Do you think your grades are an accurate indication of what you have learned in college? 

I think that grades should not reflect the student in any way throughout their academic career.  I think that grades do not accurately depict a student’s learning or is reflective of what the student has learned. Classes require a certain grade to pass one class to go on to another; that is still not a reflection of the student’s degree of learning. 


I can think of plenty of times where I was in a class that had no homework, very few tests or quizzes, and there was a lot of group work and projects. Because there was so much group work, you are going to experience the “slacker” and the “perfectionist”.  In this group we all contributed to the projects, class work, and group discussion; however, I didn’t learn anything in that class.  I can remember reading the text book, and learning the most from that.  I did receive an ‘A’ for the class, but I don’t think that was an accurate grade for me; although I was happy about my grade.  


On the contrary, I was in another class, where it was full of information. I never missed a class, it was fun, a great learning environment, and the professor was awesome and took the time to listen to student’s questions and comments.  It was one of the best classes I have taken by far, learned the most, and received a ‘D’.  I was so devastated that I did not do better.  However, the class was all based on three tests.  The entire semester came down to three chances to prove my knowledge.  I studied for days, got together with other students, and talked about what was going to be on the test.  I averaged a ‘D’ on all the tests, and that was my final grade.  Having test anxiety before every test and even during the test, really had an effect on me.  If anyone asked about this class and I was asked to recall topics from this class, I could go on and on for awhile, because I just learned so much and really valued that class.  

Even receiving an ‘A’ for the class that I learned absolutely nothing in, was not rewarding, even though it was an ‘A’; however receiving a ‘D’, and learning so much was more rewarding, because those lessons that I learned I can still implement them, and use them in life or different careers.  I don’t think that grades should be looked at because on paper, I do not look that awesome; however, ask me what I know, and I could give you an efficient answer; not only in the classes that I have taken and learned from, but the experiences that I have gotten from each. 

