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Using the guidelines below, submit both electronically via Vista and in hard copy a minimum of three questions for your Individual Inquiry Investigation. Each idea should include several sentences with information on the background of why this topic was chosen and at least one idea on how each topic could be addressed 

These questions should be about your “wonderings,” “curiosities,” or “dilemmas” about the classroom or program at large. These can be about a child (children), curriculum, content knowledge, teaching strategies/techniques, context (environment), professional practices, etc. These questions could come from a number of sources, such as the readings, observations you make while on floor, e-journals, staff meeting discussions, etc.  

Guidelines for the individual inquiry investigation

· Involves 8-10 hours of work outside of class time, not counting contract development, investigation implementation (unless investigation is implemented outside of regularly scheduled hours), or creation of PowerPoint presentation.  Hours begin counting after investigation approval.

· Relates to the professional development of the individual student

· Includes a component of reading/research in each investigation which clearly relates to the topic

· Has an application for the broader audience of either children, staff, parents and/or future students 

· Involves either a long term application or plan (recommendation) for classroom/program

· Includes the implementation of investigation by Week 12 along with reflection and expansion incorporated into the final product presentation

· If student develops an inquiry that involves curriculum, it must include a component that provides comprehensive instructions and learning objectives 

· Parent involvement must be approved by both the instructor and core classroom staff before contract is signed

· Any additional involvement of classroom staff beyond Monday night staff meetings and regularly scheduled office hours must be arranged with faculty before contract is signed

· If it becomes apparent after the contract is approved that the work described on the contract no longer fits the 8-10 hour guideline, the student should contact the faculty member immediately to renegotiate the contract

Inquiry (Question) One with rationale and at least one possible way to examine/answer:  


Why doesn't the outdoor area of the class have basketball hoops and plenty of balls for the children to play with?  I think this is important in development and needs to be implemented in the right way.  In the reading, it talks about how important it is for children to experience extracurricular activities on their own and teachers need to have this built into their curriculum so children can positively grow and develop.  One possible way to examine/answer this question is look at the outdoor environment and look at the space available.  We could look at where we can put up basketball hoops and get more balls for the children to play with.  I noticed only 4 balls outside when I have been supervising the children outside.  We need to be able to entice the children to want to play with the balls by obtaining more balls so that more children can practice their throwing or exercise abilities.  Another way we could examine/answer this question is look at how many children are interested in the balls and depending on that, figure out how many more balls are needed.  I think every child needs this experience sometime in their lives.

Inquiry (Question) Two with rationale and at least one possible way to examine/answer:


How can we get children to realize that other children have emotions?  A rationale for this is that children need to know that people have emotions and what face expressions people use when they are feeling a certain way.  This is important for children to understand so they can better understand people in general.  Another rationale for learning this is if a child is sad, other children need to know that and maybe help that child to feel better.  Once children understand this, they will be able to respond in an appropriate way and know that other children have emotions.  One possible way to examine/answer this question is observe and maybe document when children are feeling a certain way or showing a certain face.  Once you see this, maybe you can have a discussion with the children about how a certain child is feeling.  Another possible way to examine/answer this question is look at helping certain children that have a hard time when they are feeling a certain emotion.  Maybe you can monitor them and when you see something, you can constantly talk to that child and reassure her/him that emotions are ok to have and everyone experiences certain emotions in their daily life.  Learning this life skill early is very important and helps children understand why someone else is sad or mad.

Inquiry (Question) Three with rationale and at least one possible way to examine/answer:


Why is Audrey so quiet and how can we get her to feel more comfortable talking to the teachers and other children that are there to help her?  A rationale for this question is that Audrey might be more comfortable by herself and just might be nervous talking to other children.  She may be an only child, so she doesn't have practice interacting with others.  She does tend to gravitate towards certain teachers when I am there doing my hours.  I think maybe she takes a long time to get used to people and be comfortable interacting with others.  Another rationale for this question is maybe she is scared to reach out to others because she feels like she won't be accepted.  This is a understandable thing for young children and sometimes dictates how they act or feel.  I think we need to help Audrey engage more with others on a regular basis so she isn't so quiet so much of the time.  This can help her be more comfortable around others and feel like she will be accepted.  Another rationale for this question is she might have been taught to be by herself and not to interact with others by her parents.  Maybe her parents have certain rules about how she interacts with other children and she behaves a certain way at school so she will not get into trouble.  I don't know about her family background, but it seems like she may be an only child and just not have any knowledge of how to interact with other children.  One way to examine/answer this question is maybe set Audrey up with a buddy that she can play with throughout the day.  That might give her some skills that she can use with other children.  We just maybe need to have a talk with the other children about playing with each other and involve Audrey as a key focus of the discussion.  I think she gets confused about what to do as well because she doesn't have children to play with or interact with.  We need to assist her in any way possible so she can have positive interactions and really learn how to approach other children.

