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Compiler’s Note 

 

New Beginnings 

 

N-ew school?; Joanne’s teaching/administrative job in the 

Hamtramck Public Schools is coming to a close 

E-xercise; Katherine has taken up an exercise class at St. Therese of 

Lisieux Church 

W-ayne?; Cynthia has looked at this school as a place to continue 

her English bachelor’s degree 

 

B-aptism; Brianna on April 10, 2011, was christened into the Catholic 

faith 

E-ye of the Tiger; Mary Jean has followed her dream and visited 

Lakeland, Florida, to watch the Tigers preseason games 

G-ood dog; the DeSmet family is dog sitting their son’s black 

Labrador retriever, (leapin’) Leo 

I-nvestigator/private; Stephen is starting his new job on Monday April 

25 

N-eat house; Reinhard is now hosting monthly RSES officer meetings 

at the Elphin house, but it’s not the same as The Club House 

N-ifty fifty; Geralynn this year turned the big 5-0 

I-nternet; Liz on her new laptop has the capabilities to use the 

internet and use Skype to talk with her daughter 

N-ext week; Nancy will be taking SSA Cross Over to Title 2 training, 

which will allow her to handle all cases 

G-oing on a road trip?; the Budd family is rumored to be heading to 

a new location in Texas 

S-oftball; Donna is on the Sterling Heights fastpitch softball team, The 

Tropics 

 

As they say, “every door that closes opens a new door.”  All of us 

have “new beginnings” presented to us on our journey through life.  

Enjoy the prospects that every opportunity/door opens to you! 

Love, Cynthia 



Anything but Nancy’s Nap 

 

 

Sooooo my big news is....... I GOT A LIBRARY CARD! 

 

I've lived in Kalamazoo since 3/09 and just got inspired to 

get a card after "running out" of books to read, not 

wanting to buy books, and having to resort to rereading 

Janet Evanovich's Stephanie Plum novels (highly 

recommended!  I own all of them so if you'd like to borrow, 

please ask!).  A friend recommended "Heaven Is For Real" 

which, I'm hoping, KPL has.  Any other suggestions?  I have 

the card, and the library is across the street from the 

Meijer that I frequent :)  So far, the only thing I've taken 

out is a DVD - Dinner for Schmucks.  Decent movie to 

watch on a night where Glee was a rerun, but totally not a 

book! 

 

Another piece of fun news is that my office has created a 

DODGEBALL team!  We are the Battle Creek Ballerz, and we 

even have official bright orange tshirts with our 

nicknames and numbers on the back.  Appropriately, I am 

Nancy "The Hurt" and number 22 (my birthday!).  Our 

first match was boys versus girls (girls got creamed and 

had to make breakfast for the guys), and our second 

match was versus the Kalamazoo SSA office, the Krushers.  

Lost that game in round three :(  No breakfast-making as 

a consequence, fortunately!  Trying to decide what to face 

the Krushers in next.... ideas suggested so far are volleyball 

and flip cup :P 

 

Quick geocaching update (to tie this entry to my last), 

Mark and I are holding steady at 200 finds and 1 hide!  



That's right... we created our own geocache and hid it at 

Aquinas (where we met).  Turns out the head of Campus 

Safety at AQ is a fellow geocacher, so getting permission to 

place it was easy!  We called it The Wege Wedge, and 

placed a travel bug inside it called Catch the Learning 

Bug, whose goal is to visit as many colleges as possible!  I 

love checking our email to see the status of those! 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying their tax returns (well... I hope 

you GOT a return!).  Half of mine went to help pay off my 

car loan and the other half is sitting around in savings.  

Enjoy the Spring weather, too! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dennis’s Detail 
Via email 

 
 
Cynthia 
  
Marilyn and I have been very busy with renovations in our condo. 
  
New wood floors on first floor, new carpeting on entire second floor,  new 
granite bathroom and kitchen sinks, entire condo painted from top to 
bottom. 
  
Helping the economy.  The best news of all is that we saved up for the last 
two years and paid cash for everything. 
  
