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bridging the gap
Helping at-risk students succeed

new directions
Harper unveils strategic plan
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a great start
/%( 0#1  $!&2  1'-- )'&'304

More people than ever are attending Harper College, 
and one of the great joys for any college president is 
greeting new students during opening week. 

As much as I enjoy shaking hands and wishing students 
well, I know statistically about half of them will leave Harper 
without obtaining a degree or certificate or transferring 
successfully to a four-year college.!I also know when 
students start in a remedial class, chances are slim 
they will earn a degree at Harper or any other college.

Nationwide, the community college graduation rate is 
an abysmally low 27 percent, according to the National 
Governor’s Association. It’s time we acknowledge this 
uncomfortable reality and do something about it. 

In the knowledge-based economy of the 21st century, 
jobs that require at least an associate’s degree will 
grow at nearly double the national average over the 
next decade. Many of those jobs are in healthcare, 
education, public safety and information technology, 
where community colleges are by far the best option  
for rigorous, accessible and affordable education.

On page 6, you’ll find Harper’s new strategic directions, 
which were formed after a yearlong dialog with educa-
tional, business and community leaders. Emphasizing 
our theme of “Building Community through Student 
Success,” these directions will serve as a roadmap for 
how we intend to increase our graduation and 
completion rates over the next five years.

We’re pleased more people than ever are choosing 
community colleges. But, as a college accessible to all, 
we can no longer afford to measure ourselves by how 
many students enroll at Harper College, but how many 
students are successful at Harper College. I invite you 
to join us.

Come take a look!

 
Kenneth L. Ender, Ph.D., President  
William Rainey Harper College
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Harper President Dr. Kenneth Ender chats with students during Opening Week.
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       is the number of events hosted by 
           Student Activities during the 2009-10 academic year.
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get 
involved
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   is the number of Harper students who participated 
                         in clubs and organizations in 2009-10.

That’s a 
                       increase from the College’s 7-year participation average.

Harper has      active student 
                                   clubs and organizations; 
                    

Nearly             people attended —
 a 
                  attendance increase from the year before.
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1,777

43

440 members .

209

25,750
26 percent

4.7 percent

The phrase has taken him to Springfield to lobby in support of student grant 
funding; empowered him to launch a three-on-three basketball tournament 
benefitting Haiti relief efforts; and propelled him to the head of the Harper 
College Student Senate, where he represents the student voice to administrators, 
the Harper College Board of Trustees and the faculty.

“I’ve actually noticed that the more involved I get, the better I do in my classes,” 
the second-year psychology major says. “The different activities you can 
participate in here are so compelling, and the more I do, the more I feel a part 
of Harper. It enriches my experience.”

Carney, who spent a year at Creighton University in Nebraska before 
transferring to 
Harper, has taken 
full advantage 
of the College’s 
activities roster 
since arriving on 
campus in 2009.

In addition to his 
work on the Student 
Senate—last year, he 
helped lay the foundation for a new on-campus go-green awareness program 

that will kick off in January; this year he’s serving as Senate 
President—Carney is facilitating workshops for Leadership 
Challenge, a group aimed at making students better leaders 
on campus and beyond; attending meetings of Harper’s 
International Rock Music Appreciation Club and the new 
Buddhist Interest Group; and holding down a job in the Student 
Activities Office, where he encourages others to get involved, too.

Over the summer, he helped out as a Club Recruiter at new 
student orientation, providing information on Harper’s various 
student groups and organizations, and took advantage of a 
College-organized kayaking excursion—something he says he 
never thought he’d get to do as a student.

Carney’s future educational plans include finishing up his 
associate’s degree, getting a bachelor’s  degree in psychology 
and, eventually, attending law school—either at New York 
University or the University of Chicago. 


