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   “Cinema was born in France,” said Dr. Wade Ed-
wards, associate professor of French at Longwood 
University and organizer of Longwood’s French 
Film Festival. He went on to discuss the Lumiére 
brothers, Auguste and Louis, who developed the 
first form of moving pictures. “The Lumiére Broth-
ers used to show [their movies] in cafés until there 
was a need to build theaters. And I thought a fes-
tival could be engaging to students of French, but 
also to students of film.” 
   The festival was created in part thanks to the 
French American Cultural Exchange, part of the 
Cultural Services Department of the French Em-
bassy, and its program, the Tournées Film Festival, 
a program that seeks to bring modern French cin-
emas to American colleges and universities. The 
Tournées Grant offers money and distributes mov-
ies in hopes that the schools will soon be able to 
fund and sustain their own foreign film festivals. 
“They send emails to French professors all over 
the country,” said Edwards. 
   The Tournées Grant will only sponsor a school for 
up to five years. Once Longwood’s Tournées Grant 
expires after its fifth French Film Festival, Edwards 
hopes to keep the Festival at the university with 
help from numerous sponsors. “Our partners have 
helped fund certain parts of the festival and will al-
low us to be independent of the Tournées program 
in the near future,” Edwards stated. “Our partners 
include the General Education Film Series, the De-
partment of English and Modern Languages, and 
the Office of International Affairs. New this year is 
generous support from the Parents’ Council.” Ed-
wards also mentioned past support from the Office 
of Diversity and Inclusion.
   Also included in the selection process is orga-
nizer of the General Education Film Series Dr. Da-
vid Shoenthal, associate professor of math, who 
selects a film in the Festival to be a part of the Gen. 
Ed. Film Series. Shoenthal said, “When selecting 
films, one thing [I want students to take from this] 
is a broader appreciation of film in general, so if 
they were intimidated before by subtitles or didn’t 

have any interest, they could see something new 
… but more generally, [the films should] relate to 
the goals of general education.” 
   In order to organize the festival, Edwards fills 
out an application for the Tournées Grant, which 
is due in October. Once approved, films are then 
chosen from an approved list of 40 films from 
Tournées. All of the films are recent, and are se-
lected through consultations with the other Long-
wood French faculty, Dr. McRae Amoss, professor 
of French, and Professor Heather Edwards, lectur-
er of French. “[We keep] an eye toward accessibil-
ity for American students [when choosing films],” 
Edwards said. “I look for a variety of styles — ani-
mation, comedy, drama and for something that 
would draw high school French groups to Long-
wood for the day.”
   Edwards has also expanded the audience of the 
festival not only to Longwood students, but to high 
school students studying French within Prince Ed-
ward County as well. According to Edwards, the 
festival is “a great way to interact with the high 
school groups in the region, and to encourage the 
study of French language and culture … We devel-
oped a partnership with Prince Edward’s schools 
from the beginning, and slowly added more 
groups each year. This year, we have seven schools 
coming from Henrico, Culpeper, Lynchburg, Ap-
pomattox and Pittsylvania County.” 
   Lisa Simon, a French teacher at Prince Edward 
County High School, has been taking her students 
to Longwood for the festival since its first year. 
“[It started] from a little room in the library to the 
Hull Building, and now [it’s in] Jarman because so 
many people are coming,” Simon said. “My hope 
is that kids will understand foreign film and enjoy 
doing so … I know that they will not understand 
everything. However, they are at least hearing the 
language and beginning to associate context clues 
and putting all of those aspects together to actu-
ally 'learn’ from what they are watching … not 
simply just watching.”
   Edwards has also noted that overall attendance 
has been growing each year since the festival in 
2008 with an attendance of 252. This year, Edwards 
expects over 500 attendants. 

