Name: World Digital Library
Mission:
The World Digital Library (WDL) makes available on the Internet, free of charge and in multilingual format, significant primary materials from countries and cultures around the world. 

The principal objectives of the WDL are to:

· Promote international and intercultural understanding;

· Expand the volume and variety of cultural content on the Internet;

· Provide resources for educators, scholars, and general audiences;

· Build capacity in partner institutions to narrow the digital divide within and between countries. 
URL: http://www.wdl.org/en/ 
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Review:
The World Digital Library (WDL) is a digital repository containing historically and internationally significant materials from cultures across the globe. It was developed through collaboration between the Library of Congress and UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization), prompted by a 2005 concept proposal to the U.S. National Commission for UNESCO by Librarian of Congress James H. Billington. Because UNESCO is an agency of the United Nations, the interface language options within the WDL represent the six official U.N. languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish), as well as Portuguese, another major world language made available in acknowledgement of the substantial contributions of institutions in Brazil during the development stages of the project (FAQ, WDL website). Essentially, the WDL is intended to serve user communities in those countries or regions whose languages are represented within the interface, with the inclusion of other languages (and therefore potential user communities) up for consideration. Although there may be language barriers preventing some users or communities from understanding the item descriptions within the website, various other languages of the world “are represented in the actual books, manuscripts, maps, photographs, and other primary materials”, which suggests that there is truly something for everyone regardless of the interface language. Based upon the answers provided on the Frequently Asked Questions page of the website, the user community for the WDL in a general sense includes “anyone with an interest in the wider world”, or more specifically, “students, teachers, scholars and the general public” (FAQ, WDL website).
The WDL is supported jointly by UNESCO and the Library of Congress, the institutions that together sponsored the initial Experts Meeting during which the standards and guidelines of the project were established within professional working groups. Five other partner institutions or stakeholders were involved in the early stages of the project as well - these were the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, the National Library of Brazil, the National Library and Archives of Egypt, the National Library of Russia, and the Russian State Library - who together with UNESCO and the Library of Congress began contributing to the WDL prototype which was to be presented at a UNESCO general conference in October of 2007. Billington reiterated the purpose of the WDL during this conference, stating that “the key objective of the World Digital Library ought to be to promote international and intercultural understanding and awareness. We can pursue this objective by using electronic technologies to give as many people as possible access to important and interesting primary source materials from and about every country.” (A World of Ideas) 
Google Inc. was one of the initial contributors to the WDL project, lending $3 million towards the development of the plan and prototype. Microsoft, another well-known corporate entity, contributed $1 million towards general support, while other organizations such as the Qatar Foundation and the Carnegie Corporation of New York lent $3 million each towards more specific ends, such as the representation of the Qatar Foundation Central Library as a “key node in the WDL network” and the “inclusion of cultural institutions from sub-Saharan Africa and Eurasia in the WDL”, respectively. Partners of the WDL include the National Libraries of UNESCO member countries around the world, as well as over 100 other institutions and libraries that contribute “by sharing technology, convening or co-sponsoring meetings of working groups, or contributing financially” (Partners, WDL website). In this way, the WDL website will be funded and supported indefinitely, as both UNESCO and the Library of Congress are continually working towards expanding the “worldwide network” of contribution, participation, and representation. 
The WDL was launched publicly in April 2009, presenting content contributed by 26 institutions in 19 countries (FAQ, WDL website). The WDL collection offers a fantastic variety of cross-cultural relics and ancient works, such as “rubbings of oracle bones from the National Library of China, delicate drawings of court life from the National Diet Library of Japan and a 13th-century "Devil's Bible" from the National Library of Sweden” (U.N. Launches World Digital Library, CODY). Other notable items include “the earliest known map to mention America by name” and “an 8,000-year-old painting of bleeding antelopes” of African origin; works from the African continent comprising roughly a tenth of the WDL collection (UN puts global treasures online, BBC NEWS). By selecting the ‘type of item’ option within the ‘browse’ menu bar on the website, users can see that the WDL collection contains books, journals, manuscripts, maps, motion pictures, prints, photographs, and sound recordings. Prints and photographs, unsurprisingly, make up the bulk of the content, with 718 items available at the time of this writing, July 2011. Maps represent the second most common type of item, with 312 items currently available. In total, there are now 1,575 records in the collection, a substantial increase in content from the roughly 1,200 records available at launch, although the WDL is “designed to accommodate an unlimited number of such texts, charts and illustrations from as many countries and libraries as want to contribute” (U.N. Launches World Digital Library, CODY). 
Another option within the ‘browse’ menu bar, labeled ‘institution’, directs users to a page organizing items according to their contributing institutions, and here it can be seen that the Library of Congress has provided the majority of items to the collection, numbering 675 at the time of this writing. The contributions of partner libraries and institutions range from 1 item to 156 items, this second-highest contribution coming from the National Library of Brazil - which further clarifies the decision to include Portuguese in addition to the U.N. official languages, as mentioned earlier. Selecting one institution and item at random, the record for the Bibliotheca Alexandrina’s “Description of Egypt: Natural History, Volume Two” includes a picture of the volume (a work originating from Napoleon’s exploits in Egypt), an item detail area, a link to the external resource of the institution, several links to related items within the collection, and an embedded text-to-speech application allowing users to hear the contents of the page read aloud, enabled by ReadSpeaker solutions (ReadSpeaker). The following table retrieved from the Standards and Technical Specifications page of the WDL website presents the metadata elements which form the basis for item description: 
	WDL Element Name
	Description

