SLO VI: Developmental Context

Students will understand the multiple child rearing contexts in which children grow and develop.  Students will appreciate and interpret how social class, parents, families, peers, type of children's programs, culture, societal changes, and communities influence the course of development.

Before starting the child development program, I thought that children learned and developed just by their parents or primary care givers.  Even though children spend a lot of time at school or in child care, I thought that parents were children’s number one source of information.  Going through the child development program, I still feel that parents and care givers are children’s number one source of learning however; there are a lot of factors that go into their learning. Parents teach their children about morals and rights, and how you should act in society.  Parents are supposed to provide learning opportunities for their children as well.  


My first volunteer hours I did for Chico State was for a low income community child care facility.  Parents were doing everything they could to meet the needs for their family.  A lot parents were working or going to school to continue their education, which left these children at the center for long periods of time during the day.  A lot of learning and values took place in this child care.  A lot of social interactions took place during the day. The teachers taught these children what is okay to do, and what it not acceptable to do.   

Another example that I can think of was working at the Associated Student Child Development Lab, in the preschool program. The center doesn’t talk about holidays, movies, or other societal things.  They focus on learning, and the appropriate developmental stages for all the children that are in the room.  Because the preschool program has young three year olds and older four year olds, there is a wide variety of learning opportunities.  The teachers provided a lot of learning opportunities for the children to grow and develop.  The teachers worked closely with the parents and care givers of the center to implement the values that are being taught and reinforced at home, and doing the same things in the classroom.  In both examples, I really had two different experiences, both on different ends of the spectrum.     


I think since society is always changing, children are always changing.  Being a life long learner, I would need to educate myself on how children are being taught, and if they are being taught values outside of the home.  I would continue to read and update myself on current issues for children and how to create environments so they can learn the best they can. 
A piece of work that I can use for this is; observation notes from my child development practicum class.  Having two target children, both from different backgrounds, it was interesting to see how those children responded to directions, or punishment, or positive reinforcement. These children were different ages, and genders, and since they came from different backgrounds they had a different understanding of different values. One child had no siblings and the other child was the youngest of three brothers.  I learned a lot from watching these two children over the course of one semester.  


Another example is from the same class, a parent conference reflective paper.  I observed in on a parent teacher conference, and learned a little bit more about the family situation and what the home life was for the child that was having a conference.  It was very interesting to hear how the parent dealt with punishment and how the center gave punishment; along with the attitude that the parent had noticed about the child.  The attitude that changed the teacher described was probably because of the child playing with older kids, and a little bit of growing up and confidence and becoming an individual.  
