 Date, place and time of meeting 

Friday, December 2, 2011

Signed up time 10:30

Time of your participation 

Conference participated in 11:15

Purpose of meeting and a detailed description of items/concepts discussed. 

The purpose of the meeting was to give the parent an overview of how the child in progressing in the program.  My child that I participated in the conference with was CHILD.  Her mom came by herself, and it was very short.  There was not a lot of conversation.  CHILD’s mom asked if her attitude had changed at school, because recently her attitude had changed at home and her mom didn’t know where it was coming from or who she may have heard things from.  Cate briefly discussed her development with her mom.  

What kinds of things were used to make the family comfortable? Refreshments? Food? What else? 

Water, and banana bread were offered to the parents.  Parents were given “adult” chairs to sit in, which I think made them more comfortable than the child chairs.  

Estimate how much of the conversation was by the teacher and how much by the family. 

The conference was very short. I would estimate about 5-7 minutes was Cate talking, and about 3 minutes of CHILD’s mom talking.  CHILDS’s mom just asked about her attitude, and her feedback from what Cate had told her about her development.

What did you learn about the child, family(s) or family? What did you learn about how the center/teachers can best help this child or family? 

I learned something after CHILD’s mom left.  I learned that it is just CHILD and her mom, her mom has little help from family and friends, and she is doing a lot on her own.  I learned that CHILD’s dad lives in the Los Angeles area, and every couple of months, CHILD’s mom takes her down there to visit him.  I learned that the center understands CHILD’s situation and they are very accommodating to her.  It sounded like her mom had everything figured out, and she was doing it on her own and had things very routine and orderly.  When I say orderly, her mom has everything figured out from routine, to studying.   

What did you learn about family conferences? Teacher preparation? Communication skills? The emotional tenor of the conference? 

I didn’t realize that the teachers made notes for each child that they talked about.  There were several notes about CHILD on every section of the paper that Cate had, she offered one to CHILD’s mom as well.  Cate was very prepared when her mom came in, the conversation was easy, and Cate was very assertive when talking with CHILD’s mom.  The room was very welcoming, and between Cate and CHILD mom it seemed to be pleasant.  It wasn’t awkward or tense.  They made jokes, and laughed about CHILD.  The conference went smooth.  

If you had been the teacher, would you have changed anything?
I think because CHILD is still very young, she still has another year in the program she still has a lot to learn.  When she plays with other children they tend to be older, like Mimi.  Cate and CHILD’s mom talked about CHILD playing with Lizzie all the time.  However, when Lizzie isn’t there, CHILD is forced to find some one else to play with, which seems to be Mimi.  Since Mimi is older, she can write, count, has maturing skills, CHILD is a quick learner, and has quickly learned those traits from Mimi.  I would have talked about that a little bit more with her mom.  I don’t think I would have changed anything else about the conference.   

If you had been the family, would you have changed anything? 

Since I don’t know how CHILD is at home, I don’t think I would have changed anything.  I felt like her mom responded to the feedback very well, and asked questions when she needed too.  

Rate your ability to perform a family conference alone at this point in your career on a scale of 1-3 with 1=not very confident to 3=very confident. Why? What strengths do you possess? What challenges do you face? 

 I think at this conference I don’t think I would be very confident.  I would rate myself with a 1 because; I’m not with CHILD a lot.  CHILD is pretty independent, quick learner, and a pretty easy going child.  I didn’t know what to expect when going into the conference so I don’t think I would have done well.  The strengths that I think I do have, when I do play with CHILD, were the things that were talked about, I have experienced them with her.   

Use the article Partnerships with Learning: Conferencing with Families by Holly Seplocha (available through the Reading Based Assignments in electronic reserve) as a guide for responding to this question. What is one thing mentioned in the article, that you have not described in earlier prompts that either you felt was very well done or missing from the family conference you observed. 

When reading this article I felt like Cate hit on every tip.  Both her mom and Cate stayed focused on CHILD, Cate ended things on a very positive note, the room was very inviting as was Cate.  Cate was prepared and organized with her paper work, and had a pen at hand when she needed a signature.  I felt like Cate really hit on every tip that was discussed in the article and nothing was missing from the conference.  

What did you learn about teacher-family relationships in programs for young children? 

I think it is great that the center has these conferences twice a year because it has a chance for the teachers to make documentation and goals for the children for the first half of the year. When the second conference comes, the teachers can assess if they have reached those goals.  It also gives the parents a chance to make changes to learning environments if they need to, so their child can continue to grow at the right developmentally appropriate stages.  

