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A FEW GOOD MEN,  
STILL GOES ALL THE WAY 

FOR HIS CLIENTS

Just One 
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University but ended up joining the Navy 
JAG (Judge Advocate General) Corps by 
coincidence. He was stationed at Naval 
Air Station Oceana when they got the call 
that there were 10 Marines in the brig at 
Guantanamo that needed representation.

Hampton Roads Magazine: Being 
able to use the movie as a way of recogni-
tion obviously hasn’t hurt your career.

Don Marcari: It’s a great movie; it’s got 
some great lines in it. Stuff I never said 
though [chuckles]. But I think it certainly 
helped my career. When you have a case 
like that it shapes the way you practice 
law. What I came to realize from that trial 
is that even though you have a lot of odds 

Upon first encounter at the law office of Marcari, 
Russotto, Spencer and Balaban, P.C. in Newport 
News, attorney Don Marcari looks like he would 
be just as intimidating on the other side of the line 
of scrimmage of a full-contact football game as he 

would be in a court of law. He’s tall, he’s fit, and even though 
he traded his dress whites for a tailored suit more than 20 
years ago, he looks like he could still give some Naval cadets 
a run for their money on a basic training obstacle course. 
There’s also a confidence about Marcari that is genuinely 
engaging—a demeanor that’s a combination of old-fashioned 
values, humor and charm. The kind of guy that didn’t have to 
get picked first for any team because he was probably the one 
leading it. The kind of person you want on your side.

Marcari is probably best know to most people as the man 
Hollywood modeled Tom Cruise’s character after in the movie 
A Few Good Men. Marcari says his role in the trial—that led to 
the Broadway play and eventually became a box office smash 
featuring mega movie stars Cruise, Demi Moore and Jack 
Nicholson—was definitely a defining moment in his career.

Born in New York and raised in Winston-Salem, N.C., 
Marcari got his undergraduate and masters degrees from 
Appalachian State. He went to law school at Campbell 

Coach Marcari moments before a Saturday game with his Great Neck Buckeyes.
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against you, sometimes you’re the only 
one that other person has that can help 
them. So if you’re not willing to go all the 
way, you probably shouldn’t be in the busi-
ness—at least not litigating.

HRM: Besides the Gitmo hazing trial, 
what are some of your other memorable 
moments as an attorney?

DM: I was lead council in Tailhook. That 
was an interesting trial.

HRM: Any advice for aspiring attorneys?
DM: Yes. There is a local high school 

legal academy and another high school 
medical/legal society where I’m an advisor. 
And when I tell the kids how many people 
are going to law school, they wonder if 
they’re going to be able to get any work 
because there is so much competition out 
there. But I always tell them that if they 
work hard and do the right thing, they’ll 
be successful. Just as long as you can look 
yourself in the mirror each morning, you’ll 
be fine. Build your reputation one case at 
a time. Because your reputation, good or 
bad, stays with you.

HRM: Anything about you that people 
don’t know that they should?

DM: One thing I really dislike is that law-
yers get such a bad rap. We’re just trying 
to do our jobs, and I think we really help 
people. Some people think that if you sue 
it’s because you’re just after money. But 
people who are seriously injured would 
much rather have their health back and the 
way their life was than the money. I had a 
client who was injured in a car accident 
and he ended up settling for almost $3 
million. But when we won the settlement 
he told me, “You can tell them they can go 
ahead and keep the money—just let me 
have my health back.” 

HRM: What’s most important to you?
DM: Family. Growing up Italian, my dad 

had nine brothers and sisters and my mom 
had six. I have 35 first cousins, so every-
thing always centered on family. When I 
was a kid, we always had to be home at 
6 p.m. for dinner as a family, and I try to 
carry on that tradition today.

HRM: You obviously had the opportu-
nity to settle anywhere you wanted. Why 
did you stay in Hampton Roads?

DM: This area has so much to offer—
it’s big enough that you can go to great 
restaurants, catch a play or the symphony, 
but it’s also small enough that it’s got a 
charm and relaxed attitude. Plus, it’s got 
the beach—which is all I need. It’s a great 
place. I wouldn’t ever consider moving 
from here. nHRM
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All magazine subscribers are automatically eligible  
to win numerous free weekly giveaways such as  
restaurant certificates and tickets to area activities  
and attractions.
 
A special promo code can be found on the  
mailing label of your magazine. Each week,  
several subscriber promo codes will be randomly 
selected as winners of that week’s giveaway.  
The winning promo codes are published in  
our weekly newsletter, HRM e-Weekly.

Look for your number and claim your prize.

If you are currently not receiving our FREE weekly 
newsletter, just go to HRMag.com/newsletter  
to subscribe. Each weekly e-newsletter features 
half off dining at the area’s best restaurants, a top 
weekend getaway, a special event for the week  
and a delicious recipe. PLUS special giveaways  

      just for our subscribers!

PROMO CODE 471100

Jane Doe
36 Lineberry Rd. 
Norfolk, VA 2363

Sign up for the  
HRM e-Weekly 

newsletter today at  
www.HRMag.com/newsletter

Our Subscribers Are Winners!
 

No Dice, No Dollars,  
Just Free Chances To Win… 

Every Week!
 

The Local’s Choice for Engagement and  
Upscale Jewelry for Seventeen Years Running

TmLet Long Jewelers Rock 
Your Christmas

www.longjewelers.net

2965 Virginia Beach Blvd. 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452  |  (757) 498-1186
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