Composition II

ENG-106-ATW55
Kirkwood Community College

Distance Learning
Instructor: Heather Spangler

Office Hours: By appointment. 
Contact:

heather.spangler@kirkwood.edu
Email is the best way to reach me. 
Catalog Description: Composition II teaches precise and responsible use of research tools. It requires critical analysis of reading materials, audience and self when communicating content material. Composition II develops students' ability to use effective and ethical arguments. 


Prerequisite: Successful completion of ENG-105 or ENG-120. 
Course Overview: This course will feature an opinion piece, an annotated bibliography and an extensive research paper. Although this is an online course, the best writing takes place within a writing community. For this reason, although it is possible for you to work ahead, you will need to meet specific deadlines throughout the semester and be an active participant in discussions and peer editing. 
It is important to note that although the logistics of attending this course may be easier than an on-campus course, the content is not. Successful participation in this course will require several hours of work each week. 

This course is organized by week under the Lessons tab. Each week has a folder with assignments, discussion forums, drop boxes, etc. It’s important to keep track of the schedule with the syllabus as well as the course calendar and weekly folders. Remember that during any week that appears light in the weekly folder you should probably be working on a major assignment draft. If you have any questions about how the course works, please post them to the FAQ Discussion Forum within the Course Basics Lesson. 
Since discussion forums require you to post one original thread and respond to at least two of your classmates, please post your original thread by the Wednesday of the week it’s due. Waiting until the last minute will make it difficult for us to forge a meaningful dialogue. 
Although your rough drafts are officially due by 10 p.m. on the Friday of the week they are due, it is a good idea to post them as soon as possible. This will increase your chances of receiving thorough, thoughtful peer editing. 
Texts and Materials

Required:

· A Pocket Style Manual, by Diana Hacker.
· They Say I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing, by Cathy Birkenstein, Russel Durst and Gerald Graff.

Evaluation Guidelines
Although written work makes up the majority of your grade, active, thoughtful participation in course discussions and peer editing are essential to your mastery of course concepts and academic success. 

	Assignment 
	Points
	#/semester
	Description

	Discussion posts
	10 per forum
	10
	Each time you are asked to participate in a discussion board, you should start at least one new  

thread and reply to at least two other threads.

	Quizzes
	10 each
	4
	Quizzes include the online grammar exercises and should be completed before you turn in 
your written work for each unit. 

	Peer editing
	20 per assignment
	3
	You must serve as a thoughtful, thorough peer editor for at least 3 of your classmates. You must
 have received feedback from at least 3 classmates before turning in a draft to me. 

	Opinion piece
	150
	1
	See the grading sheet for more details.

	Annotated bibliography
	200
	1
	See the grading sheet for more details.

	Research paper
	300
	1
	See the grading sheet for more details.

	Total Points: 
	850
	
	 


Grading Scale: 
A: 93-100%
B: 83-87
C: 73-77
D: 63-67

A-: 90-92
B-:80-82
C-: 70-72
D-: 60-62

B+: 88-89
C+: 78-79
D+: 68-69
F: 59 and below
Support Services

Basic grammar and mechanics are prerequisite skills. If you have weaknesses in those areas, support is available. 

The Writing Center (115 Linn Hall on the Cedar Rapids main campus or Room 134 on the Iowa City campus) is available at no cost for help with correctness or with questions of content or style.  You may sign up for appointments by leaving a message at 319-398-5411 ext. 5055 in Cedar Rapids or (319) 887-3658 in Iowa City. You can also take advantage of online writing help by visiting http://faculty.kirkwood.edu/rschlue/kcccow/cow.htm and submitting an essay draft according to instructions on that site. Using the Writing Center will make a difference. 
Support with ANGEL and other technology-related issues is available through eLearning Support. 
Hours of operation: M-Th 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. F 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Phone: 319-398-7621 or 800-505-5221

Email: elearning@kirkwood.edu 

Help is also a click away in ANGEL. Click the question mark on your Powerstrip. 

NOTE: ANGEL requires at least Internet Explorer 7 or Firefox 2. 

Late Work

Each week’s assignments are due by 10 p.m. Friday as listed in the syllabus schedule.  Late work is accepted only in extreme circumstances including major illness or family emergency. If you must turn in a late assignment, it is your responsibility to communicate that to me as soon as possible. Technological malfunctions are not an acceptable excuse. Late papers are penalized 10% per day, and no paper is accepted one week past the due date. 
You cannot receive credit for participating in the discussion forums past their due dates. The purpose of the forums is to engage in an active dialogue. If you post after your classmates have moved on from the forum, you will only be talking to yourself! 

Plagiarism
According to Webster, to plagiarize is “to steal or pass off the ideas or words of another as one’s own…to use created productions without crediting the source…to commit literary theft…to present as new and original an idea or product derived from an existing source.”  

