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A New Jersey BusiNess speciAl FeAture

Vineland’s 
Positive 
Vibrations

One of Southern New 
Jersey’s larger towns attracts 
businesses and creates jobs 
despite the recession.
By Kevin Berrigan, Contributing Writer
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I
n the midst of an economy that struggles 
to climb out of its torpid condition, one 
southwestern New Jersey community 
off of Route 55 in Cumberland County 
has found ways to combat the  econom-
ic lethargy by attracting new businesses 
and jobs to its community; thus improv-
ing the quality of living for many of its 

60,000 residents.   
Incorporated in 1861, the City of Vineland’s 

main financial engines over the decades have been 
in the agricultural, farming, clothing manufactur-
ing and glass industries, with the latter due to its 
haven as a rich resource for silica sand, according 
to Mayor Robert Romano.

However, in the early 1970s, many of the 
traditional area businesses, especially the large 
glass companies, began moving south, with some 
relocating as far as Mexico, due to cheaper labor 
costs. While many companies in each of these 
long-established industries still remain in Vine-
land, Romano indicates that the city began explor-
ing ways to make the municipality a sustainable, 
viable business destination again.

Two key factors that spurred Vineland’s busi-
ness and economic growth were: its designation 
as an Urban Enterprise Zone (UEZ) in 1985, which 
provided the economic resources that allowed the 
city to offer incentives to entice businesses to the 
area and help improve the business climate for 
those already in the city; and the completion of 
the four-lane Route 55 highway in the mid-1980s, 
which opened the city to Philadelphia, New York 
City and Washington, D.C. markets.

“Route 55 was of huge economic importance to 
the city,” says Sandy Forosisky, Vineland’s director of 
redevelopment and UEZ coordinator. “It just made 
Vineland much more accessible, with Route 55 con-
necting with Route 42, which is a straight trip all the 
way to Cape May. Route 55 also connects with main 
arteries such as I-295 and the New Jersey Turnpike.”

While the city has felt the reverberations of the 
recession with the stagnation of big businesses 
moving into the 500-acre Vineland Industrial Park 
north and south, it still has managed to lure several 
brand name companies to the area in recent years.

Last year, a newly-opened, 24-hour Super Wal-
Mart generated $90 million in revenue. Today, it 
employs over 600 people. A high-end, 130-room 
Hampton Inn hotel, which also opened in 2009, 

today employs 28 individuals. The city now hopes 
to bring in 50 additional jobs by the end of the year 
through negotiations with a cleaning room prod-
uct manufacturer.

Despite a downward trend in occupancy, Vine-
land Industrial Park north and south still houses 80 
businesses, mainly in the food processing and cold 
storage industries, and employs 3,700 individuals. 
The city also purchased a 50-acre property, known 
as the Blackwater Industrial Park, in 2008 for 
$225,000 and plans to develop the land in hopes of 
attracting further businesses. 

A deteriorating downtown became the focus 
of a 2004 commissioned study that resulted in a 
redevelopment plan that suggested the city focus 
on food, entertainment and specialty retail as a 
source to revitalize Landis Avenue, the heart of the 
downtown business district.

The art deco style Vineland-Landis Theater, 
which opened in 1937 and showcased many 
vaudeville acts including Abbott and Costello, 
had been unused since 1987. Recently, the theater 
benefited from a $10.3-million renovation and 
welcomed Bernadette Peters as its opening act in 
May. Other acts have included The Lettermen, The 
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The campus clock at Cumberland County College, Vineland.
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Duprees and an in-house production 
of “The Producers”. The theater 
is currently holding auditions for 
“Suessical the Musical” and “Titanic”. 
The restoration of the 750-seat 
Landis Theater is the cornerstone 

of the downtown business district’s 
redevelopment. The money for 
the Landis Theater came from the 
UEZ, in the amount of $4.3 million. 
Approximately $750,000 came from 
the Cumberland Empowerment 

Zone. That money was leveraged to 
generate equity from new market tax 
credits and historic tax credits in the 
amount of $5.2 million.

The 950-seat Hangar 84 concert 
hall, which opened in 2008, serves 
a younger demographic and has 
played host to Todd Rundgren, Ryan 
Cabrera and popular local bands. 

A culturally-diverse city, Vineland 
comprises ethnicities from many var-
ied groups, including Italian, Greek, 
Polish and Russian and a wide-range 
of Hispanic groups, among them 
Puerto Rican, Dominican, Cuban and 
Mexican. A two-level, 37,000-square-
foot public market further solidifies 
the city’s diversity by serving a variety 
of ethnic delicacies.

“Downtown events that attract 
many residents are the seafood 
festival, the chili and ribs festival, the 
Puerto Rican and Greek festivals and 
the well-liked Cruise Down Memory 
Lane, a car show that sparks the 
interest of about 30,000 area resi-
dents each year,” Forosisky says.

The revitalization of Landis Av-
enue also resulted in six new res-
taurants opening on restaurant row 
including Baines Deli, Sweet Life 
Bakery, the Crepe Maker, Mori’s and 
Donkey’s Place. The new additions 
bring the total number of eateries to 
more than 30 in the city.  Baines and 
the Crepe Maker also sport small 
stages to provide bands and other 
local talent for patrons. 

The Greater Vineland Chamber 
of Commerce also strives to support 
area businesses through educational 
and informative seminars and fre-
quent and effective communication 
on issues that may affect the business 
community, according to Dawn Hunt-
er, the chamber’s executive director.  

