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Anchored Instruction
	In implementing what was learned about anchored instruction from this weeks’ lesson, I found that it was important to provide rigor and real world scenarios to apply what was learned.  I have included screen shots taken from a website that I was doing research on UDL.  I found this as a way to put what I had read in our reading this week into a real life scenario, to answer my problems: How can I use UDL to reach all types of learners, what are some examples of UDL in use?  This website did a great job in providing more information, examples, and answering many of my important questions, in which I provided below.  
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This first screen shot includes some notes I added.  This was a neat visual representation of UDL and what areas of the brain we use to implement the three UDL principles: Representation, Expression, and Engagement.  
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I came across several commonly asked questions about UDL and its implementation.  I, as a teacher, was very informed after reading the answers to these questions.  We as educators must be well prepared for any type of learner, and how to reach the needs of all learners as best we can.  Each student deserves an equal opportunity to learn, as stated above.
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The technology train is at the station!  GET ON BOARD!  So many wide varieties of things are available to help us engage our learners in the technological world.  We must realize how to use this tool to our advantage and engage more learners.  
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This question was most beneficial to me in my research, as I am always looking for new ways to keep my kids up with the changing of the times.  I cannot stress enough my desire for people to realize that a teacher must be prepared to teach WHOEVER walks/crawls/enters through his or her doorway.  Not every student has the best home life, support system, or mind ability; but every student deserves your best in every area, including life preparation.  Thus, using up to date information and tools for every type of learner gives the student the best opportunity to build their future.  
image1.png
& CAST: About UDL

< +

© htp://cast.org/udlfindexhtmi

VS & diagram
found on UDL, and
the parts of the
brain used for
different types of

learning

Recognition
Networks
The "what" of leaming

How we gather facts.
and categorize what
we see, hear. and
read. Identifying
letters, words, or an
author's style are
recognition tasks.

Present
information

and content in

different ways

More ways to
provide

Multiple Means of
Representation

Apple Yahoo! GoogleMaps YouTube Wikipedia News (81) ¥ Popular ¥

Strategic Networks
The "how" of leaming

Planning and
performing tasks.
How we organize and
express our ideas
Writing an essay or
solving a math
problem are strategic
tasks.

Differentiate

the ways that
students can
express what they
know

More ways to
provide

Multiple Means of
Action and

Expression

Affective Networks
The "why" of leaming

24

How learners get
engaged and stay
motivated. How they
are challenged,
excited, or interested
These are affective
dimensions.

Stimulate

interest and
motivation for
learning

More ways to
provide

Multiple Means of
Engagement

g

&) (@ Google

DL GUIdenmes

watch a video

UDL at a Glance





image2.png
© CAST: UDL Questions and Answers
¢] (@ Google | O %~

"« [ | [+ |G nttpy/castorg/udfaqindexhtmt
Apple Yahoo! Google Maps YouTube Wikipedia News (81) v Popular v

o M

Q2: How does Universal Design for Learning help teachers in
real classrooms?

From pre-kindergarten to graduate school, classrooms usually include
leamers with diverse abilities and backgrounds, including students with
physical. sensory. and leaming disabilfies, differing cultural and linguistic
backgrounds, varied preferences and motivations for learning, students who
are unusually gited, and many others.

Universal Design for Learning supports teachers' efforts to meet the
challenge of diversity by providing flexible instructional materials, techniques,
and strategies that help teachers differentiate instruction to meet these.
varied needs. It does this by providing options for:
- Presenting information and content in different ways (the "what" of
learning)
- Differentiating the ways that students can express what they know (the
“how" of learning)
- Stimulating interest and motivation for learning (the "why" of leaming)

A universally designed curriculum is designed from the outset to meet the
needs of the greatest number of users, making costly, time-consuming, and
after-the-fact changes to curriculum unnecessary.

BasioTon

Q3: How does UDL help guarantee students equal
opportunities to learn?

