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Informational Interview

While researching several careers, one of the jobs that matched my interests was a lawyer. I do not know yet the career I will have, but I decided to arrange an informational interview with a lawyer. I interviewed Jose Felix Diaz, who is a real estate lawyer in Miami-Dade County. I have had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Diaz before when I was in high school. My senior year, I won a spot at the 2011 Messenger Program in which ten students from all over the state of Florida go to Tallahassee and intern for a week at the Florida House of Representatives. Each student is chosen by the representative of their district, and Mr. Diaz was in charge of my district. 

Jose Felix Diaz is a real estate attorney in Miami. He specializes in commercial litigation, zoning and land use. I asked him several questions in the informational interview regarding his profession. In order to become a lawyer, four years of undergraduate studies and three years of law school are required. After completing law school, there is a bar exam that each prospective lawyer has to take. The bar exam is taken in the state that you are hoping to practice law. The reason for this is because each state has different laws and regulations. The road to become a lawyer is long and requires many hours of study and dedication. In law school, and later on when practicing law, there is a lot of reading that done. Attorneys are required to read many pages of text, legal cases, and the language that is used is heavy and tedious. In order to become a lawyer, you have to be extremely focused and willing to devote hours to your studies. In order to enter a good law firm upon graduation, it is recommended to intern with lawyers during the summers, preferably in the area you are hoping to specialize in. The study of law has many branches and opportunities. It also depends where you ultimately decide to base your practice. The city of Miami, for example, has a large population. This presents many opportunities to practice law---for example tax law, international law, real estate law etc. However, Miami already has many lawyers, some say too many. There is not a growing demand for incoming lawyers in a city like Miami. 

Being a lawyer is not how it is portrayed on TV. Not all attorneys have the chance to handle high drama crime cases that make national headlines. In fact, only about ten percent of lawyers are litigators, and many cases are settled before they even reach courtroom. Most likely, a day on the job will involve meeting with clients and possible clients and reading dozens of documents. The most rewarding part of the job is that at the end of the day, you can help people with their problems. 

