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A Man of Action 

The “all occasions do inform against me” soliloquy occurs in lines 419-432 in Act IV, 

Scene IV of Hamlet. Hamlet has been sent to England by Claudius following Hamlet’s murder of 

Polonius. On the way, Hamlet comes across Fortinbras who is venturing forth to claim a tiny 

plot of land from the Polacks. Fortinbras’ tenacity impresses Hamlet which encourages Hamlet 

to give this soliloquy. 

To begin, Hamlet laments “how all occasions do inform against” him and stop him from 

taking revenge on Claudius (4.5.34). Hamlet is frustrated that Claudius has sent him away 

before he can concoct an elaborate way to take revenge on Claudius. In an attempt to escape 

blame, Hamlet blames his inactivity on the events that have occurred that are outside his 

control. Hamlet’s hesitancy is also displayed as he had many opportunities to take Claudius’ life 

yet has not taken advantage of them.  

In the second line, Hamlet asks “What is a man / If his chief good and market of his time 

/ Be but to sleep and feed?” (4.5.35-38). In response, Hamlet says that a man who only sleeps 

and eats is only a beast. This metaphor shows that Hamlet considers himself to be like beast in 

that he has not done anything but what is needed for survival. When comparing himself to a 

beast, Hamlet also continues a theme of self-deprecation that has been common throughout 

the play and throughout this soliloquy. In continuing with the beast-man metaphor, Hamlet 



claims that God did not give man “that capability and god-like reason” without intending him to 

use it (4.5.40). Here Hamlet is alluding to Adam and Eve’s partaking of the fruit of the tree of 

life and the godlike knowledge granted to them from that act. 

Hamlet goes on to lament over his proclivity to think “too precisely on the event” when 

attempting to take his revenge (4.5.43). Hamlet is characteristically a thinker and not a doer. 

Referring back to the first line of the soliloquy, it can be seen that one of the “occasions [that] 

inform against” Hamlet is his own indecisiveness (4.5.34). This inability to act is the source of 

Hamlet’s belief that he is a beast. In reference to his overthinking, Hamlet sees it as “one part 

wisdom / And ever three parts coward” (4.5.44-45). Such words show that Hamlet believes 

himself to be a craven who is slightly wise in not acting too quickly. 

As a man of action and conviction, Fortinbras is a foil to Hamlet - a man of inaction and 

doubt. Fortinbras has amassed an “army of such mass and charge” to take over a small piece of 

land while Hamlet has done next to nothing (4.5.50). This “delicate and tender prince” has done 

what Hamlet, a delicate if not tender prince, could not: act (4.5.51). Fortinbras has enough 

ambition to take what he sees as a necessity and to act upon it without question. Hamlet 

observes that Fortinbras’ greatness “is not to stir without great argument” but to fight at any 

perceived slight on his honor (4.5.57). Hamlet recognizes that he has not stirred enough at the 

slight to his honor that Claudius has done in the murder of his beloved father and violation of 

his mother. Hamlet must, like Fortinbras, take action in order to be a great man. This prominent 

example of conviction in Fortinbras’ actions encourage Hamlet to likewise face the truth and do 

what needs to be done to kill Claudius. 



Guilt fills Hamlet as he observes the “imminent death of twenty thousand men” that will 

likely come to pass as a result of Fortinbras’ war (4.5.63). These men are willing to die for a 

small cause like land, yet Hamlet cannot find the courage or conviction to risk death in avenging 

his father’s death. This fear has led Hamlet to balk at his task despite the “excitements of [his] 

reason and [his] blood” (4.5.61). These men are in Hamlet’s view marching “to their graves like 

bed” over a seemingly unimportant piece of land that can’t even fit the army that is attempting 

to retake it (4.5.65) This conviction and bravery on the part of these men reinforces the feeling 

of guilt on the part of Hamlet for not committing to a less dangerous and more reasonable 

action in taking revenge on Claudius. 

Resolved to change his attitude to fit that of Fortinbras and his men, Hamlet declares 

that “from this time forth, [his] thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth!” (4.5.69). This 

statement shows that Hamlet is fully committing himself to take revenge on Claudius for his 

father’s death.  

Hamlet’s encounter with Fortinbras has a dramatic effect on him as can be seen in his 

soliloquy. Fortinbras’ example of bravery spurs on Hamlet’s drive for revenge and helps focus 

Hamlet in on what his mission is and the necessary step needed to achieve it. Hamlet 

recognizes his flaws and is trying to make up for them as much as he possibly can. The most 

important development is that Hamlet has decided to become a man of action, not only a man 

of thought as he has previously been. 


