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Developmental Context

Students will understand the multiple environmental contexts in which children grow and develop. Students will appreciate and interpret how social class, parents, families, peers, types of children's programs, culture, societal changes, and communities influence the course of development.

Despite growing up in a fairly diverse neighborhood, my understanding of social class, parents, families, peers, types of children's programs, culture, societal changes, and communities hardly influenced the course of my development. After taking many classes in general education, my understanding began to develop. My past two years in the Child Development program at California State University, Chico has even furthered my understanding of the topic.


The course Socio-Cultural Context of Psychological Development at California State University, Chico was the first course I took that supported my understanding of race and it’s influence on development. This course examined the social and cultural influences on emotional, social, and intellectual development. It placed specific emphasis on children raised in lower socio-economic environments as well as children of American Indian, Mexican-American, and black cultures. In the course, I was given the opportunity to interview a third generation African American who is a fellow student at Chico State. During the interview I was able to ask him questions such as, “Do you feel like racism has ever held you back in any way from succeeding in school?” Through the interview I was able to first hand understand how racism had affected my interviewee’s experiences through school since he was a young child. 


The course social welfare institutions gave me the opportunity to learn about various institutions and the people they help. Through this class I not only learned about the institutions that were in our textbook, but I also was assigned to study an organization, and then go volunteer there. Through my assignment I was asked to write a critical thinking paper on the organization; I choose feeding America. Through this critical thinking paper I learned how homelessness and having a lack of nutrition affects young children’s physical growth and motor development.


My understanding of race and culture was further understood in the introduction to sociology. This introduction focused on why inequalities exist in the world and the negative results from these inequalities.  In this course, I was assigned to write a research paper on cases of extreme isolation. Due to low social factors, two young girls were found, the first after being left in isolation for four years, the second after being left in isolation for six. The childrens’ speech was permanently affected. The paper analyzed how the societal and social situation directly leads to the child’s permanent speech and mental delay. This course showed me how social class can directly affect a child’s development in a negative way.

Assignments Used:

Psychology 151: Interview Paper

Sociology 100: A Case of Extreme Isolation Paper 

Social Work 170: Critical Thinking Paper

