
Flaccavento eyes winning the Virginia Ninth Congressional District 

RADFORD -- With less than three weeks until the 2012 elections Democratic nominee Anthony 

Flaccavento believes he can unseat Republican incumbent Morgan Griffith in the 9th 

Congressional District of Virginia. 

 “I have a very good shot at winning,” Flaccavento told supporters to applause at a rally 

held on Radford University‟s campus. 

 After his speech Flaccavento described what it would mean to win on November 6. 

 “It would be an incredible honor. It would be incredibly humbling,” he said. 

 Flaccavento faces an uphill climb to unseat Congressman Griffith. Larry Sabato lists the 

ninth as “safe” for Republicans, according to the University of Virginia‟s Center for Politics. 

Huffington Post also lists the district as safe for Griffith. 

 Flaccavento‟s campaign also faces a struggle with money. According to the Federal 

Election Commission Flaccavento has raised $351,908 compared to Griffith‟s $1,257,498. 

Griffith‟s amount includes $588,007 from political action committees of which Flaccavento has 

only raised $6,390 from PACs. 

 The Democratic nominee admitted that his task was daunting. “I assumed all that,” he 

said. “I knew that the mainstream media would say „this guy is nothing.‟” Flaccavento, however, 

believes that he will surprise them. 

 “He‟s [Griffith] well below 50 percent.” He cited in-house opinion polls for his number. 



 Flaccavento also believes a trickle down of voters for the president can also turn the tide 

in his favor. He cited areas with universities such as Radford, Blacksburg, and Salem being areas 

good for him. 

 “We need very high turnout in those areas,” he said. 

 “I‟m different than most progressives,” Flaccavento said. He stated during the rally while 

living in the 9th District he has worked along bank managers and executives. 

 “It‟s a very Republican group,” he said.  

 Flaccavento believes he can find common ground with Republicans in helping out local 

banks within the tax code. 

 “I‟m very confident I can find GOP allies in that.” 

 “First thing: I‟ve got to be part of accomplishing stuff,” he said about when he would 

take office when elected. “We‟ve got to restore faith in the process.” 

 If Flaccavento wins, it would turn the 9th District blue again. Congressman Griffith 

unseated Rick Boucher in the 2010 mid-term elections, who represented the district for 27 years, 

from 1983-2011. The current House of Representatives is made up of a majority of 242 

Republicans and 193 Democrats. A Flaccavento win would help the Democrats take back the 

house in the next congress. 