Kirkwood Students are responsible for authenticating any assignment submitted to an instructor. If asked, you must be able to produce proof that the assignment you submit is actually your own work.  Therefore, we recommend that you engage in a verifiable working process on assignments.  Keep copies of all drafts of your work, make photocopies of research materials, write summaries of research materials, keep Writing Center receipts, logs or journals of your work on assignments and papers, learn to save drafts or versions of assignments under individual file names.
The inability to authenticate your work, should an instructor request it, is a sufficient ground for failing the assignment. In addition to requiring a student to authenticate his/her work, Kirkwood Community College instructors may employ various other means of ascertaining authenticity such as engaging in Internet searches, creating quizzes based on student work, requiring students to explain their work and/or process orally. 
Schedule: 

*NOTE: Each week’s assignments must be completed no later than 10 p.m. each Friday. 
Week 1: May 26-29
· Participate in Introductory discussion: post one new thread describing yourself in at least 200 words. In addition to starting your new thread, respond to at least two of your classmates’ threads to receive full discussion credit. 
· Reading assignment: Read the Introduction (p. 1-14) and Ch. 11 (p. 135-137) and respond on the Reading Discussion board. 

· Complete at least 5 online grammar exercises on the companion site for your  Pocket Style Manual (http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/pocket5e/player/pages/Login.aspx?sViewAs=S&userid=) You will need to register with the course. You may select any grammar exercises from the many options—chose exercises that you know will help you. Retake any quiz on which you score less than 80 percent. Once you’ve completed the online exercises, click on the “My Scorecard” link on the left-hand side of the page. Copy and paste your scorecard into a document and submit it to me. 
· Recommended: Complete the “Tutorials and Tips” lesson in Student Orientation on ANGEL to familiarize yourself with the system. 

Week 2: June 1-5 
· Read Ch. 1-5 in They Say/ I Say (p. 17-73) and complete the quiz associated with this section.
· View the Opinion Piece assignment sheet and examples. 
· Post to the discussion board: What topic do you intend to tackle in your Opinion Piece and why? In addition to starting your new thread, respond to at least two of your classmates’ threads to receive full discussion credit. 
· Begin working on your Opinion Piece rough draft. 
· Read Ch. 6 & 7 (p. 74-97) in They Say/ I Say
· Participate in the Reading Response Forum.
· View the PowerPoint presentation on Audience. 

· Respond to this week’s discussion topic with at least one new thread and two responses to existing threads. 
Week 3: June 8-12
· Post a draft of your Opinion Piece for peer editing.

· Read Ch. 8 (p. 101-114) in They Say/ I Say
· NOTE: I will be out of town and hard to reach this week. If you have any questions, please still feel free to send me an email and I will respond as soon as I can. 
Week 4: June 15-19
· View the PowerPoint presentation on Peer Editing.
· Participate in the discussion board regarding Peer Editing. 
· Edit at least three of your classmates’ drafts, adhering to the presentation’s instructions and tips and utilizing your Pocket Style Manual. Post your comments as attachments in the drop box with each student’s name in the Title line.

· You can receive up to 3 points extra credit for each peer editing response you submit above the required three. Points will be awarded based on thoroughness. 
· After receiving peer editing feedback from your classmates, begin revisions. 
Week 5: June 22-26
· After completing your revisions based on your peer editing comments, submit a polished draft of your Opinion Piece to me.
· View the Annotated Bibliography assignment sheet and follow the link to the online examples on your Pocket Style Manual companion site. An additional example can be found in the Week 6 folder.
· Complete exercise E-ex 32-4 MLA Documentation: Works Cited at dianahacker.com/pocket. 
· Begin research for your Annotated Bibliography.
· Read pages 92-102 in your Pocket Style Manual.
· Participate in the reading response discussion forum. 
· Optional: Post questions to the Annotated Bibliography FAQ forum.
Week 6: June 29-July 3 
· Reach Ch. 12 in They Say/I Say.
· Continue research for your Annotated Bibliography.
· Have a fun holiday!
Week 7: July 6-10
· Post your Annotated Bibliography for peer editing by 10 p.m. Friday. 
Week 8: July 13-17
· Edit at least three of your classmates’ drafts, adhering to course instructions and tips. Post your comments in the drop box with each student’s name in the Title line.
· Be sure that at least three of your classmates have edited your draft and then begin revisions.

Week 9: July 20-24
· After completing your revisions based on your peer editing comments, submit a polished draft of your Annotated Bibliography to me. 
· Read over the Research Paper assignment sheet and begin plotting your paper.
· Read Ch. 9 & 10 (p. 115-132) in They Say/ I Say. 
· Participate in the Reading Response forum.
· Begin drafting your Research Paper.

Week 10: July 27-31
· Read pages 119-127 in your Pocket Style Manual
· Complete Exercise E-ex 32-1 MLA Documentation: In-Text Citations and submit it in the Drop Box.
· Continue drafting your Research Paper.

· Post your Research Paper for peer editing by 10 p.m. Friday.
Week 11: August 3-7
· Edit at least three of your classmates’ drafts. 

· Be sure that at least three of your classmates have edited your draft and then begin revisions. 
· NOTE: I will be out of town and hard to reach this weekend. If you have any questions, please still feel free to send me an email and I will respond as soon as I can. 
Week 12: August 10-13
· After completing your revisions based on your peer editing comments, submit a polished draft of your Research Paper to me.

· Respond to this week’s discussion topic: Final Thoughts. 
It’s important to be flexible! There is a chance we will stray from this schedule or that additional, supplementary materials will be added to folders throughout the semester. I will keep you informed as needed. 
