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A s a member of the Daily 
Press staff for more than 
32 years and editor-in-chief 
for nearly a decade during 
his tenure, Ernie Gates has 

earned the reputation of being one of the 
best informed, most respected people on 
the Peninsula, if not in all of Hampton 
Roads. His integrity and ability to delve 
into local news and present it in a non-
biased manner helped build a combined 
print and online audience that matched 
the heyday of newspaper readership.

Even after Gates’ position was phased 
out last year as Tribune Company (the 
parent organization that owns the Daily 
Press) reorganized in the economic 
crunch that hit newspapers around the 
country, Gates continued to look for 
ways that he could serve the commu-
nity of Hampton Roads and Virginia as 
a whole. And his contributions are as 
benefi cial and meaningful as ever.

Hampton Roads Magazine: After being 
with a local newspaper for so many years, 
you must have a unique perspective on 
Hampton Roads.

Ernie Gates: The point of a newspaper in 
general is to try to refl ect the community 
and its wholeness. So one thing you do is 
soak up a lot about the local culture, the 
local values and so on. That was one of 
the things I tried to reinforce as editor—
that our overall objective was to refl ect 
the community so readers, over time, 
would actually see the place where they 
lived and recognize that on our print and 
web pages.

HRM: What have you been doing lately?

EG: I’ve been doing some volunteer work 
for the non-partisan districting coalition—
basically trying to get legislation to do 
the right thing but in a non-partisan way. 

I worked simultaneously with the college 
competition in which a dozen colleges 
competed to redraw the political districts 
of Virginia in an impartial way, as an alter-
native to what the General Assembly was 
going to do. In addition, I was an advisor 
to the bi-partisan commission that the gov-
ernor set up to recommend some things 
about redistricting. For many years I’ve 
been fascinated and stayed pretty deep 
into politics, in a non-partisan way, and 
this allowed me to stay connected to that.

HRM: And we understand that led to some 
other interesting connections.

EG: Yes, I connected with the Lewis B. 
Puller Jr. Veterans Benefi ts Clinic at the 
William & Mary Law School. It helps 
veterans who are struggling with the 
benefi ts process or who need a diag-
nosis. The current wars are delivering 
back into the community more and 
more people with Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder or traumatic brain injuries 
that are hard to diagnose. So the law 
students help service members  as they 
come back from deployment and also 
veterans back to Vietnam, Korea and 
even World War II, to be sure they are 
getting the benefi ts they were promised.

HRM: Is that purely a local program?

EG: They’re on the verge of a really 
important expansion. They’ve created a 
consortium of universities around Virginia 
where they take law students and give 
them real life experience in cases where 
the outcomes have to do with real people 
and the real system. 

HRM: Any advice for people coming out of 
college, especially journalism students?

EG: Be prepared to change because the 
medium is changing just as fast as the 
technology. Bring a level of inquisitive-
ness to the job so that the work you’re 
doing is always revealing something. The 
heart of good journalism, to me, is telling 
somebody something they didn’t know, 
and that they want or need to know—es-
pecially something somebody didn’t want 
them to know. Use your curiosity to fi nd 
out things and then use your skill as a 
communicator, in whatever channel, to re-
lay those things. That’s the equation, and 
these days you have the added advantage 
of interacting directly with your readers 
and audience. �HRM
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Worth  
theWait
HigH End ConsignmEnt 
CouturE for WomEn

 advErtisEmEnt 

T
he most fashionable women in 
Hampton Roads and beyond, 
empty their closets on a daily 
basis into worththewait 
– easily the largest and 
most upscale women’s 

Consignment Boutique in the area. From 
casual to cocktail, formals and furs – from 
Size 0-3X – this consignment boutique 
offers frugal fashionistas an opportunity to 
purchase high end apparel, shoes and designer handbags at 75% 
off regular retail prices. Dana Buchman, St, John, Ellen Tracy, 
Escada, Nanette Lepore, Betsy Johnson, Calvin Klein, Jenne 
Maag, Burberry, Donna Karan are just a few designer names 
that can be found here. Younger clientele enjoy Banana Republic, 
bebe and JCREW as well as a large selection of designer jeans 
(True Religion, Joe’s, Sevens, Paige, Diesel – to name a few) and 
fashions from the area’s trendiest boutiques. Chico’s and Talbots 
lovers won’t be disappointed either.

Shoe and Designer Handbag afficianados – don’t despair – 
Prada, Ferragamo, Tods, Taryn Rose, Gucci, Fendi, Chanel, Cole 
Haan, Tory Burch are just a few of the labels you’ll find.

Another thing that sets this boutique apart is their retail side, 
featuring a huge selection of Fashion Jewelry, Handbags, Trendy 
Accessories and Gifts for every occasion – all beautifully gift 
wrapped, free of charge! You have to see the jewelry selection 
here to believe it. From inexpensive to high end, from sterling 
to swarovski, from funky to fabulous – this store has it all!  And, 
there is glitz galore – the perfect bling for that special occasion – 
weddings, proms, & holiday parties. 

Handbags and Accessories arrive daily from Susan’s frequent 
buying trips to New York, Atlanta, Chicago and the West Coast. 

“This is definitely a store you have to experience to 
understand” says owner Susan Krohn.  “Not only is great 
pricing essential, but customer service is our passion – it is 
the one thing that distinguishes one business from another, 
especially in today’s marketplace with this economy. I couldn’t 
do this without the women who work with me. I have what I 
consider a dream team. I travel extensively on buying trips 
for the store and when I return, no one would ever know I was 
away. I am a lucky woman and so grateful!”

worththewait is located at 3157 Virginia Beach Blvd.
(between Rosemont Rd. and Lynnhaven Pkwy)  

Hours are Monday-Saturday10-6 and Sunday 12-5. 

For more information call 757-498-9051 or check  
out their website at www.worththewaitusa.com. 
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