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To:	  steffie.corcoran@TravelOK.com	  
	  
Subject:	  	  OSU	  launches	  campaign	  for	  new	  performing	  arts	  center	  	  
	  
Ms.	  Corcoran:	  
	  
OSU	  plans	  to	  construct	  a	  140,000	  square	  foot	  performing	  arts	  center	  within	  the	  next	  
two	  years.	  The	  building	  is	  projected	  to	  house	  several	  concert	  halls,	  recording	  
studies,	  and	  a	  music	  library.	  The	  project	  is	  projected	  to	  cost	  between	  $40	  and	  $90	  
million	  depending	  on	  the	  potential	  additions	  to	  the	  structure.	  At	  least	  50	  percent	  of	  
the	  final	  cost	  must	  be	  raised	  before	  the	  project	  can	  commence.	  Funding	  will	  
primarily	  come	  from	  private	  donors	  and	  OSU’s	  effective	  “Branding	  Success”	  
campaign.	  It	  will	  be	  located	  directly	  off	  campus	  to	  the	  south	  of	  the	  alumni	  center.	  
The	  building	  will	  house	  the	  OSU	  music	  department	  and	  the	  Seretean	  Center	  will	  
continue	  to	  support	  the	  theater	  program.	  
	  
I	  believe	  the	  story	  of	  OSU’s	  new	  performing	  arts	  center	  would	  be	  ideal	  for	  	  
Oklahoma	  Today.	  This	  performing	  arts	  center	  will	  benefit	  the	  community	  because	  it	  
provides	  a	  venue	  for	  musical	  shows	  that	  wouldn’t	  normally	  come	  through	  
Oklahoma.	  You	  stated	  that	  the	  mission	  of	  Oklahoma	  Today	  was	  to	  provide	  relevant	  
and	  informative	  news	  to	  Oklahomans	  and	  this	  story	  will	  support	  that	  mission.	  This	  
center	  will	  become	  an	  important	  subject	  and	  I	  think	  your	  staff	  would	  present	  the	  
information	  in	  an	  enlightening	  and	  entertaining	  manner.	  
	  
I’m	  offering	  the	  new	  performing	  arts	  center	  story	  exclusively	  to	  Oklahoma	  Today,	  so	  
I	  will	  need	  to	  know	  promptly	  if	  you’re	  interested.	  I	  can	  give	  you	  a	  timeline	  of	  the	  
production	  process	  and	  help	  arrange	  interviews	  with	  the	  construction	  team	  or	  
current	  students	  involved	  in	  the	  arts.	  The	  project	  coordinators	  would	  also	  be	  happy	  
to	  assist	  in	  any	  way	  they	  can.	  Please	  just	  let	  me	  know	  how	  I	  may	  help.	  My	  direct	  
phone	  number	  is	  (913)	  940-‐8310.	  
	  
I	  will	  call	  Oct.	  18	  to	  see	  if	  I	  can	  provide	  further	  assistance	  on	  a	  possible	  story	  about	  
OSU’s	  new	  performing	  arts	  center.	  Thank	  you	  for	  your	  time	  and	  consideration.	  
	  
Alex	  Geis	  
Strategic	  Communications	  Undergraduate	  
Oklahoma	  State	  University	  
(913)	  940-‐8310	  
alex.geis@okstate.edu	  
	  
	  
@steffiecorcoran	  Performing	  arts	  center	  to	  be	  constructed	  south	  of	  OSU	  campus.	  	  
140,000	  sq.	  ft.	  center	  will	  house	  new	  concert	  halls	  for	  music	  students.	  #OSU	  	  
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OSU to build new performing arts center 

      Stillwater, Okla.— OSU has launched a campaign to fund a 140,000-square-foot 

performing arts center south of campus. The center will provide new resources for the 

OSU Music Department and stages for community use. The project will cost at least $40 

million but additional components may cause the price to increase. Funding will be 

provided through private donations and support from OSU’s “Branding Succes” 

campaign. 

 “I am delighted at the prospect of a new performing arts center,” said Peter M.A. 

Sherwood, dean of the OSU College of Arts and Sciences. “This is an excellent time to 

provide a world-class facility for two departments that have so much to contribute to 

OSU, the Stillwater community and the state.” 

 The OSU Board of Regents selected Beck Design, an architectural firm from 

Tulsa, to provide a conceptual plan for the center. Sound engineers from across the world 

will be enlisted to design the concert halls and recording rooms. The center is projected to 

have several concert stages, a music library and a rooftop practice area for marching 

band. The building architecture will be unique but incorporate the traditional Georgian  
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style of the OSU campus. 

 The music and theater departments are both housed in the Seretean Center for the 

Performing Arts that was constructed in the 1970s. OSU President Burns Hargis says the 

building is inadequate for the needs of the departments and wants to remedy the problem. 

Hargis plans to meet with donors and alumni to participate in the construction 

process. The development is in the early stages so donor names will not be disclosed until 

the later “public” phase. The directors plan to take eight months to develop a concrete 

design of the center and finalize the production cost. To learn more visit 

https://news.okstate.edu/index.php/press-releases/381-osuaam-regents-select-architects-

for-future-performing-arts-center-and-business-building.  
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Performing arts center to be built at OSU 

What: OSU plans to construct a new performing arts center to support the music 

department. 

Who: Burns Hargis, President of OSU, and the OSU Board of Regents decided 

to start funding for the effort. The funding will come primarily from 

private donors. 

Where: The projected location will be south of the ConocoPhillips Alumni Center 

on campus at the corner of University and Hester. 

When:	   OSU	  has	  started	  the	  fundraising	  campaign	  and	  will	  accept	  private	  

donations	  for	  the	  next	  two	  years.	  Construction	  is	  projected	  to	  start	  in	  

the	  next	  couple	  years	  but	  there	  is	  no	  current	  end	  date.	  The	  Board	  of	  

Regents	  and	  architecture	  companies	  will	  be	  designing	  the	  center	  for	  

the	  next	  eight	  months.	  

Why: The new performing arts center will modernize the theater and music 

departments and provide resources to support new majors and larger 

concerts. The center will attract new types of productions and support 

shows that would usually come to Oklahoma.	  
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Beck Design 

 Beck Design is an architectural firm with offices in Oklahoma City and Tulsa. 

They specialize in designing performance spaces and buildings relating to fine arts, music 

schools, and higher education. The firm has been in business for 32 years and has 

completed many projects across the state of Oklahoma. Their designs have been adopted 

for libraries, casinos, cultural buildings, rehab centers and building interiors. 

 The design firm has been given several awards including outstanding building 

awards, certificates of excellence and awards across several different design 

competitions. The services listed on the firm’s website involve master planning, graphic 

design, building programming, fund-raising assistance and lighting design. Their website 

states that the firm has a “reputation for creating extraordinary design solutions that 

reflect each client’s unique character.” 

 On July 23, 2010, the OSU/A&M Board of Regents selected Beck Design to plan 

the new performing arts center at OSU. The firm will assist the university with a 

conceptual design for the building and provide new facilities for the music and theater 

departments. 

### 





Oklahoma State University’s orchestra performs frequently during the school year at the Seretean Center for the 
Performing Arts. OSU’s new performing arts center will provide larger concert halls and individual practice rooms for 
music students.



the 1970s but no major renovations have taken place since the building was constructed.
The Seretean Center for the Performing Arts at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, Okla. The Seretean Center was built in



parking will be built on campus.



multi-purpose atrium for music students.
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