   In addition to an increased attendance, Edwards 
also hopes to increase student participation in 
helping organize and run the festival. “Delegat-
ing is the hardest part for me. It would be great to 
get more students active in preparing the festival. 
This year, several students will help guide the high 
school students when they arrive, and the students 
at the Design Lab have been great about creating 
attractive publicity.” 
   But at the end of the day, this festival is for ev-
eryone, studying French or otherwise. “It’s nice to 
see different kind of movie that isn’t made in Hol-
lywood,” Edwards said.
   The French Film Festival will run from Feb. 2 to 
Feb. 14. All films will be subtitled in English and 
will begin at 7 p.m. All films are free and open to 
the public. The schedule is as follows:

•	 Feb. 2 in Hull auditorium: “Coco avant Cha-
nel” (“Coco Before Chanel”). Drama. A bio-
graphical film of iconic French fashion design-
er, Gabrielle “Coco” Chanel.

•	 Feb. 6 in Hull auditorium: “Des Dieux et 
des hommes” (“Of Gods and Men”). Drama. A 
film based on true events centering on monks 
and the arrival of terrorists in their impover-
ished village.

•	 Feb. 8 in WyGal auditorium: “L’Illusioniste” 
(“The Illusionist”). Animation. A magician 
who can never seem to catch a break finds 
an unlikely companion in an unlikely place. 
“L’Illusioniste” will also be shown as part of 
the General Education Film Series.

•	 Feb. 12 in Hull auditorium: “Potiche” (“Tro-
phy Wife”). Comedy. Depicts a woman’s jour-
ney as she escapes her loveless marriage and 
finds her calling.

•	 Feb. 14 in Hull auditorium: “Joueuse” 
(“Queen to Play”). Drama. A woman discovers 
a fascination with a classic game and under-
goes a sequence of life-changing events.
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   What day is tomorrow? 
Oh, I remember, the day you 
were planning on finishing 
that assignment. You know 
which one; the one you least 
want to do. Is it difficult? 
Doesn’t really matter, does it?
   That assignment is there. It 
exists. You wrote it on your 
planner and put it in the back of your mind just 
as each word became cemented on your paper 
and soon your schedule that seems to appear oh 
so open and free.
   Sometimes you just want to throw away that 
planner, forget about assignments and essays 
and lab reports and jobs and on and on and just 
fly away. Fly away and never come back to the 
reality of responsibilities.
   And then there’s the fact that the deadline is 
coming closer and closer – quicker than you’d 
like it to. And you know that even if you started 
right now – right now – you’d have it done in no 
time. And better. And you’d feel great knowing 
that it, whatever it is, is finally over. Finished.
   But the thought of what comes next is just as 
bad. And we all know you’re not going to finish 
that assignment until the only thing you can 
focus on isn’t the assignment, but the seconds 
hand on your watch ticking by faster than you 
remember it ever did in the entire scheme of 
space and time.
   Maybe you should take a break. Yeah, that 
sounds good. Let’s take a break. Stressing out 
about what isn’t even here shouldn’t be done. 
And you don’t deserve that. Let’s get a bagel. I 
like bagels. That will make you feel better. Taste 
it? That’s the taste of deliciousness. Delicious 
procrastination.
   All we need now is an excuse. We have food. 
We have self-appreciation – or whatever you’d 
call relaxing for the greater good of feeling bet-
ter in the Now. All we need is an excuse. Jersey 
Shore is about to come on. That’s just what 
you need to slow down your thoughts quicker 
than an elephant tranquilizer. “Every time I’m 
excited, I have to poop.” Oh, Snooki. You make 
my day all better.
   Okay, now the day is over. Regret. Whatever. 
Sleep for a long time because you deserve it. 
Relax because you deserve it.
   And when you reserve that lower than what 
your talents deserve grade … well, you deserve 
it.
   Let’s back up a moment, though. Procras-
tination. From prcrastinationem. “A putting 
off.” Procrastinare. “Put off till tomorrow. Pro. 
“Forward.” Crastinus. “Belonging to tomorrow.” 
Why is it always tomorrow?
   Do you remember yesterday? Do you remem-
ber what you said yesterday? You said you’d do 
it tomorrow. Well, I’m no genius at telling time 
or anything, but I’m pretty sure that yesterday’s 
“tomorrow” is today.
   Uh, oh. Looks like you promised yourself an 
extension that ran out too fast. But guess what 
is just as fast. That deadline. Is it tomorrow 
already? The deadline, that is. I’m pretty sure 
you can’t hold off that thing you gotta do until 
tomorrow – if it’s due tomorrow.
   Not that I’m any genius at telling time or 
anything. But okay. You can do this. Let’s just sit 
down. Pick up wherever you threw your plan-
ner when you flew away like an eagle to the sea 
of forward-tomorrow.
   Whatever it is. Do it now.
   Your tomorrow’s today.
   You have run out of excuses.
   You are in the driver’s seat.
   You are in control.
   You can’t tell yourself what you can’t do.
   Because obviously you can’t trust yourself.
   If you can’t even pick up a pencil and jot down 
one single word to that assignment.
   To that thing you know you can do, but won’t 
because why not.
   In the end, it’s you versus you.
   And you are your biggest enemy.
   Stop messing around.
   Stop treating yourself like you can’t do it.
   Like you don’t deserve it.
   Like you’re not able.
   Like you can’t.
   Won’t.
   But you will now. Can. Are.
   So, why not today?

