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To: Steffie.Corcoran@TravelOK.com
Subject: OSU plans for new performing arts center

Ms. Corcoran: Funds to be raised for new performing arts center.

“A finely tuned instrument on it’s own.” This is how Jason Caniglia, development director, describes OSU’s future performing arts center. With positive feedback from the OSU and Stillwater community, the planning process for the new building is well under way. 


I think that the story about the new performing arts center would be ideal Oklahoma Today. This building plans to bring many new positive aspects not only to Stillwater, but to the whole state of Oklahoma by putting OSU on the forefront nationally. This means providing a building grand enough to bring shows to Oklahoma that would not have considered our state before.


The planning process is currently in the fundraising phase by seeking donations from alumni and community members. Your magazine focuses on the love of home and making it better. This leads me to believe that you and your magazine could bring out the best points in our story through the planning and building process in the months to come.


We are offering the new performing arts center story exclusively to Oklahoma Today, so I would need to know fairly soon if you are interested. I can assure you that OSU and those involved in the process would cooperate fully with any writers or photographers that you would assign. We could also help you arrange interviews with any of the process directors and potential donors. Please just let me know how we can help. My direct phone number is (580) 791-2446.

I will call Oct. 13 to see if I might be of any help on a possible story on the new performing arts center. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Taylor Coney

Taylor Coney

Public Relations Director

Oklahoma State University

(580) 791-2446

tconey@okstate.edu
###
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Funds to be raised for new performing arts center


STILLWATER, OKLA. - Oklahoma State University’s music and theater departments can soon expect a new home. The planning process for OSU’s new, highly functional, about140,000-square-feet, performing arts center is well under way, and currently in the fundraising stage. 


“This building will be a finely tuned instrument on its own,” development director, Jason Caniglia said. Plans for the building include concert halls, recital halls, recital salons, practice spaces and a music library. The new performing arts center will also be part of the Branding Success Campaign by raising $500 million in scholarship support.


The OSU/A&M Board of Regents plans to put OSU on the forefront nationally with the new building. This new facility will meet the needs of all 400 students in the theater and music departments, as well as bring in new students.


“I am delighted at the prospect of a new performing arts center,” said Regents Professor Peter M.A. Sherwood, dean of the OSU College of Arts and Sciences. “Our music and theater departments have many achievements and have presented outstanding performances in facilities that have been especially 
- More -
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challenging. This is an excellent time to provide a world-class facility for two departments that have so much to contribute to OSU, the Stillwater community and the state.”


For more information on the planning process of the new performing arts center, please call Taylor Coney at (580) 791-2446.
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Who:

OSU/A&M Board of Regents is currently in the planning and fundraising 




process for the new performing arts center. 



The idea for the new building is from, President Burns Hargis, who is 




overseeing the process university-wide.

What:

Plans are for a new performing arts center for the theater and music 




departments of OSU that will give its students new means for 





professionalism. The new building will compare to other universities by 




incorporating halls designed and made by sound expert, Eric Mclintire.



The new building will allow OSU and its students to perform more 




professional shows to more people.



There will be a green aspect to the structure. But this depends primarily on 



donors. Another thing dependent upon donations is the possibility of a 




practice field on the roof of the structure for the OSU marching band.

Where:
Stillwater, Okla. The building is set to be off campus, south of the 





ConocoPhillips OSU Alumni Center.

When:

OSU is planning to break ground with construction within the next two 




years. Directors plan to make the construction process as short and 
convenient 

as possible. Because the building will be off campus, construction will not disrupt OSU 
students.

- More -
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There has already been an eight-month designing process including 




stakeholders, students, and many architecture alumni.

Why:
The theater and music departments of OSU are seeking a highly functional building to progress and have growing opportunities in. The new performing arts center will give the students new means for professionalism.

The building will put OSU on the forefront nationally, not only by having halls designed by sound experts, but also by now having the capability to bring professional shows to the OSU and Stillwater community, as well as the state as a whole.