Love, 
  
Uncle Dennis & Aunt Marilyn



Cynthia’s Scenes: Norman Rockwell Postcard Poem: 
 
I’m not sure who’s running away from whom, 
But I’m guessing I’m doing the most work. 
Since, I’m the one running. 
The mutt hitched a ride for free. 
Will I have to share my apple with him, 
When I finally get to rest? 
Hot diggity dog!  He’s got me trousers! 
My shoe laces have come undone, 
Hopefully I won’t trip! 
And my linen bib comes to slaps me in the face 
Perhaps, in rebuke of my stealing nature. 
I’m just lucky the dog ain’t go my bottom, 
Cause for sure I’d be a goner. 
I’ll try to yelp and yollop to distract the dog. 
No luck for me, he’s still got me pants. 
Here I go again, off in pursuit of…the dog? 
Wait!  He’s the one chasing me! 
Dog gonnit!  Will you leave me alone, so that I may eat in peace! 
Where ever I go with this pie, I’m sure to be followed! 
Should I ditch it?  No!  Never! 
This dog on my tail won’t get a lick of my pie!
 

 

 

Mary Jean’s Monthly Wrap-up 

 

I slowed down a little these first few months, maybe because I had 

been too busy watching our 70 or more inches of snow fall this 

winter.  In January, I went with the seniors to Grand Rapids Art 

Museum to view the different gowns that Princess Diana wore, as 

well as the iconic wedding dress.  Then I participated in weekly Bible 

Study, held at St. Blase Church, where the group focused on the 

Passion and Resurrection of Jesus as written by the four gospel 

writers; Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

  



After all these years talking 

about going to Spring Training in 

Lakeland, FL to watch the Tigers 

play, I finally made it down there 

this March.  By renting a car, I 

was able to go to Clearwater for a 

couple of days which was cold to 

my standards, but people were 

still on the beach and in the gulf 

swimming. Then I drove to the 

other end of Florida to Cape 

Canaveral to visit the John F. 

Kennedy Space Center and the 

Astronaut Hall of Fame. Both were very interesting.  I learned how 

active the United States has been in the different space programs 

for the past decades. 

  

For my first game, I was there 

bright and early for 11a.m., when 

the gates opened.  I was 

disappointed that I was unable to 

get any autographs of any of the 

Tigers, because they were finishing 

their batting practice.  For Spring 

Training games, they post the line-

ups for the game on a board in the 

corridor for all to see.  It is a more 

casual atmosphere than regular 

games, in that you'll see the 

coaches and manager sitting on 

folding chairs on the field near the dugout.  It was very interesting 

to see so many of the opponent team’s fans at the games, since all 



fans had to travel to Florida.  I saw three games with a 1-2 record 

(wins/losses).  I went to see the game played on St. Patrick's Day, 

where the Tigers wore green uniforms.  The weather was perfect; at 

game time the temperature was recorded at 80 degrees and sunny 

and the game ended at 85 degrees and sunny.  I was disappointed to 

leave the warm weather for cold and cloudy Michigan. 

  

I started the Tigers regular season by going to the second game of 

the season, on purpose to pick up the season schedule giveaway 

magnet.  To go to The Tigers’ opening day game, I would need to 

purchase a package of home game tickets, and this I did not want to 

do.   Hopefully, it will be a fun season of watching the Tigers.  Then 

with the seniors I went to a Red Wings and a Pistons game.  The Red 

Wings made it to the Western Conference Quarter finals, and I 

went to their first playoff game, where they won.  In fact, the Red 

Wings swept the Phoenix Coyotes and are now moving on to the semi-

finals in their quest for the Stanley Cup. 
 

 

 

Katherine’s Corner 
 

“To be or not to be?  That is the question.  Whether `tis nobler ….” 
 

January started with the usual resolutions to lose weight and get 
exercising.  I am working on these goals by taking physical therapy to help the 
aching joints and joining the “Faithfully” Fit” group at St. Therese of Lisieux 
Church.  Both programs are giving me more flexibility.   
 

Laura, our instructor, gives out material at each session.  One of the 
sheets, she told us to record what we eat, how much, time, and whether or not 
we eat alone.  What I discovered is that I miss eating with individuals.  When I 
worked, I ate breakfast or lunch at work and would talk with Susan or others in 
the break room.  Then, for some lunches or dinners, I would join PTSC and 
friends.  So, I spent at least 70% of my time eating with others.  I truly miss this 
and hope that I may share more dining moments with family and friends. 
 



