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We the People: Losing Touch with Patriotism
Dustin MeaDows
Contributor

   What has happened to "We the People" of the 
United States? Have we lost hope? Has America 
finally "tapped out" not only here at home, but 
abroad? It was once believed we the people of this 
country were a driving force in the world.   
   Where have we gone? Jimmy Carter once stated 
that we lacked confidence. My fellow citizen, it 
is not confidence, but courage we lack. What was 
once a staple of the American spirit at places like 
Concord Bridge, Iwo Jima and most notably, Nor-
mandy, sits dormant now in the face of partisan 
politics and economic session here at home. 
     Citizens, will we give in to political ideologies 
and figureheads that tell us, we the people, that 
they are indispensable through the vote here at 
home? They tell us because we mingle and com-
promise with the "opposition" that we are closed-
minded “traitors.” That as a Republican or Demo-
crat we must destroy “the other side!” Excuse 
me, Uncle Sam, but it is those same Democrats 
or Republicans who have had an equal share in 
defending this country from its infancy through-
out the last 240 years from enemies domestic and 
foreign.

     It is uniquely American, courage. It is this qual-
ity that makes us the last best hope for mankind. 
It was not the Europeans who negotiated a peace 
during the Balkan Wars of the mid 1990s. Was it 
Churchill airlifting food supplies to Europe under 
the Marshall Plan? Were we not the first nation to 
overthrow a superpower in the face of tyranny? 
Were we not the last great opposition to Stalin, 
Khrushchev, Gorbachev and the slavery of uni-
versal socialism? Did we, America, not project our 
power in the Space Race? Now I ask, where is our 
courage?
   Abroad we are being challenged by non-state 
actors, and Iran in the Persian Gulf who continues 
to rattle the sabers of war. Only doing so because 
that government believes America is now on her 
knees. How we go about this episode will define 
us as a people. Peace is, and should always be, the 
goal of any nation. 
   Yet, war is sometimes a necessity to maintain 
peace. Will we, as Americans, be able to stom-
ach that reality? Some will say we cannot afford 
to, that we simply do not have it in us anymore. 
Liberals who are more contemporary and some 
conservatives will say it’s time we lay down the 
mantle and give up the title of super power be-
cause we are not as strong as we once were. I say, 
no! What consequences would there be in a world 

with America in second?!
     Would you have the autocratic governments 
of Russia and China expand their influences to 
Africa, Eastern Europe or south of our borders to 
Mexico and Latin America? Should we defer to a 
Europe who has repeatedly fought with one an-
other? Who are bound by social economics that we 
here in America do not agree with, whose econo-
mies are too intertwined to ever sustain longevity? 
   Who, aside from our brothers and sisters in 
Great Britain, would rather see America fail on 
the international stage, so that their institution the 
European Union gains more prestige. A Europe 
who so quickly forgets that on that Western Front 
they were losing before we came over, who after 
the war depended on the American economy and 
dollar for its survival and protection from its ever 
close Soviet neighbor. 
   Yet as quickly as Europe was grateful they be-
came thankless when, due to the collaborative ef-
forts of America and Great Britain, brought Com-
munism to a halt for good, and thus iced America 
from European affairs. Only to come running back 
to the bosom of America in the mid-nineties for 
help with the mass genocide in the Balkans.
   In these times, we must remember that cour-
age, courage through a civil war that divided us, 
a depression that crippled us and world wars that 

needed us, that the American identity was forged, 
with courage as our staple. 
   Courage put the world on notice of who we 
were, who we are and who we should forever be. 
A courageous nation, built on principles of com-
passion, compromise and determination, not that 
of weakness or appeasement. We will always be 
on post, always on our guard and always ready to 
defend not only our own citizens, but also those of 
the voiceless and defenseless. 
   We cannot afford to become a nation of com-
placency. For if we do, if we go down the dark 
and easy road, the autocratic governments of this 
world and those who wish to enslave and destroy 
democracy will have won. 
     People long for the days of old, to feel "The 
American Dream" and be a part of that "City on a 
Hill" where anything is possible. They simply ask, 
"Where has it gone?" I respond by saying it has 
not gone anywhere, we have to believe that that 
dream still exists. We as a people must remember 
that America is the last best hope, that once again 
we can be great. When that happens, the world 
will know the sound of our Liberty Bell; terrorists 
and tyrants alike will fear America and her allies. 
No longer will they believe our stomachs too weak 
and our minds too tired to pursue justice and 
liberty for all.  
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We're Working for 'Less 
Cancer and More Birthdays'

I decided to get involved with Relay for Life be-
cause I think it is important that a cure is found.  I 
have known people who suffered from cancer and 
not all were fortunate enough to survive, and I hope 
that one day people won't have to go through the 
pain of losing a loved one to cancer. 
Mary sansone

I am involved with Relay for Life for a lot of reasons, 
but up until this year I didn't have one that person-
ally effected me. My grandma passed away from 
cancer a few months ago after a short fight. Before, 
Relay for Life was something I did for others, but this 
year its going to be for me and my grandmother. It's 
a great way to fight back, to celebrate those that beat 
cancer, and to remember those that didn't. 
Katie reilly

In 2001 my dad was diagnosed with Non-Hodgkins 
Lymphoma, a type of blood cancer that is treatable, 
but never ever goes away. From that point on our 
lives became filled with continuous rounds of dialy-
sis, chemotherapy and radiation therapy. The bright 
spot that provided hope through it all was Relay 
for Life. That's why I participate in Relay for Life 
every year, both here at Longwood and back home 
in Lynchburg.
Megan waDe

I am participating in Relay for Life in honor of my 
mom, Ruth A. Gibson. She battled brain cancer for 
nearly 13 years and dedicated every single day to bring-
ing others happiness. I hope my participation in Relay 
for Life can help raise funds to develop more advanced 
cancer treatments and, one day, discover a cure. I want 
more people fighting cancer to remain with their loved 
ones longer. Like my mom, I am a fighter, and I will 
fight as long as I can to help end cancer.
rebecca lunDberg

I became involved with  Relay for Life because 
I wanted to bring awareness to a silent killer. 
Cancer is the type of disease that affects every-
one in one way or the other. Without events 
like Relay for Life that gives hope that a cure 
can one day be found, cancer will always win. 
corey Morris

For years, The Rotunda has covered Relay for Life. We decided that since cancer has touched the lives of people closely related 
to our staff, we wanted to get more involved this year. We want to make an impact to honor those who have fought and survived 
and remember those who are no longer with us. At the writing of this section (10 p.m. 2/28) Relay for Life at Longwood had 406 
participants on 49 teams. So far the 406 participants have raised a collective $17,714. We wanted to take the opportunity to share 
with everyone why we decided to join the cause this year.

The Rotunda hopes to raise $1500 by the event on April 20. Right now we have raised $305. We en-
courage everyone who does not have a team to join our team! Visit www.relayforlife.com/longwood 
and search Longwood Dash and Rotunda to join.

I started doing Relay for Life with another team 
in 2010. I really enjoyed the event, and it encour-
aged me to research my own family's history 
with cancer. I learned that my uncle, two of my 
aunts and my grandfather had all been touched 
by cancer, but cancer had not claimed any of their 
lives. I am blessed to have a family of survivors, 
and I hope that the contributions I make to the 
cause can help find a happy ending for someone 
else as well. 
nicole Dales.

Last week The Rotunda incor-
rectly named Hampden-Sydney 
Fire Department as Hampden-
Sydney College Fire Department. 
We apologize for the error.

CORRECTION


