
12/4/12 12:19 PMOn To the Next One: Mercado name to stay in Stillwater - ocolly.com : Soccer

Page 1 of 5http://www.ocolly.com/sports/soccer/article_549665c7-86c0-551f-8bf6-f83779dbf5cd.html

More

Column: Oklahoma State should've

declined bowl invite

Pokes suffer first loss of year

Column: Oklahoma State should've

declined bowl invite

Receiver Torrance Carr isn't losing his

passion for fashion

Cowboys earned Oklahoma's respect

despite loss in Bedlam

Twitter

about 12 hours agoocolly was checking out
Tuesday's edition is complete! Here's a
sneak peek at the front page.
http://t.co/fAGcMoYa

about a day agoocolly was checking out
http://t.co/vui9g2jn

about 4 days agoocolly was checking out
Friday's edition is complete! Here's a sneak
peek at the front page. Go pokes!
http://t.co/LA6Pu9d0

Ocolly.com is not responsible for the content above, which is
provided in real-time from Twitter.

Follow Us On Facebook

Subscribe  About Us  Contact Us  Advertise  Place a Classified Ad Welcome! Login Signup|

Home Sports Soccer

Story Comments Image (1)

TweetTweet 0 0

Print Font Size:

On To the Next One: Mercado
name to stay in Stillwater

Posted: Wednesday, April 11, 2012 12:00 am

Jared Emerson / Sports Reporter | 0 comments

Cowgirl soccer opponents probably breathed a sigh of
relief at the end of last season, knowing they would not
have to face All-American defender Melinda Mercado
again.

Imagine their surprise when they come onto the field
next season to see the name Mercado on the back of
another Oklahoma State jersey.

Madison Mercado will begin her freshman year for the
Cowgirls soccer team that advanced to the Elite Eight
last season. The youngest of Edgar and Julie
Mercado's three children, Madison said she has always
looked up to her two sisters, Melinda and Megan.

"They're my true idols, they're my heroes," she said. "I
desire to be like both of them in many different ways.
Melinda is so humble and so great, and Megan is so
personable and we've always been so close, all three of
us."

Like her oldest sister Melinda, Madison took up soccer
at an early age. Julie said Madison started learning the
game at her sister's games before Madison could walk.

"When she was a baby, she would sit in my lap," Julie
said. "She wouldn't go and play in the playground with
the rest of the kids. She'd sit and study the game and
study the players. She was interested from the time
Melinda started playing."

As the girls started growing, they got into more sports.
With three children, Edgar and Julie found it difficult to
take their daughters to each practice and game.
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On To the Next One: Mercado
name to stay in Stillwater
Madison Mercado (left) will play at OSU next season, where her
sister, Melinda, was a two-time All Amercian.
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"It was crazy, but we enjoyed every minute of it, and it
was well worth it," Julie said.  "It was crazy and it was

tough because we had three children who needed to go in different directions. We were very fortunate because we
have my family, my parents and my sister, who live here, and they're very involved with sports."

All three of the girls were athletic, and though there was an age difference, Melinda said it didn't keep them from
being competitive when playing games around the house.

"Growing up in our house, especially playing sports and being sisters, we were very competitive," Melinda said.
"We're athletes, so it's in our nature."

Melinda is four years older than Madison, which gave her a distinct advantage when they were younger. She said
the age gap made it difficult for Madison to train with her in soccer, but Melinda said Madison found other ways to
help.

"She was always a motivator, and that was one thing that was really good," Melinda said. "We would kind of feed
off each other. She was someone to go running with or go to work out with. It wasn't so much going competitive
against each other, but someone that you can get up and go work out with."

Melinda graduated from Sapulpa High School in 2008 as a standout in basketball and soccer. Madison entered
high school the next year and picked up where her sister left off, becoming a star for the varsity basketball and
soccer teams.

Their similarities ended there. Melinda is a tall, physical defender, and Madison is a smaller midfielder who Melinda
sid is more technically gifted.

Their attitudes on the field are also different.