	Title
	Title of the resource.

	Description
	Summary of the content of the resource.  Describe why the item is significant.  Note features of historical interest.  

Example: “A Summary View of the Rights of British America” was the fiery pamphlet that Thomas Jefferson wrote as a 31-year old member of the Virginia House of Burgesses that established his reputation as a forceful champion of American rights and led to his being asked, two years later, to draft the American Declaration of Independence.  This version of the Summary View is Thomas Jefferson’s personal copy. In it, Jefferson proudly inscribed his name as author on the title page, and made edits in the text to strengthen his argument.



	Creator
	An entity associated with the creation of the resource. 

	Publisher
	An entity responsible for making the resource available. 

	Place of publication
	Place of publication. 

	Date Created
	A point or period of time associated with the creation of the item.  This can be a specific date, a year, or a range of years.  

	Language
	The native language of the resource.

	Place
	The geographic subject of the resource.  Enter the country, state/province (if available), city (if available).

Example:  
United States, Texas, Austin 

	Type of Place
	The type of geographic place, if applicable (e.g., river).  

	Time
	The temporal subject of the resource.  This can be a specific year or a range of years. 

	Topic
	Dewey Decimal Classification.  Provide an abridged Dewey number for the resource.

	Type of  Item
	Book, manuscript, map, print/photograph, sound recording,  motion picture, etc.

	Additional Subjects (Controlled and Uncontrolled)
	Terms from controlled vocabularies (e.g., LCSH) and uncontrolled vocabularies used to describe the resource.

	Notes
	Additional information about the resource.

	Physical Description
	The physical description of the resource (e.g., number of pages, size).  

	Collection Title
	If resource belongs to a collection, provide the collection title.

	Collection Description
	Description of the collection. 

	Institution
	Institution that contributed the resource.

	Related Web Site
	If the resource exists online at holding institution, provide the URL.  


