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Law Offices of James & Ryder

Edgy sophistication meets iconic mid-century modern    
in this 10,000 sq. foot law firm situated in the Post Oak     

Towers.

A Modern Fairytale
Graham Residence - Kitchen

Inspired by the whimsical paintings of Marc Chagall and 
John Galliano’s spring collection, this Houston kitchen 

inspires you to believe that fairytales really do exist. 

Creative Retreat for a Social Giant
Facebook, Inc.

Who says business and pleasure shouldn’t be mixed? 
With over 500 million users, Facebook has taken over 
the world of social networking. Their new space in the 

Penzoil tower successfully unites the different cultures. 
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Building the Wright Way
A study on sustainability in a West Texan home

Inspired by the work of Frank Lloyd Wright, this home   
serves as a case study for sustainability.

3D Renderings
3D Studio Max and Google Sketch Up

A  mixture of renderings from different medias

Music + Fashion + Design
Product Runway 2011 - Verizon Wireless Theater 

A friendly competition that utilized everyday interior 
products to design and create runway couture to raise 

money for The Houston Furniture Bank. 

Walking in the Footsteps of the Gods
Study Abroad - Greece 2009

A two week study abroad trip that immersed us in the 

Greek architectural culture. 
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Law Offices 
of 

James & Ryder
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Law Offices 
of 

James & Ryder
INTRODUCTION
The Law Offices of James & Ryder 
is recognized as a premier law  
firm with a diversified practice 
that serves the needs of a global 
industry. 

Samantha James and Kate 
Ryder have acquired a 10,000 
sq. ft. space at the Post Oak 
Towers to call their own and 
now have some challenges to 
face in redesigning the space to 
accomodate all their functional 
and aesthetic needs. 

CHALLENGES
Planning a space that has the 
visibility and feel of an open 
floor plan while still retaining 
maximum privacy

Designing efficient and 
productive spaces around 
the large structural columns 
present throughout the space

DESIGN
CONCEPT

 
Edgy sophistication meets iconic 

mid-century modern
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INSPIRATION
PHOTOS

Law Offices of James & Ryder
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COLOR
SCHEME 



COLOR
SCHEME 

Cool grey 

with blue undertones 

to signify 

strength and reliability 

with an air of 

sophistication
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SPACE                  QUANTITY    AREA          ACCOMODATION                FURNITURE GROUPS   

Reception 

Board Room 

Law Library

Conference 
Room

Kitchen 

Small 
Conference 
Room

1

1

1

1

1

4

600 

800

1000

225

350

150

6’ lineal filing
6-8 guest lounge chairs
Commissioned art wall

Commissioned table to 
seat 16-20
20 task chairs
Serving credenza & 
storage
Multi-media audio/visual 
projection

200’ lineal stacks
4 computer stations
4 conference tables to 
seat 4

8 task chairs
Multi-media equipment
6’ lineal credenza 
storage

Tables to seat 8-10
Counter work surfaces w/ 
upper storage cabinets
Vending, Refrigerator, 
Sink, Microwave. Trash 
Compactor
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SPACE                  QUANTITY    AREA          ACCOMODATION                FURNITURE GROUPS   

Partners Office

Sr. Secretaries

Sr. Lawyers 
Office 

Jr. Lawyers 
Office

Paralegals 
Office 

3

3

8

8

8

400

150

225

150

225

Desk & Credenza
2 guest chairs
Mgr. task chair
Soft seating for 3
9’ lineal filing

Desk & return
1 guest chair
1 task chair
9’ lineal filing

Desk & return
1 guest chair
1 task chair
6’ lineal filing

Desk & return
1 guest chair
1 task chair
6’ lineal filing

Desk & return
1 guest chair
1 task chair
9’ lineal filing

FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS
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BUBBLE DIAGRAM
9



FLOOR PLAN

3D MODEL
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concept | modern fairytale

Graham Residence



concept | modern fairytale

Challlenge | Designing an open kitchen in a 
newly renovated luxury apartment. 

Graham Residence

12



STUDY/ GUEST
180 SQ. FT.

LIVING ROOM
324 SQ. FT.

KITCHEN
290 SQ. FT.

ENTRY
45 SQ. 
FT.

MASTER
BATH
58 SQ. FT.

MASTER
CLOSET
52 SQ. 
FT. 

MASTER 
BEDROOM
102 SQ. FT.

DINING ROOM
330 SQ. FT.

MASTER
BATH
52 SQ. FT. 

