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Tim Burton’s ‘Alice in 

Wonderland’ – Fabulous or 

Faux Pas? 

By Heather Utt 

Anyone who has ever been to the 

movies knows what the atmosphere is like. 

The rows are poorly lit by many sallow 

yellow-colored lights. It smells like fresh, 

heavily buttered popcorn – a smell that 

practically crawls in your throat and makes 

your mouth water. As you walk to your seat, 

your shoes stick to the mysterious film that 

seems to have formed on the floors, and 

your ears are full of the constant buzz of 

pre-movie chatter. All of these things are 

magnified during the first week after a big 

new movie has aired, and the week 

following March 5
th

 was no different. That 

was the day when Alice in Wonderland, one 

of the year’s most anticipated films, hit 

theaters. I was particularly excited to see it, 

mostly because of the amazingly enticing 

posters hanging in the local cinema. 

Based on Lewis Carroll’s timeless 

novel, this story was adapted for the big 

screen by Disney in 1951, but it was 

animated back then. This time it had real-life 

characters, including superstars Anne 

Hathaway and Johnny Depp. It was no 

surprise to me to see Depp in yet another 

one of Tim Burton’s extravagant out-of-this-

world pieces, making it the seventh film 

they’ve done together. When they pair up, 

masterpieces are born, and this time it was 

no different (Rosen). 

 
Johnny Depp as the Mad Hatter – Photo by Disney 

Enterprises © 

I loved seeing such a classic 

character as the Mad Hatter brought to life 
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with Johnny’s otherworldly personality 

tossed in. Even better than the personality, 

however, were the amazing features given to 

him. The make-up used on him was 

impeccable, bringing his eyes right out of 

his face and boring them into your soul. 

Also, the fiery mop of bright red hair 

rounded off the whole thing – he looked 

crazy as they come. 

As for Anne Hathaway, an actress I 

usually adore, I thought her mannerisms 

were odd and almost annoying. What was 

with the hand thing? You all know what I’m 

talking about. She walked around like she 

was about to flap her arms and take flight. 

Though I’m sure the White Queen is an 

integral part of the story, her character here 

seemed almost unnecessary. Even so, there 

needs to be a good balance of good and evil, 

so I guess it was her job to fill the “good” 

role. 

In the “evil” role was Helena 

Bonham Carter, who, in my opinion, stole 

the show, and it wasn’t just because of the 

huge cranium she was sporting. Though her 

look made her stand out among all the rest, 

it was the life she brought to the role that 

blew me away. She was absolutely 

hilarious! I can’t even count the number of 

times her shrieks of, “Off with their heads!” 

snapped my attention right to her. She is 

blessed with a very unique look off screen as 

well, and that makes her stand out in every 

film she does. If I had to pick a favorite 

character of them all, she would definitely 

be it. 

I dragged my friend Christine 

Wiktorowski along to the movie with me, 

and afterward I did my best to find out what 

she thought about the movie in comparison 

to my opinion. Unlike me, she’d never really 

seen the original movie before, so it was 

easy for her to keep an open and objective 

mind. Whenever I asked who her favorite 

character was, however, she too said, “I 

think I’d probably have to pick the Red 
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Queen because she was just… crazy. The 

little things she did, like the pig stool, were 

really funny. Not to mention her huge head 

just made her absolutely hilarious. I also 

really like that actress.” It was easy to tell 

during the movie that she enjoyed it. She 

laughed so hard at one point that I thought 

she might cry. 

Mia Wasikowska signing autographs at an “Alice in 

Wonderland” event – Photo by Claire R. Greenway 

© 2010 Getty Images 

Of course, I couldn’t go on without 

saying a few words about Alice, played by 

twenty-one year old Mia Wasikowska. I’d 

never seen her in anything else, but she 

brought a fresh new face to the timeless role. 

She was young and unique, with a different 

but striking beauty. The personality she 

brought to the character made Alice 

charming; it also made her funny and 

relatable. In a movie that is as well-known 

as this one, it’s important to be able to make 

a connection between the old character and 

the new one, and Mia created a balanced 

mix of old and new. Her portrayal of Alice 

was one that will not be easily forgotten. 

As someone who isn’t really a fan of 

3-D movies, I opted to see the film in the 

regular projection style, but I wasn’t 

disappointed. I can’t imagine that the 3-D 

enhancements would have made it any 

better. The animation of “Underland” itself 

was just incredible. In an article in USA 

Today, Claudia Puig gave the movie an 

upstanding review, saying, “The visual 

landscape in which she travels is awash in 

color, magic, and splendor.” She then goes 

on to comment on the way Burton brings 

together the original material of Carroll’s 

story with his own cinematic style to create 

a great result. On a scale of 1 to 100, she 

gave the movie an 88 (Puig). 
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Though every opinion I have given 

or made reference to up to this point has 

been good, not everyone thought so well of 

the film. Some reviewers gave the movie as 

low a score as 25 out of 100. One of these 

people was Amy Biancolli, a writer for the 

San Francisco Chronicle. Though there 

were positive things to be said, such as her 

praise of the landscape and of Bonham 

Carter’s performance, most of it was 

negative, and much of it focused around the 

way the story was presented in respect to the 

Carroll original. She says, “Its single biggest 

failing – an affront to Lewis Carroll and the 

charms of nonsense literature – is that is 

makes sense” (Biancolli). 

This sounds to me like someone who 

was a die-hard fan of the original story, and 

her expectations were not met. Neither 

Christine nor I had ever read the original 

stories before viewing this new film, so I 

can’t say our expectations were high. She 

told me that she figured it would be 

entertaining and a bit crazy, but other than 

that, she didn’t really know what to expect. 

With all that being said, even though she 

didn’t know the particulars, everyone knows 

about the characters in this story – the Mad 

Hatter, the White Rabbit, the Cheshire Cat – 

they’re all timeless. Christine thought the 

actors fit really well into the roles they were 

meant to play and that they were 

“convincing and entertaining.” She also told 

me that she would definitely recommend it 

to her friends, because it’s just fun to watch. 

So there we have it, folks. You’ve 

heard a slew of opinions here, ranging from 

great, to not so great. Now it’s time to form 

your own. If you haven’t already, go out and 

see the movie. Figure out for yourself what 

you love about it, and what you could do 

without. I can tell you everything you want 

to know about it, but until you’ve seen it, it 

hasn’t been done justice. I think on a scale 

of 1 to 100, I’d give this film an 85. 
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So this brings us back to my original 

question – did this movie turn out fabulous, 

or was it just a major faux pas? Hands down, 

I’d have to say fabulous. 

 


