
Marine Delorme sits at a round table covered in open books and surrounded by students.  

She asks in a thick French accent what they need help with, and for the next hour she tutors the 

students and helps them perfect their French.  

Delorme, who is petite with short, dark brown curly hair, is a foreign exchange student 

from Mirefleurs, a small village in the region of Auvergne, located in the southern part of 

France.    

Radford University International Education Center partners with different universities all 

over the world where students can come to Radford to learn and enhance their studies in a 

different country.   

Director and Immigration Counselor Teresa King says the program is a great way for 

students to learn and gain knowledge on a different level.  “I think it enriches the campus 

immensely,” King said.  “The diversity these students bring to campus is so important to 

personal growth as well as academic growth.”  

 King also mentions that students such as Delorme, who tutors students, help intensify 

students’ learning experience by being able to learn a language from a native speaker.   

“I think it’s a really good program for the foreign students to come here and teach others 

and learn at the same time,” said Stuart Converse, a Foreign Language Lab Assistant.      

Delorme, 20, is in her third year at Blaise Pascal University in Clermont Ferrand where 

she is studying business and foreign languages.  In France, students must study abroad during the 

first semester of their third year.   

“I could have chosen universities in Spain, Great Britain, South America, Canada, and 

other European countries,” she said.  “I really wanted to come to the United States.  I chose 



Radford because it is on the East Coast, not too far from the big cities like New York City and 

Washington, D.C.”   

At Blaise Pascal, Delorme takes economics, law and accounting classes along with 

English, Spanish, Russian and Italian.  Delorme will graduate in June 2013 and receive her 

license, then continue her schooling for two more years.   

“I plan on being able to trade all over the world,” she said.   

This is Delorme’s second time in the United States.  “I visited my uncle in 1999 when I 

was 6 years old.  I went to see Niagara Falls and I got to go to the top of one of the Twin 

Towers.”  When she was 15 years old, she began studying English.  “Since then I continued to 

study this language for my degree,” she said. 

As an international student, Delorme has seen and experienced many things in her life 

that others have not.  By traveling to a different country, she has been able to see the similarities 

and differences each country has.  The one thing she dislikes about her country is the poverty and 

racism that plagues France, and she has seen that the United States has some of the same 

problems.  She has also experienced racism first hand.   

“The racism becomes stronger and stronger,” said Delorme.  “I notice it every day 

because my boyfriend is Moroccan and Muslim and a victim of it.  I can’t stand that more and 

more people in France are becoming racists without even knowing why.”    

Delorme said she does love living in France and misses it.  “I like the diversity of France 

and my life, my family, my friends, and my boyfriend are there,” she explained.         

Every Monday and Tuesday, Delorme can be found in the foreign language lab tutoring 

students.   When she is not tutoring others in French, she is going to class and hanging out with 

friends.  “I decided to come here for these reasons,” she said.  “I like to teach people, I feel 



useful, and I like French, so if I can help people get motivated to learn this language, it is a 

pleasure for me,” said Delorme.    

 