BUBBLE DIAGRAM
Living Room

Dining 
Entry

Kitchen 

Master
Bedroom

Closet

Bathroom

Study/
Guest 

Diagram Key

Daylight

View

Adjacency

The bubble diagram is a helpful tool in prioritizing 
the needs of the clients as well as showing 
space relationship. Because the Grahams like to 
entertain on the weekends, the living room and 
kitchen contain the most space as well as the 
most daylight. The space only has one bathroom, 
therefore it contains two doors that open up to 
the main living area as well as to  the master 
closet which connects to the master bedroom. 
The extra room is mainly used as a study where the 
clients keep most of their vintage book collection 
but it also has a built-in Murphy bed that can turn 
the space into an extra bedroom when needed 
without having to use up extra space. 
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BLOCK DIAGRAM
The block diagram is a geometric version of the 
bubble diagram that analyzes the minimum 
space requirements in order to accomodate all 
their needs. 



BUBBLE DIAGRAM

FLOOR PLAN
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Area to be redesigned



color palette

15



WHIMSICAL

MODERN

ELEGANT 
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kitchen elevation 
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ISLAND elevationS 
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3d rendering
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Facebook: A Creative Retreat for 
a Social Giant



Reception View 1 Reception View 2
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Teamwork 
[noun  \’tēm-,wərk\]

definition: work done by several associates with each doing a part but 
all subordinating personal prominence to the efficiency of the whole 

Team members:

Angelica Justiniano - Space Planning. research, autoCAD floor plan, 3D       
                               renderings of reception area 

Elizabeth Longstaff - Space planning, research, Revit floor plan

 
Karina Tinajero - Space planning, research, furniture selections, 3D rendering of 
recreational room

Challenge: Redesign the 3rd floor of the Penzoil tower to accomodate 
Facebook, Inc while paying attention to branding and the importance of space 
planning. 

Design concept: Urban sophistication



SMALL MEETING ROOMMAIN WORK AREA

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

HUMAN RESOURCES

ACCOUNTANTS 
EQUIPMENT TECHNICIANS

- Open worspace promotes 
collaboration while also 
providing visual and acoustical 
privacy 
- Each station holds up to 13 
employees

- Easily accommodates 4-6 
people with easy access to 
network cables.
- Promotes collaboration 
and teamwork.

Convenient access to 
assistants and small meeting 
rooms that is directly 
adjacent to both executive 
offices

Because more privacy is required, 
we chose to give them private 
offices that allowed visual 
connection to the main work area 

Each pair of accountants have 
their own office with adjacent 
workspaces that have a common 
area for meetings

Private work spaces with 
lots of surface area allows 
for more flexibility 
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Building 
    the
     WRIGHT
        WAY
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INTRODUCTION

Inspired by traditional Frank 
Lloyd Wright architecture, this 
West Texan retreat is a case 
study on the importance of 
sustainable design.
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Transportation

Conveniantly located in close proximity to a bus 
stop, the possibility of alternative transportation 
decreases the emission of harmful gasses 
emitted by automobiles. 

Orientation 

The orientation of a building plays an 
important role in increasing energy 
efficiancy. Because the sun reaches its 
highest peak in the south, cleristory windows 
are oriented on the south end of the house. 
In order to utilize daylight during the day, 
large windows were placed on both east 
and west sides of the house, thus decreasing 
the need for artificial lighting. 

Xeriscaping

Choosing to use plants that are native to the 
surrounding landscape is an efficiant way to 
conserve water, especially in dry climates 
where droughts are common. 
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Country French Kitchen 
Hand-rendering
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MISCELLANEOUS 
RENDERINGS
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Living in Art - Modern home
3D studio Max
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Cottage-style Kitchen
Google Sketchup



Cottage-style Kitchen
Google Sketchup

T u d o r 
Kitchen

Google
Sketchup
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PRFASHION

THE
FUSION
OF MUSIC
DESIGN  + 

PRODUCT 
RUNWAY

05|05|2011
verizon wireless theater

HOUSTON, TEXAS

Team Members:
Angelica Justiniano

Kacey Sharp
Jennifer Duong

Malinda Hudson
Mona Rahman
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R Formica 
samples are 
cut and linked 
together with 
chains to 
create  the vest 
and belt

Spray-painted  
Koroseal 
hospital netting 
makes up the 
underskirt and 
mesh sleeve

Strapless top 
and outer skirt 
are made 
up of strips of 
Koroseal vinyl 
wallcovering

80’S PUNK
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Walking in 
the footsteps of 
the gods: Greece
September 18-October 2, 2009
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