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“Moral Spaces in MySpace:


Preservice Teachers’ Perspectives about Ethical Issues in Social Networking”


	The article Moral Spaces in Myspace looks at the ethical and moral issues with teachers using the same social networking sites as their students.  It discusses the different issues that arise with this usage, and also uses an experiment to see how the students feel about given scenarios involving teacher interference with their online social lives.


	The beginning of the article discusses some of the repercussions that teachers and graduating college students have received as a result of what was put on their Myspace page.  I was surprised to learn that in the case of Stacy Snyder she was actually denied her education degree and instead given an English degree because of questionable photos found of her on Myspace.  In another given example Tamara Hoover was actually fired from her teaching job as a result of naked pictures of her were found on her Myspace page!  The article even claims that they could be interpreted as “artistic and professional.”  This suggests that they were not just tasteless naked pictures but probably we merely a form of personal expression.  I found the disciplinary action taken on Hoover very strange for several reasons; first I was not aware that Myspace allowed naked pictures to be put on their website, also I think that if a person wishes to express themselves using nude pictures on the internet they should be able to do so.  However I do understand the concern with them being specifically on Myspace but I think the action taken as a result was very extreme and unnecessary.


	Another topic that I found very interesting was when the article started talking about the student's views on privacy boundaries and social networking.  The points I found extremely interesting were made in the following quotes;


		For instance, 9th and 12th graders viewed drug and alcohol use as a personal/prudential decision 		that is outside of school jurisdiction (Nucci, Guerra, & Lee, 1991) unless it occurs within the 			school confines (Smetana & Bitz, 1996).


		


		Other research within a social-cognitive domain framework suggests that thinking about issues 			that fall within the realm of technology are not always consistent with thinking about similar 			issues outside of technological realms. For example, a recent study showed that, whereas 100% 			of participants thought that reading someone’s personal diary was an invasion of privacy, only 			about one quarter of the participants thought that live image video of someone in a public space 			violated their privacy (Friedman, Kahn, Hagman, Severson, & Gill, 2006).


I found these particularly interesting because I remember from 7th to 9th grade I didn't really understand the social media but during 10th grade till 12th grade I agreed with the students in the first quote.  I then realized this was because during those years I was engaging in activities that I wanted to be kept secret yet I was still putting all the evidence online.  Looking back on this behavior now, even though it has only been a couple of years I can see that this clearly made no sense and was incredibly stupid.  I also found that the point made in the first quote seemed to contradict the point made in the second.  That point being that looking through a “private” diary kept hidden is a violation of privacy while looking through a person's “public” page on a social network site is completely fine.  Going on this logic the teacher should have permission to look through anything that the student chooses to make public by posting on their page.  This brings me to my next point of interest, the experiment.


	The experiment described in this article has multiple scenarios involving a teacher discovering questionable activity on a student's Myspace page and then telling the student's parents about their findings.  The results of this varied as some students though the teacher was well within their rights to inform the parents of something that they thought was harmful to the student.  Others got the impression that the teacher was “snooping” or “spying” on the students and then ratting them out to their parents.  The students who thought the teacher was in the wrong agreed that he/she should be punished.  Even though this was a hypothetical situation I still think that the students needed to realize that when they make something public online they do not necessarily get to choose who sees it and who does not.  While the teacher maybe did not need to tell the parents by putting the information out in the open the students are taking a risk that their parents will find out.


	I thought this article was very interesting although I was disappointed that some of the students involved in the experiment (college students) were still not willing to take responsibility for putting the information online.  I also found it extremely uncalled for in the cases of the teachers losing their jobs because of their choice of self-expression.  These actions make it seem like the institutions did not account for the fact that the teachers do in fact have a life outside of the classroom.  While having the picture on a website that the students also use could be a poor choice of places to display the pictures that does not mean that the teachers should be necessarily fired for the incident.  When I was in high school some of our teachers had some...questionable pictures on their Facebook pages but the only time it affected their professional life was when students became involved with these questionable activities/pictures with the teachers.  I do think that some disciplinary action was needed in the case with the teacher who had posted nude photos but not necessarily being fired.  I think that all people should be able to put pictures online at their own discretion but they also need to understand that some things are inappropriate and that there will be consequences if those things are seen by people involved in their professional lives.
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