Returning to the record for the “Description of Egypt: Natural History, Volume Two” item, the terms under each element link to corresponding search results pages when applicable; in this record, for example, selecting the broader term ‘Egypt’ under the ‘Place’ metadata element links to the search results page for ‘Egypt’, containing all other items with instances of ‘Egypt’ within their item descriptions. An area to the left side of the page allows users to narrow these results based on Place, Time (Period), Topic, Type of Item, and Institution, as with the primary ‘Browse’ menu displayed across the top of the website. The search results on this page can be viewed as a gallery or a list; if viewed in list format, an icon is shown to the right of any item that has a supplemental curator video or audio file associated with the content, as indentified by the legend atop the list. By opening up the item description page and clicking on this icon located below the picture of the item, users are directed to the curator video page which also includes another, more thorough description of the resource content along with information about the featured speaker, the subject, and the institution being represented. Another icon found beneath the picture on the item description page opens up the content viewing interface, within which the content image can be zoomed in or out in great detail, while also allowing the user to freely scroll around in the viewing space. The complete resource is viewable one page at a time, and users can input a specific page number or select a page thumbnail from the scrolling field to the left of the display area, which can also be advanced using the page turner arrow buttons of the interface bar. This viewing interface presents the entirety of the resource content for thorough examination, as well as a scalable jpeg version of each page accessible for download through a link across the top. 
There is no exclusive material within the WDL; access to the content and interface does not require a membership or subscription and is provided free of charge. Upon entering the site, users are presented with the home page as pictured above, which features an interactive map of the world through which item sets can be selected according to continent or geographic region, as well as an adjustable timeline below this “region cluster”. Displayed next to the picture icon for each continent or region is the number of items in the corresponding set; these numbers change as the user slides the marker across the timeline from 8000 BC to 2010 AD, excluding or adding items to the sets based on the time period. The ‘browse’ menu bar across the top is similar in narrow-down function as the search results page for each term, and there is also a single ‘Search’ field fixed within the upper right corner of the webpage header, although no advanced search options are made available in this area. With these three areas of searching functionality, users may broadly explore, browse by category, or input specific search terms according to their individual needs and preferences.     
Across the bottom or footer of the website is a link, among others, to a ‘help’ page explaining the functionality of all of the features mentioned above, including highlighted screenshots supplementing descriptions of the user interface. This help page clarifies the options available for interacting with the website, such as how to remove a term from the search results page to broaden a search. The ‘contact’ link next to the link for the help page opens up a form through which users can ask questions or leave comments, requiring only an email entry in order to send the message. While the WDL does not provide any other user interaction services such as a blog, wiki, or RSS feed, it does include a Frequently Asked Questions section as referenced throughout this review, accessible through the ‘about’ link located across the website footer. Some of the answers provided here cover topics such as the copyright stipulations of using content provided by library partners as well as information on how to support the library through individual volunteer or institutional involvement. 
As explained on the Frequently Asked questions page, the WDL website is hosted by the Library of Congress, and is maintained and operated by a team based within that institution. The website, having been developed and prototyped “in-house” by UNESCO and the Library of Congress, does not use a commercial digital library management system and is not open source. There are few provisions for maintaining quality of service via the ‘help’ page, which directs users to the contact form for reporting difficulties in accessing website features or viewing the video content. From a web design standpoint, the interface techniques used support a variety of searching behaviors and different user sophistication levels, as the prominent “region cluster” interface which opens on the home page provides an immediate, simple, and visual means of exploring broad categories of content within the collection. Such a technique would be ideal for younger users to experience the WDL, as they might not otherwise have any idea of where to begin and what to search for, or rather they may not otherwise approach the site with enthusiasm, without having a visually interesting and interactive starting point. Students , teachers, and scholars would likely delve right into the search bar or browsing menu to interact with the collection, as they would be working on assignments or projects that are more specific and sophisticated in nature. 
Most of the articles found through searching the internet or journal databases provide general overviews of the WDL from the time of its launch, covering the collection and core features in much the same way as described here. One of the best sources of information about the project, its early stages, and its future is found through the ‘Digital Preservation’ page on the Library of Congress website. In a brief article called ‘Meeting the Challenge’ found here, the content selection process within the WDL project is described, involving a committee of representations from partner institutions and the content guidelines that they have established (Meeting the Challenge). A quote from Technical Project Director Michelle Rago of the Library of Congress encapsulates the ambitions of the WDL project team as well as the future potential of website services: “Our intent was to design a site that would be visually interesting to explore and that would appeal to non-traditional digital library users.  There is a lot more we hope to do with the interface and functionality, including optimizing the site for mobile devices.  As we try to increase awareness about this content in certain parts of the world, mobile access to the WDL site will become even more important.” (Meeting the Challenge) 
I have chosen this digital library because of its simple yet effective and interesting visual interface, which in my opinion is very user-friendly for a wide range of user communities. With a drop-down menu the language presentation of the entire website and its records can be switched to any of the seven languages mentioned above, while the various ways of narrowing or broadening searches facilitate browsing and exploration activities. The browsing pages are organized into horizontal bars representing each category of items, and a scroll bar or arrow buttons can be used to move between item icons within each field, allow users to easily discover or locate items of interest. The main “region cluster” map on the home page was what initially captured my attention, as it seemed to be a unique, comprehensive, and interactive feature indicative of a well-design system and website. Upon finishing this analysis and exploration of the WDL website, however, I do feel that there are a few areas in which the components of the experience could be improved. A wiki, blog, or some sort of greater interactive community components would be welcome, although perhaps the international nature of the project and its audience makes this endeavor more difficult that it would seem. One last minor complaint has to do with the WDL Standards and Technical Specifications page mentioned briefly above, which appears to be of the same website yet is not accessible through any link found on the WDL homepage or any subpages therein - I found it through Google. Overall, however, the WDL website is an interesting and useful online resource that I feel has great potential, as its network of partners and contributors continues to grow worldwide. 
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