 It was great celebrating Geralynn’s 50th birthday and her becoming an 
AARP member, courtesy of Dennis and Marilyn, in February.  On March 10th, I 
am happy that the weather held as we came together for the Twelfth Annual 
Community Cares Dinner – and saw Geralynn receive the 2011 Community 
Services Award from the Macomb County Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers during 
the Shining Like A Star program. 
 
 On April 10, 2011, we gathered as a family to welcome Brianna Elizabeth 
Budd, Jeff and Bridgette’s daughter, into the Catholic faith during her Baptism, 
at St. Anselm’s Church.  What a blessing! 
 

I continue to volunteer for MCIVC.  My weekly assignment is to drive 
Clara to visit her husband, Stefan, at Medi-Lodge.  It has been almost a year 
since I started this drive.  I have enjoyed these drives as we rehash about 
Celebrity Apprentice and Dancing With The Stars and on the complexity of our 
families.  Clara has also shown pictures from her early days during WWII and 
about her love story with Stefan.  Spanish Eyes is their favorite song!  
Presently, her family is preparing for the July wedding of her granddaughter.  
It’s exciting to hear about the beautiful dresses being worn by her and the 
bride.  We have shared some friendly lunches, as well, and discovered that 
some restaurants don’t open until 4 pm! 

 
I also have driven other individuals to medical appointments or tests, 

worked on mailings, etc.  Presently, I am serving on the MCIVC Bowl-O-Rama 
tournament, to be held on May 13th at Imperial Lanes, Clinton Township. 
 
 I also participate in events offered by Selective Singles.  I go to card 
parties, where I play pinochle, and with a different group of people, I attend 
dinners. 
 

When home, I spend time calling friends, reading and watching TV.  I’ve 
caught up on the Matlock shows! 
 

Why did I give my article this Shakespearean’s quote of “To be or not to 
be?  That is the question.  Whether `tis nobler ….”  I am simply asking for a 
change from negativism that I am feeling to having more POSITIVE MOMENTS in 
my relationships with the family.  It certainly would make my day to be 
greeted positively, to discuss daily happenings, and to see that we treat each 
other with dignity and respect.   

 
Happy Easter … God Bless You … Love, Katherine



Geralynn’s EGGciting Gems 

(04/11) 

 

Reminiscing about Easter egg dying and hunting 

brings to mind some amusing times! 

Unfortunately, they were not all captured by 

Kodak. There were all those years on Wayburn 

where we anxiously anticipated the Easter Bunny, 

who seemed to always hide the hard-boiled eggs in 

the same places.  Plus, there were many laughable 

moments getting just the perfect design. (Pic A – 

April 1981) 

 

With the development of plastic eggs, Easter egg 

hunts began providing loot -- stick-on earrings, 

money, small wrapped candies or little toys.  So, in 

the 1980’s & 1990’s, our local COF court held 

hunts in conjunction with local churches  Another way the young daughters of the 

Hurt family celebrated spring was joining in the gaiety of the Sterling Heights 

Easter Egg Hunt in Dodge Park.  There, they scrambled for eggs in ‘Michigan 

Spring weather’ and reluctantly visited the Easter Bunny Family. 

 

In an attempt to celebrate Easter in a 

warmer, more springish place, we often 

traveled to Vienna, VA.  As a group, in a 

one-bedroom apartment, we decorated 

those meager eggs. (Pic B – April 2001) 

During three of these visits, instead of 

hunting for eggs, rolling eggs was 

required.  In a tradition started by 

President Rutherford B. Hayes in 1878, the 

young kids joined thousands of others on 

the White House lawn (weather permitting) for the festivities or a quick walk-

through of the White House. 

 

Even though we are all older now, the tradition of Easter egg decorating and 

hunting is still shared. (On next page: Pic C – April 1988) We are more 

adventuresome now with our techniques, using onionskins, silk ties, rubber bands 

& other craft materials. 

 



Easter Blessings to all and may the 

joy of the season fill your basket.  

However, don’t put all your eggs in 

one basket  

 

P.S. To boil the perfect egg, start with 

room temperature eggs.  Place eggs in 

a saucepan in a single layer covering 

them with room temperature water 

that is 1” higher than the eggs.  Bring 

to a strong boil then turn the heat down to get a low boil. Boil for 12 minutes then 

immediately remove the eggs & place in a bowl full of ice water to stop the cooking 

process.  Voila, this should prevent the greenish color (over boiling) around the yolk. 

