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First things first, I feel like you need to you know that, in West Virginia, I live in a

relatively small town. The two high schools in our county are very different. There’s my high

school, Huntington High, which consists of the more inner city kids, and there’s Cabell Midland

that consists of the out in the country farmer’s children. Needless to say, there’s a black high

school and there’s a white high school, all in all, neither have much diversity. With that

background knowledge, I can now introduce the interviewee of my project. Her name is Malak

Khader, we knew of each other in high school but didn’t take the time to get to know each other.Khader, we knew of each other in high school but didn’t take the time to get to know each other.

She seemed to be the perfect example for this because she was the only Muslim in our

graduating class. I chose her because I felt as though she was a leader in the Muslim community

of Huntington because she is one of few.”Even attending the more diverse high school in our

county, I knew I was one of a kind,” Khader said. I also felt like she has probably faced many

adversities in being “different” from other kids she grew up around.

Malak Khader’s family is originally from Jordan, a small country located next to Israel.

Malak was originally born in Huntington, WV. She attended Meadows Elementary, Cammack

Middle School, and Huntington High School. She was president of Latin club, member of the

school paper, and an active member of the student council in high school. Until her younger

cousin moved to town in 2009, she was the only Muslim her classmates had probably ever seen.

She began wearing a hijab, the Muslim women’s hair covering, in 8
th
 grade.  “It was a personal

decision. My father told me I didn’t have to, but I chose to so I could show that I was devoted to

my beliefs,” Khader said. She says the only down side to wearing a hijab is that people may

judge her before getting to know her.

In some email correspondence with Malak, I told her I felt as though she was a role

model to other girls in the community because she always seems so confident in herself and

comfortable with who she is. She agreed in saying that it is her role in the community to educate

others about her religion. She went on to say something we have learned from the Janssen book;

be yourself and others will follow. “I feel like people ask me questions about my religion all the

time, but it doesn’t bother me. As long as I’m myself and honest with them, they won’t be

judgmental and hopefully they’ll learn from me.”

Malak is a sophomore at Marshall University. She is studying journalism and plans to

move to Jordan after graduating. “My parents try to go back to Jordan every other summer. It’s

where all my family is”. Malak wants to move there to work correspondence and gain experience

in her field.

To me, Malak was a perfect decision for this project because she exhibits qualities of aTo me, Malak was a perfect decision for this project because she exhibits qualities of a

leader. She never played sports, but has the confidence, charisma, and motivation to be a leader.

She wants people to learn and be accepting of her religion, and is willing to let her walls down

and open up to complete strangers in order to do so.



Nice job!






