Composition I

ENG-105 Section CRFJ1
Kirkwood Community College

English Department

Instructor: Heather Spangler

Location: 117G Linn Hall 
Time: 3:35 to 5 p.m. MW
Office Hours: By appointment before or after class. I’m also available by email or phone between 3 and 4 p.m. Tuesdays, or by appointment.  
Contact:

heather-spangler@uiowa.edu 
319-335-5232

Email is the best way to reach me.
Catalog Description: Composition I helps students develop skill in expository writing with emphasis on organization, supporting details, style, vocabulary, and library research skills.  


Prerequisite:  Qualifying placement score or Elements of Writing - ENG 101 (3 Semester Hours).

Course Overview: This course will prepare you for future college writing assignments. Course requirements include writing 5 essays, participating in peer editing, completing homework assignments, and compiling an end-of-course portfolio. 
Objectives

Students will:

1.  Improve critical reading, writing, and thinking skills.
2.  Gain understanding of the process of writing, including invention, thesis, rough drafts, final drafts, global revision, editing, and the importance of the writing community at various stages during the evolution of a composition.
3.  Heighten awareness of audience and purpose through various types of writing assignments.
4.  Increase ability to generate and develop effective supporting evidence.
5.  Develop organizational skills in essay writing.
6.  Recognize and apply language and style options such as vocabulary, word choice, figurative meaning, conciseness, emphasis, and voice.
7.  Improve command of standard English, including punctuation and grammar.
8. Build confidence in writing ability.

The instructor will: 

1.  Be available to students who wish to discuss assignments, class work, or other concerns about the course. 

2.   Return assignments in a timely fashion with a clear explanation of grading. 

3.  Strive to make class meetings a valuable use of students’ time. 
4.  Support a lively, open learning environment where all class members feel inspired and welcome to share their ideas and opinions.
Texts and Materials

Required:

· A Pocket Style Manual, 4th edition, by Diana Hacker.
· A 2-pocket folder for collecting essay drafts for end-of-course portfolio.  

Major Assignments
This course will center around five essay assignments. Each of the first four essays will be short (5 pages or less), but polished. Essay 5 will be longer (5 to 10 pages) to show mastery of course concepts. 

Essay 1: Personal Essay  

Essay 2: Business Letter

Essay 3: Literary Analysis

Essay 4: Annotated Bibliography 

Essay 5: Researched Biography 

In addition to essays, students will complete in-class and homework assignments. At least 10 of these short assignments will be given throughout the semester. Nine will count toward your grade, leaving room for a bit of extra credit if you complete more than nine (or a small cushion should you miss an assignment). Online grammar exercises can count for 5 homework credits, with two exercises equaling one homework credit. 

You also will complete a written reflection of your successes in Composition I for your portfolio.
Further explanation of course assignments will be given in a timely manner throughout the semester. 

Evaluation Guidelines
Although essays make up the majority of your grade, active participation and thoughtful peer editing are essential to your mastery of course concepts and academic success. 

· Essays
   





65%

· Essay 1 is worth 100 points.
· Essay 2 is worth 75 points.

· Essay 3 is worth 150 points

· Essay 4 is worth 125 points.

· Essay 5 is worth 200 points.
· Peer Editing





11%

· Up to 22 points per essay.

· Portfolio and reflection 




10%

· Homework



 


  9%

· Attendance/Participation




   5%

· One point per class meeting, plus 3 for each conference. (See course schedule and stay tuned for further explanation of conferences.)
Grading Scale: 
98-100% A+   88-89% B+   78-79% C+    68-69% D+

94-97%   A     84-87% B     74-77% C      63-67% D  

90-93%   A-    80-83% B-    70-73% C-    60-62% D-

Support Services

Basic grammar and mechanics are prerequisite skills. If you have weaknesses in those areas, support is available in the form of Personal Achievement Writing, which students may take as a companion course during Comp I. You can register before the term or any time during the term, as long as openings exist.

The Writing Center (115 Linn Hall) is available at no cost for help with correctness or with questions of content or style.  You may sign up for appointments in 115 Linn Hall during Center hours. Using the Writing Center will make a difference and is highly recommended. 
Student Computer Labs located in 119 Linn Hall and 131 Nielsen Hall are available for word processing.

Attendance
I aim to make each class meeting essential and meaningful, so please plan to attend every session or risk missing out on something important! 
You are allowed three absences before your grade lowers 1/2 a letter for each additional unexcused absence.  After three absences, a medical excuse or plausible proof of extenuating circumstances is required in order for the absence to be considered excused.  

In any case, students who must miss class are held accountable for all material presented and assignments given during their absence. It is your responsibility to communicate with me to see what you need to know for the next session and to turn in any work that was due during the missed class period prior to the next meeting. If this is not accomplished, the work will be considered late. 
If a peer editing session is missed, you may receive ½ credit, or up to 11 points, for peer editing by taking your draft to the Writing Center before it is due or by exchanging essays with two classmates outside of class time. Missing peer editing is not a good idea. You miss out on valuable feedback and rob your classmates of that feedback opportunity as well. 
Late Work

Papers are due at the start of class on the date announced.  Late papers are penalized 10% per day, and no paper is accepted one week past the due date.  In-class activities may not be made up.