“I am delighted at the prospect of a new performing arts center. Our music and theater departments have many achievements and have presented outstanding performances in facilities that have been especially challenging. This is an excellent time to provide a world-class facility for two departments that have so much to contribute to OSU, the Stillwater community and the state.”





-Regents Professor Peter M.A. Sherwood, dean of the 






OSU College of Arts and Sciences. 
How: 

Funds for the new performing arts center are donor driven. OSU is 





currently marketing to potential donors in a face to face manner. 

The modular design is expected to cost approximately $40 to 60 million. There is a possibility of an opera hall, which would bring the total cost closer to $80 million.

###
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Oklahoma State University


Photographs from music and theater departments in Seretean Center





The current concert hall at the M.B. Seretean Center for the Performing arts seats 800 audience members for plays, musicals, recitals and senior shows.





Vocal performance senior, Rebecca Henry strikes a pose before the curtains open for her senior vocal recital.





Theater performance major, Wesley James takes the spotlight in the 2011 production of “Hair.”





OSU student’s 2010 production of “Midsummers Night Dream” differs from many performances that they had put on in the past.





OSU’s student orchestra puts on the annual Christmas concert, bringing in many students and community members.





Theater performance majors wait for their turn to enter the stage and do what they do best with passion.











Please Join us at 





Oklahoma State University























It’s on the house!





Please join OSU’s theatre and music departments in their upcoming productions.





We would be more than happy to set up any interviews that you would like.





For additional information on upcoming productions, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://theatre.okstate.edu" ��http://theatre.okstate.edu�/





November 13-16 at 7:30 PM & November 18 at 2:30 PM


At the Seretean Center for the Performing Arts








Directed By





B. Peter Westerhoff











What's more important? Sticking up for the truth? Or saving your neck to make further contributions to knowledge? Considered by many to be one of Brecht's masterpieces, Galileo explores the question of a scientist's social and ethical responsibility, as the brilliant scientist Galileo must choose between his life and his life's work when confronted with the Inquisition. This version of the play is the famous one that was brought to completion by Brecht himself, working with Charles Laughton, who played Galileo in the first two American productions. Since then, the play has become a classic in the world repertoire.








February 13-16 at 7:30 PM & February 17 at 2:30 PM


At the Seretean Center for the Performing Arts








Directed By


				   	Jodi Jinks











Oklahoma Voices is an original performance based upon true stories of hardship, courage, and hope.  Drawing from Oklahoma oral histories from Territorial times, the Dust Bowl era, World War II and beyond, this piece commemorates the rich history of our state as seen through the eyes of the women and men who helped to build it.  


Oral history has been called the most democratic type of history because it documents what is often excluded from textbooks and other written histories.  In this spirit, our production celebrates Oklahomans whose stories are under-represented on our stages and in the pages of history.


This production is funded by a grant by Bob Lemon (OSU alumnus ’51)








April 17-20 at 7:30 PM & November 21 at 2:30 PM


At the Seretean Center for the Performing Arts








Directed By





B. Peter Westerhoff























Put on your leg warmers and roller skates and roller disco with us through this hilarious romp of a 1980’s spoof! When a Greek muse, Kira, comes to earth, she inspires a struggling artist, Sonny, to create the greatest artistic achievement of all time: A roller disco. But what happens when she falls in love with him? Her jealous sister finds out, and wants to make sure Kira is punished for her disobedience. Can true love triumph? And can people really disco in roller skates?


This production is being funded by the OSU Office of the Provost.


This family-friendly, roller skating, musical adventure about following your dreams despite the limitations others set for you, rolls along to the original hit score composed by pop-rock legends Jeff Lynne and John Farrar, and includes, “Magic”, “All Over The World”, “Suddenly”, “I’m Alive”, "Evil Woman", "Have You Never Been Mellow" and “Xanadu”, to name a few, and is based on the Universal Pictures' cult classic movie of the same title, which starred Olivia Newton-John and Gene Kelly.











