
Reader’s Digest is a great source for a wide array of interesting books that range from informational to great guides on household things. “Homemade” is another along those lines of useful and handy books. This edition serves as a “cookbook” full of recipes on making household commercial products.

Buying name brand products at the store can be very expensive and a lot of them contain chemicals that prolong the shelf life of the product. All of these excess manufacturing chemicals aren’t harmful to you but it’s nice to know the alternatives. “Homemade” gives recipes from making your own ketchup, mustard and mayo; to dishwashing liquid and drain cleaner; to makeup, ointment, window cleaner and pet food.

“Homemade” includes a nice introduction providing a lot of details on the benefits of making homemade household products, how to live more organic, what pratfalls to avoid, what precautions to take and how much money you’ll really save. Included is a nice table that points out the cost of some of the most popular brands and costs to buy and make the homemade equivalent.

This book is a great addition for every cleaning hero as well. Buying gallons and tons of cleaning products can become very taxing on the household budget. This book doesn’t contain a lot of homemade cleaning products but there are some valuable methods to create laundry soap, basic cleaning solutions and deodorizers.

Here are a few of our favorite recipes included in the book:

Citrus Disinfectant

What you’ll need:

1 orange, grapefruit, lemon or lime peel

3 cups white vinegar

1 clean quart jar with lid

   spray bottle

Steps:

1. Combine the citrus peel and vinegar in the quart jar. Fasten the lid on the jar and store the mixture in a cupboard for two weeks, giving it an occasional shake.
2. Remove the peel from the jar, strain the vinegar, and return it to the jar.
3. To use as a spray cleaner, pour 1 cup of citrus vinegar in the spray bottle and fill with water.
4. To clean linoleum floors, add 1 cup citrus vinegar to 2 gallons water.
Lazy Person’s Oven Cleaner

What you’ll need:

3/4 cup clean household ammonia

1 cup baking soda in a widemouthed dish

Steps:

1. Pour the ammonia into a small bowl and leave it overnight in a closed, cool oven
2. The next day, remove and discard the ammonia and wipe down the oven’s interior surface with moistened paper towel or damp sponge dipped in baking soda.
Fabric Softener

What you’ll need:

1/4 cup baking soda

1/2 cup white vinegar

Steps;

1. Fill the washing machine with water.
2. Add the baking soda and then the clothing.
3. During the final rinse cycle, add the vinegar (pour it into the softener dispenser if your washing machine has one).

