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Oct. 11, 2012 
 
Ms. Steffie Corcoran 
Editor 
Oklahoma Today 
P.O. Box 1468 
Oklahoma City, OK 73101-1468 
 
Ms. Corcoran: 
 
Do you believe that today’s young performers are showing more promise and opportunity 
than ever before? Don’t you agree that they deserve the best? So does Oklahoma State 
University. 
 
I believe the story “OSU begins fundraising for new performing arts center” would be a 
perfect match for Oklahoma Today. OSU has begun fundraising for a new performing 
arts center. The center will begin being constructed around fall 2014 if 50 percent of 
funding has been donated by that time. The new building will offer new majors for 
students and create jobs. The building’s up-to-date technology and structure will provide 
students the ability to succeed and perform at a higher level. The new facility is also able 
to hold a larger audience. The 900-seat auditorium in the old performing arts building is 
going to be upgraded to a 1,250-seat concert hall. “Fundraising for performing arts center” 
would be great for your close-knit-community style magazine. 
 
We’re offering the “OSU begins fundraising for new performing arts center” story to 
Oklahoma Today in the next few days, so I need to know soon if you would like to cover 
it. We are able to set up interviews with President Burns Hargis, development director 
Jason Caniglia, or anyone else you may need to talk with. Please let me know if you have 
any questions or concerns. My direct phone number is 918-955-9700. 
 
I will call Oct. 11 to see if you might be interested in the “fundraising for performing arts 
center” story. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jacqueline M. Flynn 
Director of Media Relations 
Performing Arts Fundraising Event 
918-955-9770 
marie.flynn@okstate.edu 
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OSU begins fundraising for new performing arts center 
 

 Stillwater, Okla.—The Oklahoma State University and A&M Board of Regents 

has decided to build a performing arts center. Construction is expected to start in 2014. 

 “The better the facilities, the more excited people get about the structure, the 

program,” development director Jason Caniglia said. 

 The project is donor driven and before construction begins, 50 percent of 

fundraising is needed. Until funding has been provided, the project will be in the silent 

phase. Construction is expected to begin in 2014. 

 Beck Design, of Tulsa, Okla., and Oklahoma City, will plan the new performing 

arts center that will have 1,250 seats in the concert hall. New technology will be available 

to students. The center will also create majors such as music business. More than 200 

new jobs are anticipated. 

 The new performing arts center will better the showcase the student’s talents by 

providing them with advanced sound equipment, recording studios and auditoriums 

designed for their needs. 

### 
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OSU fundraises for new performing arts center 

 
What: Oklahoma State University has begun fundraising for a new performing 

arts center. 
 

The funding for the center will be in the silent stage until 50 percent of the 
cost has been donated. 

 
Who: OSU’s campaign, The Branding Success initiative, is funding the project 

for the new performing arts center.  
 

President Burns Hargis established the idea for a new performing arts 
center.  

 
Where: Oklahoma State University is in Stillwater, Okla. 
 
When: Construction will begin around fall 2014 depending when 50 percent of 

funding is donated. 
 
Why: “I believe the new performing arts center is important for today’s 

generation. The arts are advancing and OSU needs to advance with them. 
The center will help students to learn more effectively and better showcase 
their talent.” 

 
-Burns Hargis, President, 

    Oklahoma State University  
 

How: Jason Caniglia, Associate Vice President for Development, has been 
talking with donors and stakeholders about funding the campaign for the 
new performing arts center. 

 



### 

	  
Image Gallery 
	  

	  
OSU’s	  Seretean	  Center	  currently	  houses	  the	  performing	  arts.	  The	  Seretean	  Center	  is	  
more	  than	  40	  years	  old.	  
	  

	  
In	  2010,	  Ray	  Charles	  performed	  in	  OSU’s	  auditorium.	  Stevie	  Wonder	  will	  perform	  in	  
2012.	  



	  
OSU’s	  Cat’s	  Meow	  Choir	  sing	  in	  2008	  national	  competition.	  In	  2011,	  Cat’s	  Meow	  had	  
more	  than	  20	  live	  performances.	  
	  
	  

	  
The	  Musical	  “Hair”	  is	  performed	  by	  the	  theater	  department	  in	  2009.	  
	  



	  
The	  Seretean	  auditorium	  reaches	  capacity	  for	  OSU’s	  Orchestra	  in	  2011,	  earning	  the	  
title	  “Biggest	  Event	  of	  the	  Year”	  by	  Rolling	  Stone	  Magazine.	  
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Performing arts center 

Oklahoma State University is building a new performing arts center in fall 2013. 

The new center will create new majors and better performances for students. 

Currently, the Seretean Center houses OSU’s performing arts, music and theater. 

The Seretean Center was built in 1970 and is named after 1947 alumni, M.B. Seretean. 

The 75,000-square-foot Seretean Center has a 900-seat auditorium, 600-seat 

theater, classrooms, a choral room, a theater scene shop, computer labs, a band and 

orchestra rehearsal hall and an audio center. 

The OSU Department of Music holds about 160 events a year while the theater 

department performs about eight times a year. 

The Seretean Center has housed the performing arts for more than 40 years. 
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Creative Component 
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