
12/4/12 11:36 AMOSU forward reflects on her commitment - ocolly.com : Soccer

Page 1 of 4http://www.ocolly.com/sports/soccer/article_d1947e24-f834-11e1-818e-0019bb30f31a.html

More

Pokes suffer first loss of year

Column: Oklahoma State should've

declined bowl invite

Column: Oklahoma State should've

declined bowl invite

Receiver Torrance Carr isn't losing his

passion for fashion

Cowboys earned Oklahoma's respect

despite loss in Bedlam

Twitter

about 11 hours agoocolly was checking out
Tuesday's edition is complete! Here's a
sneak peek at the front page.
http://t.co/fAGcMoYa

about a day agoocolly was checking out
http://t.co/vui9g2jn

Subscribe  About Us  Contact Us  Advertise  Place a Classified Ad Welcome! Login Signup|

Home Sports Soccer

Story Comments Image (1)

TweetTweet 2 0 1

Print Font Size:

OSU forward reflects on her
commitment
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Jared Emerson Sports Reporter | 0 comments

A simple conversation with her father: That’s what it took
for forward Megan Marchesano to decide to attend
Oklahoma State and join the Cowgirl soccer team.

Marchesano, a Bixby native, said she wanted to get out
of Oklahoma. Although Oklahoma State was interested
in her, she had visited Pepperdine, UCLA and other
schools in California.  

Her club soccer team, the Lonestars Soccer Club ’91,
was playing in a tournament in California when the talk
began with her dad.

 “He told me ‘It would be so awesome if you could go
out here, but I’m never going to be able to see you
play,’” Marchesano said. “That really made the decision
for me. I’m really close to my family.

“My parents have been such a big part of my life. It was
my junior year when I decided I wanted to stay close to home and obviously Oklahoma State was a great program
and a great school so it was a good fit.”

Marchesano joined the Cowgirls in 2009 and immediately made an impact, playing in 17 games her freshman
season and scored the first of her 21 career goals against SMU.

She said the transition from high school to college is difficult for some student athletes because more is expected
at the collegiate level. Luckily for Megan, she said there were older members of the team who set a good example
on and off the field.

 “I really looked up to (former Oklahoma State player) Siera Strawser a lot,” Marchesano said. “She was a senior
when I was a freshman and she went to my high school in Bixby. Sierra always made good grades and always did
well on the field. She was a great person and great player.”

Corie Wilkensen

Megan Marchesano
Megan Marchesano dribbles the ball at Cowgirl Soccer Complex.
Marchesano has 21 career goals, which is the most by an active
player and tied for 9th all-time
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Fast-forward three years and it’s Marchesano’s turn to set the example. She is the active leader in career goals
and assists for the Cowgirls, with 21 and 15. The 15 assists put her in the top 10 for a career in school history.

Coach Colin Carmichael said her success is a product of the hard work she’s put in every year.

 “She worked so hard in the offseason, in the weight room and on her fitness,” Carmichael said. “She’s a stronger
kid—you can look at her and see a difference physically. She’s developed into a really aggressive forward. She’s
able to hold the ball better for us, and I just think all around she’s become a better player.”

Marchesano said one of her favorite goals was during her sophomore year in the NCAA Tournament.

The Cowgirls were playing Duke for the right to advance to the Elite Eight. Marchesano said her ankles had been
bothering her and she didn’t start, but when Carmichael asked her to go in, she was ready.

 “He put me in, and I think it was maybe five to 10 minutes I get the ball and end up beating three defenders and
scoring our first goal,” Marchesano said. “I remember being so proud of myself because I could have sat there and
made excuses.”

When people think of forwards, goal scoring comes to mind, and Marchesano has done plenty of that. But her
assist total is something that Carmichael said is more telling of Marchesano.

 “You never put a number on it, because you can create a ton of goals without actually scoring,” Carmichael said.
“But the fact she has a ton of assists and goals really speaks for how hard she works and how active she is up
front.”

Marchesano’s impact is not limited to the score sheet, either. She was named one of the Cowgirls’ four captains,
as well as stepped into the vocal leadership role vacated with the loss of Melinda Mercado and a few other seniors.

Marchesano said as a captain, she felt it was her responsibility to step up and make sure her voice is heard on the
field, especially with a young team.

 “When you have a lot of new girls coming in, there are a lot of people trying to figure out what’s going on,”
Marchesano said. “You have to talk with them and work with them and be able to have that positive mentality to
help. I think when you have that it kind of spreads around the team.

“So if I can be vocal and help them out in some way, they can help each other and hopefully that spreads and
helps us become better as a team.”

When Marchesano joined the Cowgirls, they had just completed their third straight season with an NCAA
appearance. Although they were consistent, the program was not recognized as elite.

Since then, Oklahoma State has turned into a regular face in the later rounds of the NCAA Tournament, and is a
familiar sight in the top rankings in the country.

Marchesano said her favorite thing about playing for OSU has been turning the team into a national contender
every year. She said the team should take pride in that not everyone on the team is part of a national team, but
everyone worked hard to get the program where it is.

 “To be able to watch each year as the team improves, and see how much the individuals have improved and the
program has shifted in the past few years,” Marchesano said. “That’s probably the most exciting part. That’s
something we’ll be able to look back on and be like, ‘Man, we did that, that was our team, that was really cool.’”
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