 

Did you know? 

 Persia, around 3000BC, celebrated the first day of spring by giving each other 

dyed red eggs.  The first known Christians to celebrate Easter were the 

Macedonians. 

 South American Ameraucana and Araucan chickens can lay green, blue and 

pinkish-colored eggs. 

 About 75 billion eggs are produced in the U.S. each year, which is about 10% 

of the world’s total.  White Leghorn hens lay white eggs and Rhode Island Red 

hens lay brown eggs. 

 Eggs take about 24-26 hours to form inside a hen and are laid large end first 

during day light hours; therefore, the average hen lays 250-270 eggs a year. 

 According to the Egg Safety Center, egg whites that are cloudy (carbon 

dioxide that has not escaped) indicate the egg is very fresh and clear egg 

whites indicate it’s aging. 

 Hard-cooked eggs may be difficult to peel if they are very fresh, because an 

egg shrinks inside during storage. 

 

Sage Advice from the Easter Bunny: 

 Everyone needs a friend who is all ears. 

 A cute tail attracts a lot of attention. 

 Everyone is entitled to a bad hare day. 

 Some body parts should be floppy. 

 The best things in life are still sweet and gooey. 

 
 



Donna’s Did ya’know Facts 

Michigan Social Studies Olympiad 

 

I participated in MSSO again this year and was two for two!  I won gold in the Geographic 

Challenge and in the Collage Poster competition.  The Geographic Challenge was a new 

addition to the choices and I decided to branch out and try something new.  It was a 

PowerPoint presentation all about Michigan’s climate in the next 100 years and how it will 

change.  In doing my research, I learned so much and found out how important Michigan 

and its water supply really is.  Here are a few slides from my gold medal winning 

PowerPoint.  Hopefully we can all learn from the past and help change the future! 

 

 

            
 

            
 

              

Water, Water Everywhere!

Do we have enough to spare?

Quick Fact s

• There is more than 94,000 square miles of 

water.

• The lakes would flood the USA, evenly, under 

9.5 feet of water.

• Roughly 4.2% of the USA’s water supply comes 

from the Great Lakes.

• The Great Lakes hold more than 21% of the 

WORLD’S fresh water. (6 quadrillion gallons)

• There is more than 94,000 square miles of 

water.

• The lakes would flood the USA, evenly, under 

9.5 feet of water.

• Roughly 4.2% of the USA’s water supply comes 

from the Great Lakes.

• The Great Lakes hold more than 21% of the 

WORLD’S fresh water. (6 quadrillion gallons)

Cl imat e Change?!

• In the next 100 years, 

the temperature is 

expected to increase 

6-10 degrees 

Fahrenheit.

• This will change the 

water cycle, causing it 

to be irregular. 

• The water levels will 

vary and the effects of 

Global Warming will be 

felt outside of the Great 

Lakes Basin.

• Demand will increase 

when there is less water 

available.

• Creating a CRISIS.

Agr icult ur e

• Michigan ranks first in 

producing red tart 

cherries, blueberries, 

cranberries, and black 

beans.

• Also, produces 

significant amounts of 

soybean, dairy, corn, 

and livestock.

The Ef f ect s of  Change

• The optimal weather 
conditions will move 
north and east.

• The crop yield of 
soybeans and corn  
might increase due to 
the increase in a 
longer growing 
season and an 
increase in nitrogen 
and carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere.  

• The higher ozone 

concentrations will reverse the 

positive impacts of an increase 

in temperatures.

• An increase in severe storms 

and flooding could hurt crop 

production.

• High temps could create 

droughts, increasing the money 

needed by farmers or the 

dependency on the GL which 

will have already suffered 

because of the weather.

The End of Business

Lake levels currently

All of these levels will DECREASE in 

the next 100 years leading to the 

destruction of the shipping industry. 

The ships cannot pass through because 

they require deeper depths than those 

projected for the years to come.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

With less shipping 

being done, fuel 

emissions will rise, 

60,000+ jobs will 

be lost, and an 

entire business will 

vanish from the 

region.


