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To: Steffie.Corcoran@TravelOK.com 

 

Subject:  OSU new performing arts center will benefit Oklahomans 

 

Ms. Corcoran, 

 

 A 9-year-old boy sits one-third of the way back in the crowded auditorium. His hands 

grip the armrests on either side of his seat as the curtain rises. The room swells with the sound of 

the overture. The young boy from Stillwater, Okla., has never seen a Broadway show before. 

Tonight, he is watching a production of “Cats” in a top performing arts center only 5 miles from 

his family’s home. 

 

 A story about the new performing arts center Oklahoma State University will be building 

would fit in well with the spirit of Oklahoma Today. Once completed, the center will provide a 

place to enjoy a level of performances from students, faculty and professionals not often 

accessible to Oklahomans. Your magazine consistently features stories that expose Oklahomans 

to culture and experiences within the state, as it did with the recent story about the Lodge at 

Sequoyah State Park. 

 

 I am offering this story exclusively to Oklahoma Today, so I will need to know by mid-

November if you are interested. As the project to build the center is still in the fundraising stage, 

Oklahoma Today would have ample time to put together a story. There would be numerous 

opportunities to take pictures and conduct interviews. I could let you know when these 

opportunities would be and help you get interviews with those involved with the project. I could 

also help you gather building designs and information about specific performances that the new 

center will have. Please feel free to contact me for anything you would need for a story. My 

direct phone is 405-744-7497.  

 

 I will call Nov. 1 to see how I could be of any assistance for a story about the new 

performing arts center. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sarah Andrews 

 
Sarah Andrews 

Director of Media Relations 

405-744-7497 

sarah.elizabeth.andrews@okstate.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Oklahoma State University  
Stillwater, Okla., 74078 

405-744-5000 

 

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

Oct. 11, 2012                    Sarah Andrews 

Direction of Marketing Relations 

405-744-7497 

sarah.elizabeth.andrews@okstate.edu 

 

OSU announcing new performing arts center’s first performance 

 

 STILLWATER, Okla. - Oklahoma State University President Burns Hargis will 

announce the new performing arts center’s first performance on Jan. 11, 2013 at 6 p.m. in the 

ConocoPhillips OSU Alumni Center. 

 The announcement event is open to students, faculty and community. A reception also 

open to the public will follow.  

 “There is no set boundary or limit on the type of performances,” Jason Caniglia, 

development director, said.  

 The new center, set to begin building south of University Avenue within two years, will 

be designed comparably to the top 10 performing arts centers in the U.S. The new center will be 

capable of hosting professional musical productions, international speakers, symphonies and 

other performances. 

 “We have the talent in our students and our faculty,” Caniglia said. “We need that talent 

housed in an equally measureable way.” 

 The new performing arts center is part of OSU’s $1 billion Branding Success campaign. 

The campaign is working toward the goal of making OSU the premier land-grant university in 

the U.S. Learn more at http://www.osugiving.com/. 

### 

http://www.osugiving.com/
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New OSU performing arts center in fundraising stage 

 

What:  Oklahoma State University plans to build a 140,000-square-foot performing arts  

  center. The new center will include a 1,250 seat concert hall, 250 seat recital hall,  

  75 seat recital salon, rehearsal spaces, practice rooms, full-service music library  

  and multi-purpose atrium. 

   

  The new center is projected to cost a minimum of $40 million to $60 million.  

  Funding for the project will come from donors to the new center. 

 

Who:  The project is part of the OSU Foundation’s $1 billion Branding Success   

  campaign. 

 

  The center will be used primarily by departments pertaining to the performing  

  arts. 

 

Where: The center will be built off campus, south of University Avenue. 

 

When:  Construction is projected to begin within two years. Official start date of   

  construction is dependent upon fundraising. 

 

Why:  “We have to focus on those things we do very well. Our talent is definitely  

  among the students and faculty, so we want to give them the performing arts  

  center that will allow these talents to be showcased nationally.” 

  - Jason Caniglia, development director, 

        OSU Foundation 

 

### 

 

 
 



The new performing arts center will enable more productions like 

“The Drowsy Chaperone” to be put on each year. 

Junior Chelsea Jenkins, pictured right, spent an hour every day 

for one month perfecting her character’s accent for OSU’s pro-

duction of “Lone Star and Laundry and Bourbon” in April 2012. 



Music education senior Tanner Mitchell, pictured center, plans to 

come back to OSU to watch orchestra  

performances at the new performing arts center. 

The Seretean Center for Performing Arts will be used primarily by 

the department of theater following the completion of OSU’s new  

performing arts center. 



Music performance sophomore John Miller, pictured right at the 

2011 winter concert, said that the new performing arts center 

“will inspire performing arts majors to work harder and dream 

bigger.” 



Join the OSU Foundation and  
President Burns Hargis for the  

announcement of the first performance to 
be held at the new performing arts center. 

The event is open to students, faculty and  
community, with a reception to follow.  

Jan. 11, 2013 
6 p.m. 
ConocoPhillips OSU Alumni Center  

 

For more information, visit http://www.osugiving.com/ 
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