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“Nobody Lives Only in Cyberspace”


The article Nobody Lives Only in Cyberspace is an interesting look at the separation that we generally put between our online and offline lives.  The article looks into the different ways that males and females use the internet to communicate.  McGerty also talks about technology (specifically internet and computers) advancing into domestic life.


In the first part of this article McGerty talks about the “dichotomy” between online and offline identities.  She says that one of the mistakes we as a society have made is that we quite often consider these two identities to be separate from each other when in reality they are both part of the same person.  I think this is an interesting way to look at the issue because I have never thought of it in such a way.  I personally have never tried to present myself as anything or anyone besides exactly who I am so I was always under the impression that people who did so were just strange and trying to deceive people for their own twisted pleasure.  But after reading this article is occurred to me that instead of just them being odd maybe they are just using the internet to express a different part of themselves that they do not feel comfortable doing in “reality” rather than just doing it specifically for deception.  This also means that no person can be strictly “online” without being “offline” as well.  For example while I am online I am also very much in “reality” as myself the human being.  It is not like if you would try to talk to me or find me in the real world I would not be there, it just means that while I am “online” I am also accessible through as many methods as I choose to be involving the internet.  So while I have the ability to get “offline” there is absolutely no way for me to not be in “reality” without like dying.


In the second section of her article McGerty talks about the probability of gender dynamics on the internet considering there have never been any actual studies on the topic.  However if you look at the way the different genders use other technologies it is highly likely that there are differences in they way each uses the internet.  I thought that the activity we did in class where we split into groups depending on our sex and tried to guess what the other gender used the internet for.  While there were some differences between the two lists that we came up with I thought that for the most part they were pretty similar we just had different methods of entertainment sometimes.  But when the article talks about our use of the internet for communication purposes I feel that that does differ between males and females.  Mainly because women tend to rely on communication with their friends more than males do so I feel that we probably use things such as facebook chat, and writing on each others walls more frequently than males and we generally speak/write differently in my experience.  However the speaking and writing differences also tend to depend on a person's particular background as well.


The last topic that I found in this article was combined with the Gender differences and it was with regard to technology (specifically internet use) in domestic life, or in the home.  This section made me feel that this article may be slightly dated because as far as I can tell computers and internet now seem to play a prominent role in most if not all households.  She mentions that there may be a possibility where women may choose personal time, or time online, over family time or time taking care of things at home.  Growing up I did not really see this but I feel that during that time was only the beginning of the massive growth of technology.  We only had one computer at the time and my mother was the only one with a cell phone.  Now in many families almost all if not all members have a cell phone, smart phone, or a personal computer.  Even so I personally do not think that it would have played a major part in my family because for most of my childhood my mother was a stay at home mom, she didn't and still does not use the computer very much, and she also did not allow me to have a cell phone all the way through high school.  I would actually probably still not have one if it was not for my dad.  


I think this article presented a good view of the separation (or union) between “virtual reality” and “reality.” I also think it talked in depth about many things and ideas that might not have been a reality then but most certainly are now.


