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Students will be able to understand, perform and appreciate multiple forms of child assessment.  Students will be able to use qualitative and quantitative methods of assessing children.  They will be able to use information to help identify a child's strengths and develop, implement, and evaluate plans of intervention to bolster areas of need.
Before attending Chico State and taking any child development classes I did not have but the slightest understanding of the importance of assessing children; The only assessments I had ever taken at that point in my life were the standardized test that were administered to me annually as a young child, and tests and quizzes I took in class. If you asked me to describe different forms of assessment to you four years ago I would only be able to describe standardized tests and general tests and quizzes. Since my time in the Child Development program I have learned of many different tests and performed two myself, the DRDP and the ETERS-R. I also have come to understand the difference between qualitative and quantitative methods of assessing children. Qualitative deals with descriptions and quantitative data deals with numbers.  

In the fall of 2011 I had the opportunity to perform my first assessment. I was interning in the Child Development Lab on Campus, and we were assigned a specific child, or a target child, to closely observe. I took observation notes on my child throughout the semester. Along with my notes, the notes of my classmates, and other observations I was able to fill out a Desired Results Developmental Profile (Child Development 392: Desired Results Developmental Profile). Through the Desired Results Developmental Profile I began to even further understand the importance of assessment. The purpose of the assessment was to see if the child had reached an age appropriate level for different domains such as language, literacy, and cognitive development. An assessment such as this would be useful to identify a child’s strengths or see if they need extra help in specific areas.

Another assessment I have performed while at California State University, Chico is the Infant and Toddler Environmental Rating Scale (Child Development 440: Environmental Assessment Paper). The ITERS’s purpose is to assess the quality of an early childhood or school age care group. For this assignment I observed the Infant Lab on campus. For this assessment gathered quantative data, such as the number of books that supported diversity in the classroom. We were also asked to find qualitative data, such as writing down the different colors of dolls we could find, and documenting all the soft areas in the classroom we could find. Although this assessment was not considered professionally, its purpose was to get experience doing a classroom assessment. An assessment like the ITERS-R would be helpful in seeing if there needs to be any changes in the classroom. Making these changes could help accommodate the children, and even create a safer and more supportive learning environment.

Assignments Used:

Child Development 440- Environmental Assessment Paper

Child Development 392: Desired Results Developmental Profile 