"Melinda is more the kind that stays very cool, calm, collected," Julie said. "Not a lot of highs and lows; she's very
even and steady and consistent. Madison feeds off of energy and is a little more fiery."

Eventually, Madison had to make a decision on which sport to pursue in college. Like Melinda, Madison found
success on the basketball court as well as the soccer field. She earned a starting role on the basketball team her
freshman year. Her final season at Sapulpa, Madison scored 196 points and helped lead the team to the state
tournament. Madison said choosing between the sports was difficult.

"For the longest time, basketball was my No. 1 sport," she said. "As I got older and did more with soccer, it evened
out. It's still evened out, I love basketball, but I just know that soccer is God's path for me, so that's where I'm
going."   

The decision of which sport to play was difficult, but the decision of where to play was easy. Madison chose to
follow her sister to Oklahoma State. She said having Melinda at OSU allowed her to visit Stillwater often and see
parts of the program many recruits don't, and she knew it was the perfect fit.

Oklahoma State coach Colin Carmichael said Melinda's influence was helpful in recruiting Madison. With Melinda
at OSU, Madison was able to meet the coaches and players and become comfortable with them. Carmichael said
Madison could play for almost any team she wanted and OSU would have recruited her even if Melinda never
played for the Cowgirls.

"In our opinion, she's the best player in the state in her age group," Carmichael said. "We still would have recruited
her, but of course having the family connection helps a ton. Melinda's had such a great experience here, I think.
I'm sure Madison's heard a lot about it, and Madison's been to a lot of games and watched her sister do so well.

Melinda's OSU experience almost didn't happen. When she went through the recruiting process, she had a difficult
time. Melinda orally committed to TCU but changed her mind and switched to OSU at the last minute. Madison
said her experience was nothing like her sister's.

"It was so much easier for me," Madison said. "I knew just from watching and being around OSU all the time, I
knew that's where I wanted to go. I think the only stressful part was having to decide so early.

Madison committed to Oklahoma State in April of her sophomore year. Although it was early, Madison said she
knew she wanted to go to OSU, and it made her decision to commit easy.

Carmichael said Madison is a good player who can have an immediate impact for the Cowgirls. He said he was
able to work with Madison through the Olympic Development Program and watch her play locally.
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"She was on one of my Regional Olympic Development teams," Carmichael said. "I was fortunate enough to get to
work with her a little bit there. She's very competitive like her sister; she hates losing. She's a very creative player
that's going to score a lot of goals and also create a lot of chances for other players."

Some people may wonder whether Madison chose OSU only because of her sister. Madison said that's not true;
she has other reasons for choosing Oklahoma State.

"She was a big part of it, but not for her," Madison said. "I wanted to come and make my own name like she made
her own statement at OSU. I have big shoes to fill, my whole class does."

Melinda said she is proud of what Madison has accomplished and said it's not easy being the second family
member to play for a team. She said she thinks Madison has a bright future ahead of her at OSU.

"She doesn't really walk in my footsteps because we're two completely different players, two completely different
people," Melinda said. "To have older siblings to look up to who play sports, some kids may give up and decide
they want to be their own person. She's embraced it, I think, very well. I think she has the ability to go beyond
everything I've accomplished at OSU. She's a really good player and I'm looking forward to watching her play in
the fall."

 Coming in the year after her sister leaves won't be easy for Madison. The name Mercado means a lot to
Oklahoma State soccer and Madison said she knows she has work to do to get out from her sister's shadow.

"I have to prove to people on the field that I am my own person, and I can accomplish things by myself," Madison
said. "What she's done is great, but I can also come in and do great things."

Watching a son or daughter succeed is any parent's wish, and Julie and Edgar are no different. Julie said they
could not be prouder of what their daughters have accomplished.

"Words couldn't express it," Julie said.  "We never dreamed, when they were young, that they would grow up and
play collegiately. As a parent, you're just full of pride. They're very hardworking girls. Over the years, sacrifices
have been made, but it's well-deserved for them."
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