The chamber holds monthly gen-
eral membership luncheons that in-
clude guest speakers on topics such 
as the state of the county and state, 
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green energy practices, marketing 
and financing.  Networking is encour-
aged among the members through 
monthly Power Hour Meet & Greet 
events.  Special seminars are also of-
fered periodically to members so they 
can learn and make more informed 
decisions regarding their businesses.  
“We strive to stimulate economic 
growth through advocacy, influence 
and partnership,” Hunter says. 

The Vineland area’s top employ-
ers include: the South Jersey Health-
care System, with more than 3,200 
employees; the City of Vineland, with 
700 employees; and Gerresheimer 
Glass, with 500 employees.

South Jersey Healthcare (SJH), has 
been serving the citizens of Southern 
New Jersey for 15 years, but traces 
its roots to 1898 when the original 
Bridgeton Hospital opened its doors. 
Its comprehensive hospital services 
are provided at both SJH Elmer Hospi-
tal and the SJH Regional Medical Cen-
ter, a 262-bed, state-of-the-art hospi-
tal in Vineland. A satellite emergency 
department located at the SJH Bridge-
ton Health Center serves patients 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.

Currently, the city has designs on 
a 300,000-square-foot property that 
previously housed the Newcomb 
Hospital. Plans are to develop the 
facility into a 120-bed assisted living 
center, which should create an ad-
ditional 300 jobs. Sharing the prop-
erty will be the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey 
(UMDNJ), which will open a branch 
campus for its School of Osteopathic 
Medicine in the near future.

Another large employer is the 
Vineland educational system. The 
Vineland Board of Education em-
ploys 2,050 people, educates 10,500 
students, administers a $190-million 
school budget and boasts the largest 
school bus system in the state with 
173 buses in its stable. There are 19 

South Jersey Healthcare’s newly expanded Frank and Edith 
Scarpa Regional Cancer Pavilion provides comprehensive cancer 
care and specialists all under one roof so patients no longer have to 
travel to receive the care that they need. 

Our comprehensive, advanced cancer care facility provides:

Complete oncology services offered by skilled, compassionate doctors  
and health professionals with more than 30 years of experience in 
providing cancer care

 Experienced radiation oncologists and staff providing state-of-the-art 
treatment including IMRT and IGRT, with the latest high-dose-rate 
treatments coming soon

 Enhanced clinical research capabilities administered through its ongoing 
partnership with the renowned Fox Chase Cancer Center

 Improved access to community cancer specialists, with the medical practice 
of Southern Oncology-Hematology Associates located within the center

 Suites for visiting and community-based physicians and surgical 
oncologists, including a new GYN oncologist and breast surgeon

Robin Wilson-Smith, DO, gynecologic 
oncologist, and Claudia Lago Toro, MD, 

breast surgeon, who both recently  
joined the SJH Medical Staff.

www.SJHealthcare.net

Phone: 856-641-8670

SJH Frank & Edith Scarpa 

Regional Cancer Pavilion
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public schools in Vineland, two 
pre-schools, eight elementary, four 
middle, two high schools, two alter-
native education and one adult edu-
cation school. In addition to public 
schools, Vineland has one parochial 
high school and two parochial gram-
mar schools, a Christian K-12 school 
and one charter school, in addition 
to many private pre-schools.

Also situated in Vineland is 
Cumberland County College (CCC), 
the state’s first community college, 
which opened in 1966. 

Enrolling more than 4,000 stu-
dents, the college offers over 90 career 
and transfer programs of study. More 
than half of the graduates continue 
their education at four-year colleges 
and universities. The other graduates 
become a vital part of the workforce. 

Through a CCC sponsored 
School Counts! program, Vineland 
high school students can earn a 
certificate every year indicating that 
they are workforce ready. Students 
earn the certificates by achieving a 
95 percent or better attendance and 
punctuality record, making a grade 
of “C” or better in all courses, taking 
more courses than the minimum 
graduation requirements, plus Al-
gebra 1, and completing high school 
in eight consecutive semesters 
(four years). 
After successful 
completion of 
the program, 
students can 
earn a full, free-

tuition scholarship to Cumberland 
County College. Students can also 
present their School Counts! certifi-
cates to over 450 area businesses that 
are participating in the program. 
While these business participants 
won’t promise a job, they will guar-
antee the students a job interview.  

“Students win because they learn 
the job skills they will need when 
they enter the workforce,” says Dan-
ielle Romeo, senior assistant to the 
director, public relations at Cumber-
land County College.

“Employers win because they get 
better educated, skilled workers who 
are able to demonstrate their com-
mitment and succeed on the job. And 
Cumberland County wins because a 
skilled workforce provides services, 
and keeps and attracts businesses.”

Some final interesting points 
concerning Vineland are that it is the 
largest land mass city in New Jersey, 
consisting of 69 square miles; it has 
the only drive-in movie theater in the 
state; it is the birthplace of Welch’s 
grape juice and it has 17 parks.

“You really don’t have to leave,” 
says Forosisky. “We have it all 
right here. We have really nice 
neighborhoods and a good quality of 
life at a very affordable price for New 
Jersey.” NJB

City of Vineland
Department of Economic Development

640 E. Wood Street
Vineland, New Jersey 08360

(856) 794-4100
www.vinelandbusiness.com

Philadelphia - 35 miles
New York City - 120 miles

Washington D.C. - 135 miles

AMK Glass Inc. in Vineland has been manufacturing 
laboratory and petrochemical glassware since 1976.