Plagiarism
According to Webster, to plagiarize is “to steal or pass off the ideas or words of another as one’s own…to use created productions without crediting the source…to commit literary theft…to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.”  

Kirkwood Students are responsible for authenticating any assignment submitted to an instructor. If asked, you must be able to produce proof that the assignment you submit is actually your own work.  Therefore, we recommend that you engage in a verifiable working process on assignments.  Keep copies of all drafts of your work, make photocopies of research materials, write summaries of research materials, keep Writing Center receipts, logs or journals of your work on assignments and papers, learn to save drafts or versions of assignments under individual file names.
The inability to authenticate your work, should an instructor request it, is a sufficient ground for failing the assignment. In addition to requiring a student to authenticate his/her work, Kirkwood Community College instructors may employ various other means of ascertaining authenticity such as engaging in Internet searches, creating quizzes based on student work, requiring students to explain their work and/or process orally. 
Tentative schedule: 

Day 1/ Wed., Aug. 20:


1. Introductions.
2. Go over syllabus.
3. Grammar discussion, grammar exercise homework option explained. 

4. In-class writing.

Day 2/ Mon., Aug. 25: 

1. Creative writing terms and ideas discussion. 
2. Assignment: Read two distributed essays and be prepared to discuss.
3. Essay 1 assignment distributed.
4. Field trip! We’ll spend the last portion of class visiting the Writing Center. 

*This is the last day to add a class without a signature.

Day 3/ Wed., Aug. 27: 


1. Discuss readings, turn in written responses.
2. Discuss Essay 1 assignment.  
3. Discuss plagiarism—in class exercise. 
*Mon., Sept. 1: College Holiday. Enjoy your long weekend! 

Day 4/ Wed., Sept. 3:

1. Peer editing discussion. 

2. Peer editing. Bring, Pocket Guide and two copies of your essay 1 draft to be exchanged with your classmates. Peer editors will write their names at the top of the essays they work on. 
Day 5/ Mon., Sept. 8: 

1. Peer editing follow-up discussion.
2. Essay 1 due. 
3. In-class writing.

4. Early course evaluation.
Day 6/ Wed., Sept. 10:
1. Business letter and resume discussion. 
2. Essay 2 assigned. 

Day 7/ Mon., Sept. 15: 

1. Peer edit Essay 2.

2. Writing exercise. 
Day 8/ Wed., Sept. 17: 


1. Essay 2 due. 
2. Essay 3 discussion.
3. Critical reading discussion.
Day 9/ Mon., Sept. 22: 

1. In-class reading.
Day 10/ Wed., Sept. 24: 

1. Movie.
Day 11/ Mon., Sept. 29: 

1. Literary analysis example discussion.
Day 12/ Wed., Oct. 1: 

1. Conferences.
Day 13/ Mon., Oct. 6: 

1. Essay 3 peer editing. 
Day 14/ Wed., Oct. 8: 

1. Essay 3 due. 
2. Essay 4 assigned.

3. Bibliography, research discussion.

4. Homework: MLA worksheet.

Day 15/ Mon., Oct. 13: 

1. Field trip! Meet in class and then walk to Library together. 3:45
Day 16/ Wed., Oct. 15: 

1. Library research day. Meet in class. 
2. Conferences in library. Bring research questions, bibliography draft. 

Day 17/ Mon., Oct. 20: 

1. Conferences continue in classroom. Bring research questions, bibliography draft. 
2. Essay 4 peer editing. 

Day 18/ Wed., Oct. 22: 

1. Essay 4 due.

2. Essay 5 assigned. 
Day 19/ Mon., Oct. 27: 

1. Video.
Day 20/ Wed., Oct. 29:  

1. Finish/discuss video.
2. In-class writing activity.

3. Homework: read distributed essays and be prepared to discuss. 
Day 21/ Mon., Nov. 3: 

1. Discuss biography essay examples. 
2. In-class writing. 
Day 22/ Wed., Nov. 5: 

1. In-class writing. 
2. Conferences.

Day 23/ Mon., Nov. 10: 

1. Peer editing. 
2. Conferences. 

*Nov. 11 is the last day to drop a class. 
Day 24/ Wed., Nov. 12: 

1. Computer lab day. Bring what you need to continue drafting Essay 5. 
Day 25/ Mon., Nov. 17: 

1.   Peer editing.  

Day 26/ Wed., Nov. 19: 


1. Essay 5 due. 

2. Portfolio Assigned. 
Day 27/ Mon., Nov. 24: 


1. Portfolio work/question day. 
*Wed. Nov. 26 is a student recess day. Happy Thanksgiving!
Day 28/ Mon., Dec. 1: 

1. Jeopardy!
Day 29/ Wed., Dec. 3: 

1. Portfolio due. 
*Dec. 5 is the last day to drop all classes. 
Day 30/ FINAL EXAM DAY/ Wed., Dec. 10, 3:30 to 5 p.m.
1. Portfolios returned. 
2. We will not take a final exam. Unless you’re naughty. 
Disclaimer: 

It’s important to be flexible! There’s a good chance we may stray from this schedule due to unforeseen circumstances or opportunities. 