You Are Not 
Tomorrow

*** This editorial is an opinion stated by the writer 
and does not represent the views of The Rotunda or 
Longwood University.
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   The age-old saying, “If you don’t 
like the weather in Virginia, just wait 
a minute — it’ll change,” has never 
proved truer than this winter. While 
Longwood students usually stock up 
on sweaters to make it through the 
winter, dressing for the season is no-
where near as simple as it was in the 
past. One day, there is a chill in the 
air and a chance for snow; the next, it 
feels as if springtime has come early. 
Deciding what to wear is difficult 
enough on a regular basis, but this 
ever changing weather leaves most 
students completely clueless.
   Since the start of the semester, it has 
not been uncommon to spot a student 
with shorts on walking side by side 
with a friend wearing a pea coat on 
Brock Commons. The weather var-
ies not only day by day, but hour by 
hour. While Virginia weather isn’t 
known for its consistency, most Lanc-
ers would agree that this winter is the 

most bizarre one they have experi-
enced in Farmville yet.
   The answer to these weird winter 
woes? Layers! Layering your clothing 
guarantees multiple looks in one out-
fit. It may be freezing outside when 
you trek to your dreadful 8 a.m., but 
it will probably be sweltering by the 
time you are done with classes for the 
day. Fortunately, a few simple pieces 
you already have in your closet will 
do the trick. 
   The most difficult days for ladies to 
dress for are pesky presentation days 
or special events where formal wear 
is required. Dresses are not exactly 
designed for warmth, so dressing up 
on those colder days is not ideal. But 
a cardigan and tights or leggings can 
easily make a nice dress winter ready. 
When the weather inevitably warms 
up, just duck into the bathroom, stuff 
your sweater and hose in your back-
pack and be on your merry way. It 
isn’t the classiest technique, but it 
works.
   As for the gentlemen, layering for 

special occasions is a bit trickier. But 
a simple button-down shirt works for 
most formal occasions, and a tie and 
sports jacket can be put away quick-
ly when the temperature rises. If it 
is especially warm outside, you can 
wear a light T-shirt underneath your 
button-down and remove your nicer 
shirt when the occasion is over and 
the weather is blazing.
   Instead of sporting the typical 
sweatpants and hoodie combination 
to class, opt for a more fashionable 
layering technique instead. An ele-
gant blouse underneath a plain sweat-
er is a go-to, daily look for girls. It is 
never too warm or cold for jewelry, so 
add an elaborate necklace and a few 
bracelets or rings. Put on a coat if the 
weather is frosty in the morning, and 
take off the sweater and any other lay-
ers when the afternoon turns humid.
   While more than a few young men 
wear shorts year round, there are 
more sane alternatives for dressing 
for the changing weather. Cargo pants 
are convenient for changing weather 

but are equally as tacky, so just stick 
with a simple pair of jeans or khakis. 
Thermals have upgraded in their de-
sign, so wear one under a polo shirt 
to keep warm, and then do a quick 
change later.
   Now, the most difficult part of an 
outfit to decide on during a winter 
season like this is shoes. Unfortunate-
ly, boots that turn into flip-flops are 
not in mass supply, so boots of lighter 
fabrics and colors are the best option 
for girls. Moccasins and Mary Jane 
flats also work in this type of weather. 
As for guys, a nice pair of tennis shoes 
or boat shoes will do the trick.
   The only time it is socially acceptable 
to “take it all off” in public is when 
you layer your clothing, so go for 
it! The weather may be strange, but 
you can beat the harsh conditions by 
dressing successfully no matter how 
many times the temperature changes 
throughout the day.

