not understand theory, development, appropriate curriculum or what was required to work in a professional child care setting.  In continuing my education it was important to receive passing grades in order to continue on to the next level.  

     Higher marks in course work does show that a student understands the materials presented and that they should be able to apply the information in a classroom setting with children.  Higher marks do show dedication, understanding and self discipline when it comes to course work.  My belief is that it is important to work towards higher marks in courses but if you do not have the skills to actively work with children then grades will not matter.  

     In my experience working in the field of child development, you can have an "A" student walk into a classroom environment and they know everything about how to teach children, how children develop and best practices but they do not know how to interact and apply that knowledge then they will fail to help children develop in a safe, secure, nurturing and enriching environment.  On the other hand you may have a student walk into the classroom that received "C's" in all their classes but have a knack for interacting with children thus providing enriching experiences, positive interactions and develop nurturing relationships.  In my opinion, grades are not an accurate indicator for what a student has learned in college.  I do feel that grades in one way can show the effort and dedication a student put forth in college.  An accurate indicator for what a student has learned in college is putting them on floor and watching how they apply what was learned in college into daily practice.