Both IDEA and NCLB recognize the right of all learners to a high-quality
standards-based education. The laws preclude the development of separate
educational agendas for students with disabiltties and others with special
needs. They also hold teachers, schools, districts, and states responsible for
ensuring that these students demonstrate progress according to the same
standards.

Neither law adequately addresses the greatest impediment to their
implementation: the curriculum itself. In most classrooms, the curriculum is

disabled. It is disabled because its main components—tne goals, materials,
and a 2 m
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Q'6: How can technology help teachers individualize teaching
materials to make learning engaging and challenging for all
students?

Technology tools, if designed according to the Web Accessibilty Initative:
(WAI) and UDL guidelines, can be created to support the individualization
necessary to engage all leamers, as ilustrated by the following examples.

Pam, a student with learning disabilties for whom English is aiso a second
language, uses CAST's eReader software to help her complete a reading
assignment. eReader's spoken voice and synchronized highiighting features
help her track words on a page. pace her reading, and associate the way a
word looks with the way it sounds. After reading the story several times with
the spoken voice option turned on and the highlighting Speed set to slow, she
tums the read aloud feature off, increases the highlighting speed slightly, and
reads the story again. In this manner, she works gradually to increase her
reading comprehension and speed

Seth, a student with low vision whose word comprehension skills are
excellent, uses eReader to adjust the font, style, size, and color of digital text,
background, and highlighting. to achieve maximum contrast and readabilty.

Jeremy. a poor speller who does not enjoy writing, uses the auditory
feedback offered by Don Johnston's Write-OutLoud software to engage in the
task of writing an English composition. As he types his composition and itis
displayed on the computer screen, the program reads it aloud by word,
sentence, paragraph, o letter-by-letter. helping him to identify sentence
construction problems and spelling mistakes. When he misspells a word, it
frashes on the screen, indicating his error. Using the program's talking spell
checker. he calls up a list of suggested words to replace the misspelied word,
and, in the case of homonyms, short definitions to distinguish one word from
another. Jeremy selects a word when its pronunciation (or definition)
indicates it is the correct word, and completes the composition without
spelling errors.

Daniel, whose physical disabilities prevent him from using a mouse or a
computer keyboard, uses Ke:nx software with Write-OutLoud to gain single
switch access to program controls and an onscreen keyboard. In this way, he
t00 can access the writing supports of the program to help him complete his.
written work
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she finishes her Infernet search, eTrekker stores her research question and z
keywords, the websites she has visited, and her notes so that she can easily
refrieve them.
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Q7: How can the Internet and multimedia be used to
individualize learning for students with varied backgrounds,
learning styles, abilities and disabilities?

The flexibllity of digital media and the varied resources available on the World
Wide Web provide great opportunity for individualization. However, care must
be taken to structure any learning experience so that the focus remains on
the particular goal at hand. This requires preparation and careful
consideration of each learner's needs and skils.

Example: A seventh-grade science class, with the help of their teacher, uses.
Engaging Minds' Inspiration software, a concept mapping program, to create
2 ‘launch pad' of selected web sites to use when researching the topic of
whales. Inspiration enables this diverse group of seventh-grade students,
with varied abilties and preferences, to work together to fulfil the goal of the
assignment: to find out the best place in the world to film whales for an
upcoming movie, and how much such a project might cost. One student, a
reluctant reader who does poorly in print-based assignments, excels when it
comes to interpreting the data presented in maps and graphs depicting whale
‘migratory patterns. Another student's math skills come o the fore as she
‘analyzes how much it will cost o get a crew to the Gulf of Maine to film
humpback whales in action. As the students gather their data, they weave
ther separate findings into a cohesive whole using Inspiration. When their
research is complete, another student uses his visual talents to present the
group's findings in a dazzling PowerPoint presentation

Reality is, we will have all
types of learners in our
rooms. How can we
meet the needs of all
students at once? Itis
our job to reach all
students in all areas.
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