Bizarre Weather Calls for Lots of Layers

Bringing Fresh New Insight to Foreign Cinema

‘Touching, Personal and Beautiful’: 
LCVA exhibits ‘My Family: Art Made at Camp Unity’
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   The exhibition “My Family: Art 
Made at Camp Unity” celebrates cre-
ativity, adventurousness and genu-
ineness. The Longwood Center for the 
Visual Arts (LCVA) produces an op-
portunity for close to 80 adults with 
intellectual disabilities ranging from 
the ages of 18 to 60 to express and 
showcase their love for their family 
and friends through vividly confident 
tempera paintings.
   “The paintings in this exhibition at-
test to one of the LCVA’s core prin-
ciples: Art is for everyone. Made by 
adults with disabilities at a summer 
camp organized by Crossroads Com-
munity Services, the works are touch-
ing, personal and beautiful,” stated 
Curator of Education Emily Gresham.
   In "Camp Unity," a six week summer 
program that allowed for “traditional 
camp activities such as swimming, 

volleyball and archery," Gresham or-
ganized art projects that ranged “from 
self-portraits to illustrated letters from 
camp,” as stated on the LCVA website.
   The LCVA has worked with Cross-
roads Community Service for four 
years now by providing the “art com-
ponent” to the summer camp with a 
new theme each year. Gresham said, 
“This year’s theme was family.”
   Describing the process, Gresham said 
the first step was to write a letter to 
or about one’s family member. “Fam-
ily might be your mother or brother, 
but a helpful nurse or an encouraging 
friend can be like family, also.”
   Using their own words, the adults 
in the summer camp created paintings 
inspired from their letters. Gresham, 
happy with the process, said, “I think 
it gives a lot of confidence-type build-
ing activities, and it’s just really, really 
fun. And I think with art – everyone at 
the camp really likes to express them-
selves through artwork.”

   While the paintings created by the 
camp goers ranged in uniqueness 
from one of flowered and contoured 
shapes to one of a landscape of a sun-
set, the letters varied even more so. 
Structured like poetry, dismantled, 
stream of conscious, genuine and 
honest, the letters complemented the 
paintings to deeper depths than oth-
erwise.
   As stated by Gresham in the Farm-
ville Herald, "The letters range from 
a simple 'Hello' to an appreciation or 
thanks for loved ones … The works 
in the exhibition really attest to the 
individuality of each artist and to the 
commonalities that link all people."
    Unable to choose one favorite paint-
ing, Gresham said, “I love them all 
[the paintings]. To me, they’re all so 
special, and they all have such an indi-
vidual story. And it’s a lot of the same 
campers every year. So, I feel like I’ve 
gotten to make a lot of personal rela-
tionships with the campers.” 

   Trisha Kolesar, junior and gallery at-
tendant of the LCVA, appreciated the 
exhibition, saying, “I think there’s a 
lot of really creative artists out there, 
and I think this is a really great pro-
gram … A lot of experience is gained 
through just hands on [activities].”
   If anyone is interested in becoming 
a bigger influence in the LCVA, Kole-
sar greatly emphasized the benefits of 
becoming a volunteer. “I feel like I’ve 
learned a lot and that it’s given me an 
appreciation for art because prior to 
having this job, I didn’t really delve 
into that [gallery] world very much. I 
didn’t know this area very well, and 
now I feel I have a much better under-
standing of art.”
   Exhibited for only a month, “My 
Family: Art Made at Camp Unity” 
will remain at the LCVA from Jan. 29 
to Feb. 24 at Miller Gallery. Located at 
129 Main Street in Farmville, the gal-
lery hours are from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday. 


